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May your unfailing love rest upon us,
O LORD, even as

we put our hope in you.
Ps 33:22
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Letter from the Interim Moderator
Being a minister can be quite a lonely occupation… none of that water-cooler
chat about the week-end with colleagues, or inter-changes various over lunch
in the staff canteen. So, finding a good friend who understands from the inside
how ministry works, and who can bring a sympathetic supportive friendship, is
a great blessing.

In my previous charge, in a small
town in East Lothian, there were no
fewer than 27 ministers who came
and went in my time there – some
of whom were easier to get along
with than others, and some who
simply wanted to do their own thing,
and had little interest in anything
beyond a token connection.
It was a great delight, therefore, to
find in Ian a warmth of welcome and
a shared approach to ministry, that
was mutually supportive and
genuine, and I have appreciated,
since very first contact, when he

was interim Moderator for Geneva, and I was making tentative enquiries, his
friendship, humour and wisdom.
Which is why it is no hardship to return the favour, and serve as Interim
Moderator at Lausanne, for the time being. I hope I can be as supportive to Ian
as he was and has been to me.
Ministry can be a lonely occupation, and the support, prayers, friendship and
love of a congregation is a huge need and a huge blessing when it is given, and
I’m sure Ian and Helen will have that from the congregation of fellow pilgrims
who make up the church at Lausanne. Where better to draw strength,
sustaining love and enfolding prayer, than the people who make the Christian
journey with you?
This is my first experience of living abroad, and there are and have been,
important lessons to be learned about how people do things differently, about
how busy some people are… and about how precious the connections with the
life of the church are, how important worship and fellowship are for balance,
direction and spiritual growth. It’s been wonderful so far to see the level of
commitment and expertise within the life of the church, and to begin to unravel
the stories that have brought people to Switzerland, and made them stay!
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I wish to say a big thank you to the people who are leading worship at Lausanne
in the coming months – those coming in to lead services, and those within the
congregation who are stepping up to the plate – as our American cousins would
say – to make sure that Sunday by Sunday the gospel is proclaimed, the prayers
are said and the hymns sung. I hope to manage to lead worship on a Sunday
myself.
For now, we continue to hold each other in our hearts, and in our prayers – and
especially those who need those prayers most.
Every blessing
Laurence Twaddle

Visiting the Scots Kirk pulpit
The Rev. Erika Stalcup serves as pastor (ordained
deacon) of the Eglise Evangélique Méthodiste in
Lausanne. She was born in Kansas, USA, into a
United Methodist family and after graduating from
high school spent a year studying flute performance
at the Prague Conservatory of Music in the Czech
Republic while living at the International Baptist
Theological Seminary. Her curiosity about Methodism
led her eventually to explore a call to ministry. She
achieved a bachelor in music degree in Atlanta and
then went on to do a Master of Divinity degree at
Yale. She then undertook a PhD in History of
Christianity at Boston University and was ordained a deacon in full connection
in the New England Conference. She is married to a Swiss and now lives in
Lausanne.

Cornerstone Publishing Programme 2017
Edition Number Deadline for text
August-September 187 16th July
October-November 188 17th September
December 2017-January 2018 189 12th November
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Celebrating 140 years
A special anniversary service celebrating 140 years of the Scots Kirk in
Lausanne was held on 30th April. It included sharing memories of previous

ministers by the congregation, Alice Goodman presenting the
history of the church, and reflections on personal experiences
from Vivian Selsbo, Vanessa de Luze, Vanessa de Schoene,
Constance Braissant, Pam Kirby, Peter Beard and Johnny Kwakye.
Approximately 25 members of the local community joined the
celebration, and many expressed appreciation for the warm
hospitality of the Scots Kirk both on the day and over the years.
A big thank you to all involved in preparing for and celebrating
this event.  We look forward to the start of the next 140 years of
fellowship and community.
Janet Shaner
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Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
16th July 2017

