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… for behold, the winter is past; the
rain is over and gone.
The flowers appear on the earth, the
time of singing has come, and the
voice of the turtledove is heard in our
land.
 Song of Solomon 2:11-12
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Notes from the Manse

Dear friends,
Within the circle of light we stood to sing praise and offer prayer in
the Scots Kirk garden. This was the 20th of January and the Scots
Kirk joined members of neighbouring churches for a torchlight
procession marking the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity.
The short walk started with
devotions in the church of
Saint-Jacques where torches
were issued and lit. The
pilgrims’ procession then
visited la Chapelle du Foyer
Bon Accueil, the Scots Kirk,
Villamont Church and then on
to Saint-Rédempteur. I hope
there will be many more opportunities for us to step outside of our
own place and together with others in the neighbourhood, let the
light of Christ shine for all to see.

By the time you are reading this Lent will
be upon us. I have Emmaus resource
material for Lenten study. This is available
for study groups and if you would like to
organise and meet with others at home for
study, faith sharing and fellowship in Lent
this year, then please do let me know. I
will be happy to try and help you prepare
some of the material which includes
discussion of “What Christians Believe” and
“Believing in God”. Other topics take a look
at the story of Jesus Christ: “His life and

ministry”; His death and resurrection” and “the Coming of the Holy
Spirit”.
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As I write these lines, the Cornerstone deadline is past and I am late
with this letter! It’s not too late though. I know the editor will insert
it today and all will be ready for publication.
I am thankful today for the way in which Grace is known in our
midst in church! Thankful for the ways in which patience and
understanding come, when words fail us. Thankful too for the scope
of love’s embrace in kindly words and gestures, as well as in hands
willing to hold us and keep us, and which simply wait for us when
we are a little way off or in some difficult place today.

  “

Colossians 3: 12-14
Ian

Condolences

We send our condolences to the family and friends of
Simone Metford-Sewell,

who died at the age of 89 years on 8th December 2015.

Corry Jacobsthal
Corry Jacobsthal passed away on 23rd December 2015 at the age
of 92 with her eldest daughter Yve at her bedside. Corry and her
husband Jo were one of the early members of the Scots Kirk
Fribourg in the 60's. Jo was appointed an Elder when Murray
Stewart was Minister and Corry played her part admirably by
welcoming new Ministers and members over the years. Her love
of travel to broaden her horizons and her passion for nature, in
animals or plants stayed with her all her life.

Fiona Bradford
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Cornerstone Publishing Programme 2016
Edition Number Deadline for text
April-May 179 13th March
June-July 180 15th May
August-September 181 17th July
October-November 182 18th September
December 2016-January 2017 183 13th November

Congratulations…
to Silas Goodman
whose first full length
album, "Rêverie", was
released on 15th
January, after a year
of hard work! A very
successful vernissage
was held at the Scots
Kirk to celebrate.

World Day of Prayer
This year, the World Day of Prayer will be hosted by All
Saints Church, av. de la Prairie in Vevey and as in past
years, all our sister churches will meet there together as
one congregation.
The service, which has been prepared by the women of
Cuba, will be held over the lunch hour, starting at 12h15.
This will be followed by a buffet lunch, thus enabling
attendance for anyone able to leave their workplace for
a while. Parking is available at the church which is a 5 to

10 minutes’ walk from Vevey Railway Station.
Do come along to this special day which gives us a rare chance to meet our
friends from other surrounding churches.

Geraldine Ewen
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Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the Kirk’s
website and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook page of
children and young people belonging to the Scots Kirk. If for any
reason you would prefer that a photograph of your child should not
be used in this manner, please let the editor know on
cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.

Many congratulations
to Katrin and Stephan Lotz-Holz

on the birth of their son,

Niclas Jonathan
born Sunday 29 November 2015

at 6.34 am,

53 cm and 3.585kg and all well!

Many congratulations
to Tina and Lars Kaiser on the
arrival of their new daughter

Eva Sarang,
a little sister for Isis!