140 years! And beyond…
This was a celebration of the people – not the building! It is a beautiful and
interesting building, but what makes Scots Kirk, the Scots Kirk is you! And me!
And all the 1000’s who have come to church and sat where you are sitting right
now. And all the 1000’s who are going to come in the next 140 years and sit
here, where we are today. So when we celebrate 140 years, we cannot be

content to just look back, BUT WE MUST
LOOK FORWARD. We look forward to
what SKL can do here in Lausanne. We
hold our worship and Bring & Buy Book
sales every week, Bazaars every year,
occasionally a ceilidh but we, the SKL,
with God’s help are exploring how we can
do more to show God’s love to all people
of Lausanne.
For the first time, an empty cross set up
on the street side of the church during
Passion Week burst forth with flowers on
Easter morning, symbolic of Christ’s living
presence among us. We are opening our
doors of the church during Advent, Lent
and Wednesdays in the summer to give all
people a place to come to pause, breath
and reflect. We are hosting Open Mic!
evenings to the public at large to come

and enjoy performing, applauding, eating and talking together. At our Weekend
Away, during Ascension Weekend at Crêt Bérard, we will be looking closely at
what is service and how we can put it into practice where we work, live and
worship.
I cannot emphasize enough how important each person of this congregation is
to the future of SKL. We are engaging with Lausanne; we are growing in faith
and trusting God. We must actively look forward to walking together with God
towards His future for us and all the people to come through the doors at SKL.
This is SKL’s future, and everyone is a participant in what God is going to do
with us these next 140 years!

Alice Goodman
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La Nuit des Eglises
On 20 May, 28 churches in Lausanne opened their doors to the public from 18h
to midnight, including the Scots Kirk. Around 80 people visited us throughout
the evening. Once again they almost all commented on the “accueil chaleureux”
and the “ouverture d’esprit”.
Sylvia McKillop devised a skit highlighting the roles of some of the great
Reformers in this the 500th year after the Reformation. She stepped into the
shoes of Marie Dentière, a Genevan who played a large part in the closure of
Geneva's convents, and preached with reformers such as John Calvin and
William Farel. In many ways Marie was a woman ahead of her time, stressing
the need for a larger role for women in religious practice. Jean-Noël de Réland
(Jean Calvin) and Geoffrey Peek (John Knox) admirably brought their
personages to life, the latter taking increasing delight in adlibbing as the
evening wore on. Finally, Alice Goodman brought us up to date with her story
of the Scots Kirk in Lausanne, including some local history and pictures of “the
early days”. In one of the four presentations, she was enthusiastically helped
by two young girls who enjoyed playing “spot the difference” between the
church today and in 1912, when it was in the countryside. In the library, the
drinks and snacks, including smoked salmon canapés and shortbread, were
much appreciated. All in all it was a fun evening and another positive
contribution to our outreach efforts.

Lindsay McTeague on behalf of the Outreach Team

Geoffrey Peek in full flood as John Knox!
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"All are Welcome"
The Moderator-Designate of the General Assembly, the Rev Dr Derek
Browning, tells Lynne McNeil about being expelled from Sunday
School - and a call to the ministry that surprised him as much as
everyone else.
A gleaming double oven has pride of place within
the kitchen of the Victorian manse of
Morningside Parish Church in Edinburgh. Shelves
weighed down by recipe books provide the
telltale signs of a ministerial passion for cookery
and it will be no surprise to learn that hospitality
will be the theme of the Rev Dr Derek Browning’s
year as Moderator of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland. “The overall theme of
this year’s General Assembly is ‘Word of Life’
and, thinking about different significant words in
the life of the church, for me, one of them is and
has been hospitality and also welcome and how we do that. It is also about
inclusion. Inclusion has been a significant part of my ministry,” he explains.
Derek, the minister at Morningside since 2001, is both erudite and charming and
with a quick wit – tempered by compassion and a passion for ministry and
people. He is also no stranger to regular visitors to the General Assembly,
having served in recent years as Convener of the Business Committee.
Born in Edinburgh, he grew up initially in Penicuik, Midlothian, where he found
himself removed from Sunday School, and later in North Berwick. “I was
removed from Sunday School at the age of seven for being a disruptive
influence because I was asking too many questions. That sense of wanting to
ask questions is important to both my ministry and parish work and at the
General Assembly. Questions are always in order,” he explains.
After being dispatched from Sunday School, the only time he participated in
anything church-related was compulsory attendance at school assemblies
(despite his protests of agnosticism) and with friends at the Watchnight Service
at North Berwick’s Blackadder Church. Worship at the services was led by the
Rev Dr Donald McAlister, who would prove to be an important influence. “I was
always impressed by his integrity and his honesty. He would never give us a
hard time for turning up on Christmas Eve or say: ‘Have you thought why you
are here?’ I respected the man.”
Derek became one of the first alumni of North Berwick High School to go to
Oxford University, when he was offered a place at Corpus Christi College to read
history. During his last year of studies he developed an interest in the
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Reformation. As part of a thesis on the life of Knox, he made an appointment
with the then minister of St Giles’ Cathedral in Edinburgh, the Very Rev Dr
Gilleasbuig Macmillan. “Gilleasbuig was incredibly gracious with all the
questions I had, but at the end, he said: ‘For the last hour we have maybe spent
two minutes talking about John Knox. The rest has been spent talking about
church and ministry. Have you reflected on that?’”
Having  completed his  degree,  job offers  came  from  the BBC as  a  continuity
announcer and he was also drawn to personnel work. “I had a job interview
with Shell and was about to be offered a position. Sir Bob Reid, the (then) Head
of Shell, who came from Cupar, was involved and he asked: ‘What would
happen if you didn’t get this job? What would you do if the job offer from the
BBC fell through?’ And out of nowhere the words: ‘I could always go into the
ministry’ came out. “There was a stunned silence, not only from them, but from
me. “I had a maiden great aunt who had given me a copy of the Bible which
I treasured. I sat down and read it that night from cover to cover. At the end
of it, I was not quite sure what had happened. I thought I would write to the
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. I got a letter back
from the then Education for the Ministry Committee saying: ‘This may be a call.
These are the things you need to do.’ I wasn’t a member of the Church at that
point. I was still finishing my finals. I didn’t know what training I would need or
where I would go.
“I turned down the jobs I had been offered, which was a brave thing. I stayed
with  friends  in North Berwick. Donald McAlister  invited me  to move  into  the
manse with him and his wife. I went to his communicants’ class. The day before
I went to selection school, I joined the Church.”
He opted to complete his divinity studies at St Andrews, undertaking practical
training in Dundee at St Peter’s McCheyne, Tayport and at St Andrews: Hope
Park. He was licensed by the Presbytery of Lothian in July 1986 and served as
a probationer at Troon: St Medan’s before looking for his first charge in 1987.
“The congregation of Cupar Old and St Michael of Tarvit was looking for a
minister. They were not looking for a probationer or a bachelor but it just clicked
between us. There were some significant people there who were generous,
understanding and talented. “It was a big church. There were lots of
opportunities to do different things. They were good people and always up to
try new things. We did some interesting projects there.”
It was during his time in Cupar that he decided to undertake doctoral studies at
Princeton, USA. He offered his doctoral thesis on leadership and management
of change and entitled it ‘It’s Aye Been’. “It was principally about redefining the
role of the Moderator (of Presbytery). I’d just become the Moderator of the
Presbytery of St Andrews and looked at what were legitimate leadership roles
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Soup & Cheese Lunch dates for 2017
7th June, 5th July, 2nd August, 6th September,

4th October, 1st November, 6th December

Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the Kirk’s
website and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook page of
children and young people belonging to the Scots Kirk. If for any
reason you would prefer that a photograph of your child should not
be used in this manner, please let the editor know on
cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.