Eva was born on Thursday 21st
January at 9.05 am and

weighing 3.52 kg and 47 cm.
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Soup & Cheese Lunches in 2016
3rd February, 2nd March, 6th April, 4th May,
1st June, 6th July, 3rd August, 7th September,

5th October, 2nd November, 7th December.
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Holy Week and Easter
at the Scots Kirk

21st March
Open Church

22nd March
Open Church

23rd March
Open Church

24th March
19.00 Maundy Thursday evening
Communion Service

25th March
12.00-15.00 Good Friday church open

27th March
10.30 Easter Sunday Morning
Worship with Holy Communion
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Fifty Years of Women Elders
The Very Rev Dr Finlay Macdonald looks back on the 35-year debate
that led to women being admitted to the Eldership of the Church of
Scotland in 1966.
In May it will be fifty years since the General Assembly of 1966 finally opened
the eldership to women. I say ‘finally’ because it took a while. In 1931 the
Assembly received a petition calling for eldership and ministry to be open to
women. The petition asserted that ‘the continued exclusion of women from
these offices is contrary to the mind and teaching of Christ and limits the
operation of the Spirit of God.’

The following Assembly received two petitions. One
asked that a number of women be granted corresponding
membership of the Assembly, with a right to speak but
not to vote. The other proposed that, rather than consid-
ering eldership and ministry, the Church should seek to
develop existing opportunities for women.
All three petitions were referred to the intriguingly named
Committee on the Place of Women in the Church. The

Committee reported back in 1933 recommending eligibility for eldership but not
ministry. The recommendation was referred to presbyteries but failed to secure
the necessary support.
The following decade brought the Second World War and in 1940 the Assembly
appointed a Special Commission, convened by Professor John Baillie, ‘for the
Interpretation of God’s Will in the Present Crisis’. During those dark years the
Commission presented a series of reports and the one brought in 1944 included
a recommendation that eldership should be open to women. The proposal was
referred to presbyteries which approved by a margin of 39 to 27. However, the
1945 Assembly was persuaded to send the matter back to presbyteries with a
specific instruction to consult with kirk sessions and congregations. The out-
come was a complete reversal of the vote, to 44 presbyteries opposed and 22
in favour.
The debate continued and in 1960 the Assembly learned that 27 presbyteries
were now in favour of women elders, 14 against with 23 undecided. Sensing
some movement, the Committee brought an Overture with enabling legislation
which was sent down under the Barrier Act. The outcome was a dead heat with
34 presbyteries For and the same number Against. Under the rules the measure
fell.
The focus of attention then shifted to women and the ministry, with a petition
from Mary Lusk (subsequently Levison) brought before the 1963 Assembly. This
was remitted to the recently formed Panel on Doctrine.
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The following year the Panel reported that it reserved its position with regard
to ministry but was strongly in favour of women elders. This led to an enabling
Overture in 1965. In that year’s Assembly the convener, Dr Roy Sanderson,
stressed that the Panel was not presenting a negative argument that there was
no compelling doctrinal case against; rather, he presented a positive case based
on the nature of the Church and the privilege of baptism.
It is interesting from today’s perspective to hear some of the arguments
advanced against women elders in that 1965 entirely male debate. One
commissioner upbraided the ‘fathers and brethren’, suggesting that the men of
the Church should be ashamed that women might need to take on the duties
of eldership. Another suggested that ‘it was no compliment to women to make
them little imitation men’. A third asked if the Panel might not consider creating
a new order for women, separate from the eldership; and someone, with a long
memory, recalled what had happened in 1945 and moved an amendment to
have the Overture sent also to kirk sessions and congregations. In the end the
Overture was approved and sent down under the Barrier Act where it received
the approval of 45, with 17 opposed. This cleared the way for the General
Assembly of 1966 to enact the legislation.
The terms of General Assembly Act 28 of 1966 could not be clearer: ‘Women
members of a congregation shall be eligible for election and admission as elders
on the same terms and conditions as men members of a congregation.’
However, right from the start, the interpretation of the new law became
muddied. Given the division of opinion there was no expectation that every kirk
session would have women elders overnight. As a consequence an impression
emerged that the legislation was entirely permissive.
In 1991, the Board of Practice and Procedure, of which I was convener at the
time, expressed concern that, 25 years on, a number of ministers and kirk
sessions were still treating the legislation as permissive. It stated: ‘The fact that
a kirk session has always chosen men from the total number of those available
is not in itself a breach of the law’. However, it then advised that ‘if, as a matter
of policy or principle a kirk session had deliberately restricted its choice to men,
and thus denied the eligibility of women, the law has been contravened.’ The
General Assembly upheld this view.
The latest figures available (31 December 2014) reveal a total 31,146 elders, of
whom 16,373 are women and 14,773 are men. At last year’s General Assembly
174 of the 341 Commissioners from the Eldership were women. The first
woman to be elected Moderator of the General Assembly was an elder – Alison
Elliot in 2004.