within a Presbyterian structure. I might just have a quick flick through it again!
Sometimes you are a shepherd. Sometimes you are a commander. Sometimes
you have to be decisive, but the catalyst that has always been important in life
and ministry is to bring people together. That is where hospitality and welcome
comes in. All are welcome.”
He was called to Morningside in 2001, where he has overseen major property
changes, including the building of new halls. In bringing the generations
together, Derek has increased the role of children in worship. Our children play
an important part at the beginning of services. They lead a weekly prayer. They
help with the offering. Offerings have gone up since they started to help! We
also have an all age communion service every year. Our Sunday Club is
maintaining its numbers and growing because children feel welcome. When
children are collecting the offering, they come down the aisle to the communion
table and some of them skip down the aisle carrying the offering bags. I see
the congregation loving it too.”
His diary for his year in office includes presbytery visits to St Andrews, Glasgow,
Dumfries and Kirkcudbright and Ross. Overseas visits to the Middle East and
Sweden have also been pencilled in, along with Wittenberg in Germany for the
commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
The Moderatorial outfit has already been planned: “The congregation has
purchased my gown, which is hugely significant as it means I will carry a little
bit of Morningside with me through the year. I’m going to wear a traditional
court coat with buttons.” He promises that lace will feature.
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Our Garden Cross
It was felt that we should this year share
our joy of Easter and the Resurrection
with our neighbours and passersby. And
so it was that this project for a Cross in
the garden came to form. First of all a
carpenter, member of the congregation,
took on the work of construction. He had
to bear in mind that we would need to
be able to add the flowers and a system
to water them.
During Holy Week the Cross remained
stark to remind us of Christ's suffering.
And then... early on Easter morning... a
small group brought the flowers and
decorated the Cross.

Geraldine Ewen

Easter flowers in the
church, beautifully
arranged by our faithful
Flower Ladies!
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International Presbytery Report – March 2017 in
Rotterdam
The Presbytery meeting was held in Rotterdam on the 10-12 of March. In spite
of an iffy long range weather forecast, the weekend was relatively dry with
some sunshine although it was blustery and cool. It was my first trip to
Rotterdam and I really enjoyed what I saw and ate...
lots of fish!
The first day of Presbytery starts with Committee
meetings in the same way as we hold meetings all
through the year. The names and functions are also
very similar to our own “teams”. The Conveners
prepare their deliverances to report to the plenary
meeting which starts in the evening at 18:00.
We started the plenary meeting by thanking Rhoda
Grant for her time and service as Moderator and
welcomed our new Moderator, the Rev. Ewan MacLean
(Gibraltar).
We had a welcome stop for the evening meal at 20:00 which is always prepared
by the host congregation. We had a wonderful variety of dishes prepared by
members of diversity only equal to our own congregation. It was a congenial
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meal and a great way to catch up with friends from all over Europe that we
haven’t seen since the last meeting. There are always some new faces as
Presbytery Elders change and new Ministers are inducted. The Rev. Laurence
Twaddle from Geneva was at his first meeting since his induction in February.
At our Communion Service on Saturday morning, the Rev MacLean sang our Call
to Worship in Gaelic, and although I don’t have any notions of Gaelic myself, I
found it very moving. After Worship it was back to business and the reports
from the various Committees.
I will not go into all the business, but you will find the Presbytery Newsletter
and Deliverances on the Session notice board.
I will just report that there was a Youth Presbytery meeting held in Budapest
from the 17-19th of February and which three of our young people attended.
Many of you will have heard their enthusiastic report in church soon after their
return. The next Youth meeting will be held in Lausanne next year at a date yet
to be decided.
Sunday Worship was an uplifting service enthused with the contribution of the
Joyous Singers who warmed our hearts and had our feet tapping with their
Gospel singing. There was another delicious meal to share with the
congregation and enjoy fellowship with church members before leaving to go
our separate ways until we meet again in Malta this October.