From the magazine of the Church of Scotland

.
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From the Cornerstone archives (2008)
Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His
resurrection?
The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkin, which was placed over the
face of Jesus, was not just thrown aside like the grave clothes. The Bible takes
an entire verse to tell us that the napkin was neatly folded, and was placed at
the head of that stony coffin.
1. Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the

tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance.
2. She ran and found Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus

loved. She said, "They have taken the Lord's body out of the tomb, and I
don't know where they have put him!"

3. Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb to see.
4. The other disciple outran Peter and got there first.
5. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there, but he didn't

go in.
6. Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the linen

wrappings lying there, while the cloth that had covered Jesus' head was
folded up and lying to the side.

Is that important? Absolutely! Is it really significant? Yes!
In order to understand the significance of the folded napkin, you have to
understand a little bit about Hebrew tradition of that day. The folded napkin had
to do with the Master and Servant, and every Jewish boy knew this tradition.
When the servant set the dinner table for the master, he made sure that it was
exactly the way the master wanted it. The table was furnished perfectly, and
then the servant would wait, just out of sight, until the master had finished
eating, and the servant would not dare touch that table, until the master was
finished.
Now if the master was done eating, he would rise from the table, wipe his
fingers, his mouth, and clean his beard, and would wad up that napkin and toss
it onto the table. The servant would then know to clear the table. For in those
days, the wadded napkin meant, "I'm done".
But if the master got up from the table, and folded his napkin, and laid it beside
his plate, the servant would not dare touch the table, because the servant knew
that the folded napkin meant, "I'm not finished yet." The folded napkin meant,
"I'm coming back!"
HE IS COMING BACK!

Contributed by Roberta Linn
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Thanks to all who participated in the
Lausanne Midnight Run

The Scots Kirk was once again present at the Expat Fair
at Beaulieu in 2015
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More Midnight Runners
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Scots Kirk’s Got Talent Night

Children’s Nativity Play
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Torchlight procession with neighbourhood churches.

A big “Thank
You” to all who
took part in the
Nativity Play
and those who
organised it.

Thank you also to those
responsible for the lovely
decorations in the church at
Christmas and to those who
generously donated the Advent
wreath and Christmas tree.
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Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
13th March 2016

Some bloops and blunders from church literature…
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?'  Come
early and listen to our choir practice.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled.
Proceeds will be used to cripple children.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you
want remembered.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and
gracious hostility.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - Prayer and medication to follow..

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind.  They may be seen
in the basement on Friday afternoon.

------------ --------- --------- ----- ------ ------------ -----
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the
Church.  Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him
their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the
back door.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- ---------
The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare' s Hamlet in the Church
basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

------------ --------- --------- --------- --------- --------- -
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church.  Please use
the large double doors at the side entrance.
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Great Scot!
54: Allan Pinkerton
You have certainly heard tell of ; but did you know
that the creator of this ‘eye’ was a Glaswegian? Allan Pinkerton was born in the
Gorbals of Glasgow on August 25th, 1819. His father William, was a policeman
and so we could surmise that ideas on work in the forces of law and order were
already floating in the Pinkerton gene pool well before GS 54 founded his famous
‘sleuth’ agency. The term , used far and wide in the modern world
(excluding the satirical newspaper that we all know...), is derived from the