Sylvia McKillop, Presbytery Elder

New Moderator of the International Presbytery
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Great Scot!
62: Victoria Drummond
Our subject number 62 was born into the Scottish nobility (her brother was John
Drummond, 15th Baron Strange and her father was Deputy Lieutenant of
Perthshire) and therefore, you might
prejudge, was one of a privileged
minority. However, she made her
mark by demonstrating that
minorities (under-privileged) could
triumph and by paving the mettled
road for aspiring young maidens
whose modest ambitions reached
further than the ‘norm’ of domestic
service. Victoria Alexandrina
Drummond was the first female
marine engineer in Britain and the
first woman member of the Institute
of Marine Engineers. During World War II she served at sea as an engineering
officer in the Merchant Navy and received awards (MBE and Lloyds War medal)
for bravery under enemy fire.
Victoria was born at Megginch Castle (Errol) in Perthshire on October 14th 1894
and took her Christian name from her Godmother – a certain Queen, regnant
at the time. Her education started at home where she amazed her family (at
the time it was probably not ‘amazed’ but ‘scandalised’) by announcing that she
wanted to become a marine engineer. The first world war arrived and
influenced the blossoming of our subject’s ambitions by providing employment
opportunities for women. One such opening came to Victoria in the form of an
apprenticeship in a garage (motor engineering) in Perth whence, with the
influence of her father, she moved to the Caledon Ship Works in Dundee staying
on until 1922. For those readers of a nostalgic nature, let’s look at her earnings
of the time – 3 shillings a week during her first year of apprenticeship rising to
6 shillings in her second year (i.e. 15p rising to 30p)! But back to her career,
one that was to be influenced by conflict – not that of opposition to her chosen
calling, but that of worldly combat – WWII; but before that, how did she ‘win’
her sea legs?
Victoria Drummond joined the Blue Funnel Line in 1922, aboard the good ship

 as assistant engineer. After this, Miss Drummond began to study for
her Second Engineer's qualification. After qualifying, she was able to find work
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but as a Fifth Engineer, signing on the British-India Steam Navigation Company
steam turbine liner  on 14th April 1927. Then followed twelve years
away from the ‘briny’ which saw her in administration – and conflict, with the
Board of Trade, whose custodians repeatedly failed her application for the post
of Chief Engineer because (as they admitted later) she was a woman. In 1939
war was inevitable so VD applied to return to sea as a Second Engineer.
Despite her good service on liners of two of the most prestigious companies in
the Merchant Navy, and glowing references from numerous superior officers,
all her many applications were declined and she signed on aboard the
aforementioned .
A life on the ocean waves was to follow and foreign lands beckoned, in the
shape (and ship) of , registered in Cyprus and in need of a second
engineer. After clashing with the 3rd engineer, Drummond left the ship – a
somewhat fortuitous move as  was sunk by enemy action one month
later. Victoria’s vessels also numbered the

and (thankfully) the during active service in WWII
plus, in peacetime, the and for the

 so you will perceive that her maritime experience
stretched far and wide.
In a career spanning 40 years Drummond made 49 ocean-going voyages. As
you have read, she persevered with her career through hardship and some
discrimination, doing the hard physical work of the engine room and managing
the engine room crew – a position demanding maritime knowledge, self-
confidence and a perception of the male psyche. She also had to endure
prejudice and discrimination from some of her immediate ‘superiors’. However,
she won acceptance and support from most of her fellow-officers and near-
universal support and loyalty from crewmen.
Victoria Drummond died on Christmas Day 1978, and now lies at Megginch
Castle beside her parents and sisters. Her biography,

, was written by her niece, Cherry
Drummond, 16th Baroness Strange. She is commemorated by a Victoria
Drummond Room at the Institute of Marine Engineers headquarters in London
and if you want personally to check on Miss Drummond visit the University of
Abertay in Dundee where she trained, studying maths and engineering (at the
time it was the Dundee Institute of Technology) and where there is a plaque
commemorating her achievements.
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A Date for your Diary
Saturday, 3rd June at 20h in the church hall
Classical/jazz concert with music by Gershwin,
Piazzola, etc., played by a quintet from the
Conservatoire, including Vanessa de Luze.
Entry is free, with a collection at the end to help
fund their CD. Drinks and snacks will be
available.