Pinkerton detective agency’s trademark – a non-blinking,
threateningly-staring eye that brought dread to many a
criminal in North America.
Allan Pinkerton left school aged 10 and went to work in
Glasgow taking up the trade of cooper. An honest profes-
sion you may confirm but the young Glaswegian quickly
began to agitate against the ‘establishment’ and joined
the Chartist Movement – an organisation of activists who
lobbied for a workers’ charter aimed at universal suffrage
and better working conditions for the common man. His
ardent proclamations and fiery rhetoric in the Chartists’

meetings soon led Allan Pinkerton to confrontations with ‘established’ law and
order (somewhat ironic given what was to follow – read on) and in 1842 he fled
to Canada – but let us bring a little romance into the story. This was the year
that AP secretly wed the singer Joan Carfrae and it was with his bride that he
crossed the Atlantic to start a new life and establish another form of law and
order in the ‘New World’. The ‘Eye’ had arrived.
However, all was not straightforward. The Pinkertons’ ship was wrecked off
Nova Scotia – an inauspicious start given this ‘New World’ name – but AP and
his bride survived and arrived in North America – penniless! A fellow Scot offered
our subject a job, as a cooper, in a brewery in Chicago and it was thus he
entered the USA. He then went to Dundee (Illinois) and started his own
cooperage. Here, that arcane force that affects us all – fate – took a hand. The
young cooper went delving into the woods looking for material with which to
make staves for his barrels and he chanced upon a group of counterfeiters
merrily forging currency. He observed these malefactors, using his eye for detail
and his unerring memory, over a short period then informed the local sheriff of
their activities. This led, in the short term, to the counterfeiters’ arrest but in the
long term to Pinkerton founding the World’s most celebrated detective agency.
The first step on this ladder to detective celebrity came in 1849 when GS54 was
appointed the first Police Detective in Chicago. A year later he went into
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partnership with an attorney, one Edward Rucker, to form the North-Western
Police Agency, which became Pinkerton and Co. then the Pinkerton National
Detective Agency. This agency introduced “shadowing” (surveillance of a
suspect) and “assuming a role” (undercover work). Allan Pinkerton soon met up
with a certain Abraham Lincoln, at the time the lawyer of the Illinois Central
Railroad. It was during the US civil war (AP a unionist) that Pinkerton guarded
Lincoln and foiled an early assassination attempt (unfortunately he wasn’t there
when John Wilkes Booth succeeded). His only other ‘failure’ was the pursuit of
Jesse James, whom he failed to capture despite protracted attempts. The
Spanish government appointed Pinkerton to investigate and suppress a
revolution in Cuba – recognition of his international reputation and in 1883 he
published a book .
At the time of his death, on July 1st 1884, Allan Pinkerton was working on a
system to centralize all criminal identification records – today a database used
by the F.B.I. Was he ahead of his time? His demise, like his professional life, is
mysteriously ‘cloudy’ – some say that he died of a stroke, others that he
succumbed to malaria, contracted whilst on visit to the southern U.S. However,
one thing is certain, Allan Pinkerton’s grave can be found in Graceland Cemetery
in Chicago. And one other thing: you have definitely heard tell of ‘Securitas’
here in Switzerland. Well, to this day, this organisation is a subsidiary of...
Pinkerton Consulting and Investigations (so sleep safe).

Are you planning to buy a new PC?
Espoir Jeunes would just love to send your
old one to Ouagadougou, where four of its
students are at the university and share just
ONE PC!!!
Please contact v.gehring@bluewin.ch

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
13th March 2016



Cornerstone No. 178, page 20



Cornerstone No. 178, page 21

Fellowship with our Lord, fellowship with one another
On our first Sunday of the year I was  inspired by the Sermon on
Fellowship... the wonderful gift of our Christian faith... our fellowship with one
another. Fellowship first with our Lord, and then, by His grace, sharing
with others.

This photo was taken at our
Wednesday morning Bible studies,
hosted by Christine Aegerter at her
home in Le Mont. We are wel-
comed at 10 a.m. with coffee and
tea. And Christine's husband keeps
the home fire burning! We then
sing a hymn and have an open
prayer time to pray for those
known to us.
This follows  with the Bible study
prepared by Christine.  We have
just started the new year on the

theme "FAITH... DEPENDING ON GOD".
This time together midweek is spiritually very rewarding. If you are free on
Wednesday mornings and would like to join us in fellowship, please give
Christine a call on 021.6536238.
We would be delighted to welcome newcomers around the table.
Geraldine Ewen
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Youth Moderator says science and religion of equal
importance to humanity

By day she is a North Sea oil
and gas industry petroleum ge-
ologist. And on evenings and
weekends she is the Moderator
of the Church of Scotland's Na-
tional Youth Assembly. Some
say science and religion are
opposites but Hannah Mary
Goodlad firmly believes they are
"perfect symbiosis" and human-
ity needs both to survive.

The 25-year-old Shetlander, who lives and works in Aberdeen, said science is
"observing truth with our minds while religion is observing truth with our hearts".
Writing in the Church of Scotland's magazine Life and Work, Miss Goodlad said:

Miss Goodlad said science was increasingly being used deceivingly in the wrong
hands as a tool to deconstruct the very foundations of religion.

Miss Goodlad said she loves science because it helped her look and understand
the world with insight andknowledge. However it has its limits.
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Miss Goodlad said science would always occupy the rational, evidence driven
part of her mind but that did not mean that there is no room for the pure and
holy.

A very

Happy Easter

to

all our readers
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Recent meeting of the Kirk Session
At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 9th December, the following subjects
were discussed. Further information can be obtained from the minutes of
the meeting on the notice board in the church hall or by speaking to a
member of the Session.

Update on statutes; Update on pension; Open Church during Advent;
Property and Fabric; Minister computer support; Youth Group and Nativity
Play; Bazaar; Presbytery Review; Finance Team convenor; Membership
update; Roll keeping; Adventists’ request; St. Jacques Marche aux flam-
beaux on 20th January; Outreach Team update; St. François Carol Service;
Update on giving; Adding Organist name to the OOS; Addressing ugly
pavement outside church; Soup before session meeting; Israel/Palestine
trip update; Safeguarding; Report on the Christmas Lunch; Beggars outside
the church premises; Minister to be Interim Moderator of the Scots Kirk in
Geneva; Dates for meetings in 2016.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session: 3rd February 2016 at 7.30 p.m.

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:

13th March 2016
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Cornerstone Classifieds
Mr. Be’s bees offer excellent honey for your cooking and cakes;
please call Mr. B. Vuillemin/Sears (evenings) at 079 230 45 40 or
021 652 62 10.
BUKI’S PET PARADISE. Pet Care and Boarding, many years’
experience spoiling your best friend.
www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on 078 790 02 51 or
goudast@yahoo.com
I’m looking for work as a concierge or similar in the Lausanne
or Geneva area. If you can help, please contact Simon Sieman on
079 100 93 82. Thank you.
English speaking car experts. We are A2B Automotive, a small
company who specialise in helping people with all aspects of car
related issues here in Switzerland. If you have any questions
relating to a car, we can probably offer a service that suits you,
or just give you honest advice. We are based in Pampigny near to
Morges but serve the Geneva and Lausanne area.
www.a2bautomotive.com; Contact: info@a2bautomotive.com;
078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
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WHAT’S ON AT THE KIRK!

All are welcome to attend
these mid-week activities!

Mondays at 7.30 p.m.
Scottish Country Dancing

Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.
Informal Art Group

Wednesdays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Bring & Buy Books

First Wednesday in the month
at 12.30 p.m.

Soup & Cheese Lunch

Some of these regular activities  may not
take place during the summer holiday peri-
od or at special festivals, such as Easter or
Christmas, so do check before you come!