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
16th July 2017
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Talk to the Children
is a storybook based

on the many talks given by Rev. Douglas
Murray during his numerous years as the
Minister of our Church. This book is a delight-
ful way of building children’s loving hearts
and minds by reading them Christian short
stories full of humour and good sense.

 is available at the book stall
for CHF 25.-. If you wish to buy several
copies, you can also  contact Vreni:
+ 41 210 47 24 or v.gehring@bluewin.ch

Thank you…
On Sunday, 30th April, I had the privilege of representing the International
Women’s Club, Lausanne, on the occasion of the celebration of the Scots Kirk’s
140th birthday. On arrival I was warmly welcomed, and given an envelope
containing a short history of the Kirk, a copy of the Cornerstone and an Order
of Service. I found the Service varied, stimulating, respectful, touching and
often amusing. On a separate line, I must mention the absolutely beautiful
singing which accompanied various parts of the service. Various participants
spoke of their arrival/finding the Scots Kirk, and  mentioned the warm
welcome they had received, which although ex-Pats, made them feel they had
found a Family and a Home. During the film show, I was filled with nostalgia,
as I have been connected with so many of the Incumbents, some of whom and
their wives became personal friends of my husband and me. I also recalled that
at one time we had, at the American Women’s Club as it was then, three
excellent active members all named Jean Stewart, all of whom were also active
members of your Congregation.
When I started The Lukan Hospital Visiting Group so many years ago, the Scots
Kirk representatives were assiduous and faithful. At one period my husband
was hospitalised for a long time and his favourite visitors were the Scots Kirk
Lukan Group pair. He said ‘they treat me like a person, not an invalid, and relate
their holidays, normal lives, aggravations and pleasures, and they don’t pray
over me’
Nowadays I am regularly in touch with Daniel Blaser who has become a friend.
We both run the Libraries of our Associations and I eagerly attend the 1st
Wednesday luncheons, an event of which I am a great admirer. So, on behalf
of the International Women’s Club of Lausanne, I express our gratitude for
having been invited to share in your special celebration.

Vivienne Furtwangler
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"Jesus Christ knows the worst about you.
Nonetheless, He is the One

who loves you most."
- A. W. Tozer
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Recent meeting of the Kirk Session
At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 12th April 2017, the following
subjects were discussed. Further information can be obtained from the
minutes of the meeting on the notice board in the church hall or by
speaking to a member of the Session.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session:
21st June 2017 at 7.30 p.m.
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Cornerstone Classifieds
Mr. Be’s bees offer excellent honey for cooking and cakes; please call
Mr. B. Vuillemin/Sears (evenings) at 079 230 45 40 or 021 652 62 10.
BUKI’S PET PARADISE. Pet Care and Boarding, many years’
experience spoiling your best friend. www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on
078 790 02 51 or goudast@yahoo.com
English speaking car experts. We are A2B Automotive, a small
company who specialise in helping people with all aspects of car related
issues here in Switzerland. If you have any questions relating to a car,
we can probably offer a service that suits you, or just give you honest
advice. We are based in Pampigny near to Morges but serve the Geneva
and Lausanne area. www.a2bautomotive.com; Contact:
info@a2bautomotive.com; 078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
French Christian offers French and Spanish lessons (A1-B2 levels, that
is beginners and intermediate), CHF 30.-/h. Contact Alexandre
Dominique on 0787924269.
Request for English-French translation collaboration: Who is inter-
ested in discovering more about children’s sleep? A Swedish author,
Anna Wahlgren, mother of 9 children, has written a comprehensive
education manual, the title of which is “For the love of children”. This
book is now being translated by a collective team, in France, chapter
after chapter. I accepted to translate the chapter about the sleep of little
babies (10 pages A4). This whole French collective translation will later
be published in French. I now need to work on this with a native English
language lady who also has an excellent knowledge of the French
language. If you are interested, I would be happy to hear from you.
Please contact me:
nelly.bellot@sunrise.ch Tel: 021.729.55.12 Mobile: 076-439-38.73;
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