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23rd May 1959 – 19th June 2017

For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him

shall not perish but have eternal life.
Jn 3:16
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Remembering Helen
We all have been blessed by sharing time with Helen. She was very dedicated
and supportive of all the activities that go on at the Scots Kirk. Cheese lunches,
bazaars, B&B books, prayer groups, Open Church, marriage courses, Open Mic,
crèche, serving coffee, Bible readings, church walks, potlucks and BBQs. Her
soft loving presence always filled others with a sense of welcome and
acceptance.
Her cakes – whenever a volunteer was needed to bring a cake she preheated
the oven. Sunday mornings, she’d hum away in the kitchen baking a cake for
something coming up later that day. Her scones and her oatcakes were
perfection on earth.
Helen wasn’t someone to stand out in front or raise her voice to get attention.
She was quietly behind the scenes baking, cooking, setting up, taking down,
and washing up. She almost always stayed to the end until the lights were
switched off. She showed her love by smiling, inquiring, encouraging, listening,
touching your arm, or giving a hug. She softly emanated and transmitted to
others an acceptance, peace, comfort, wonder, trust and love.
One of the scriptures read at her funeral really stood out to me in a way that it
never has before.
I Cor 13 - 4-7: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
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angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perse-
veres.”
I have loved this passage and as I sat there on the pew at her funeral, I realized
how deeply Helen understood and practiced what the passage said. From my
experience of Helen, she was very patient, very kind, never spoke badly of
others, never promoted herself, I never saw her angry, she always saw the
good in people, she was not proud of herself, but of others whom she loved,
she kept no record of wrongs committed against her, she delighted in what was
good and true, she protected, trusted, hoped and persevered. From now on, I
will always think of her when I read this passage.
Helen shared her life with all whom she encountered demonstrating love in a
very Christ-like way. She will be dearly missed by us all and we are very grateful
for how she enriched each one of us here at the Scots Kirk Lausanne.

Alice Goodman

What Alice has written is just beautiful. I can't add to that. I'll always think of
Helen smiling and humming a tune.
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control."
Helen lived her Faith.

 Melanie Whitlow

From the very first time we met Helen, we all loved her. With her smile which
lit up her face, lit up any room she walked into, she made us all feel special.
She brought light and love to us all, never rushing but always taking time to
listen and to help in her kind and gentle way. Always sincere.
She loved her orange shoes and the colour turquoise and she made us  happy
with her warm sense of fun.
We are all overwhelmed with sadness at her untimely passing and our hearts
and prayers go out to Ian, Sarah, Michael, Matthew, Colin and her brother John.
To all who loved her.

Janet Beard

Sharing everyone’s memories of Helen and all she meant to the Scots Kirk
would be an enormous task,

so these are only a few memories of her.
Please do share your memories with Ian and family

as requested at Helen’s funeral.
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Helen’s story

Helen was born in 1959 and brought up in Lancaster. Her father was a school
teacher, her mother a nurse. She had a younger brother, John. According to her
brother John, Helen was a very caring person from an early age. Reading
bedtime stories, performing magic tricks and giving him lots of hugs to keep the
night terrors at bay. He also said she was very bright at school, loved music and
classical literature and could often be found with her head in a book. She was
a fantastic daughter to their parents and a wonderful sister.

On leaving school, she had the grades and the qualifications to join St. Andrew’s
University, where she made many friends, enjoyed her studies and her univer-
sity life. She graduated in modern and medieval history with a 2:1 Honours
Degree. While there, she also enjoyed the outdoor life, walking on the seashore,
cycling and gained a fondness of Scottish Country Dancing. Once again, Helen’s
caring trait shone through – becoming a member of the Student Voluntary
Service and a regular visitor to the patients in a local hospital.

In 1980, before completing her degree, through the friend of a friend she met
Ian. The relationship thrived and they got married in 1981. Once graduated
Helen, following in her mother’s footsteps, was strongly drawn to nursing and
she started as a student nurse in Edinburgh.

Helen was always very loyal and supportive of Ian, in his training and in his
ministry, and after 5 years in Edinburgh, Ian received a Call to Orkney which
must have seemed like a different planet to a lass from Lancaster!  A year after
their arrival in Orkney Helen became a mum for the first time when Sarah
arrived followed by two more Orkney babies, Michael in 1987, Matthew in 1989.
After 8 years, they moved to Bannockburn, where in 1994 Colin was born.

In 1996 came the move to Kirkcaldy, where Ian took up the post of hospital
chaplain and Helen busied herself with the children – she loved reading them
stories, even when they could read themselves. As Colin grew to school age,
Helen returned to nursing. Helen was a highly respected member of staff and
much loved by patients and their families. She was attentive, thoughtful and
caring, and treated people with such tenderness and concern, she was ideal in
the role. She was not somebody who got in a flap or who reacted adversely to
stress or problems. Helen seemed to float through issues and situations that
caused others stress and she had the patience of a saint.

susan_000
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They moved to Lausanne in 2010. Hoping she could pick up a nursing job, she
studied hard for her B2 French Language Certificate and passed with flying
colours – a star pupil according to her teachers.  She was then registered with
the Red Cross. Opting not to return to nursing, she continued to care for elderly
people offering companionship and practical help.

Out-with the church, she enjoyed going to the school of music and jazz, tap
dancing and attending an International Woman’s group. She made friends
wherever she went.

In early 2016, the congregation was shocked to learn of her illness and as time
went on, we were full of admiration for her courage, strength and acceptance
of what lay ahead. Never complaining, still showing her concern and often the
one comforting us.

Thanks to the Grace of God, Helen entered our lives, enriching us with her
sincere and welcoming smile, loving and gentle way, and teaching us how to
live, valuing people and the present moment.
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Letter from the Interim Moderator
Hi there… (again!)
Six months in, and I’m beginning to feel very at home in Geneva… More
importantly, so is the dog! And when the dog is happy, my wife Lindy is happy…
and when she is happy - I’m happy!  Funny how those things work!
We’ve grown to love the Lake – its changing moods and its unfailing capacity

to bring delight – whether sailing
across it, swimming in it, or simply
sitting at a table with a cool
refreshing drink, savouring the
sunshine and the ambiance.
Brilliant. We feel very settled, very
happy, and very fortunate.
We’ve been blessed with lots of
visitors – more, I suspect than if
we had been living in Shotts or
Clydebank (no offence!) – and
showing them the sights has been
a joy. The effect of all the visitors
is, however, that we have eaten
out and eaten well on far too many
occasions. This will need attention

or the new suits I bought to come to Geneva will no longer fit… An occupational
hazard I had not anticipated!
Worship at the Auditoire is a delight – and the sense of connectedness to a
history of faith and service that goes back so far, and has been so significant
for the world, is humbling and enriching. Meeting people from all across the
world, who come to walk the Reformation Trail and whose sense of gratitude
towards the Reformed tradition runs deep, generates real warmth and a sense
of privilege. People have travelled so far and with such purpose, we must do all
we can to allow them space and time to soak up the history – and we must offer
them the kind of welcome that is genuine and is truly meant.
I’m sure that you will be dealing with things in this difficult period within the life
of the congregation, and that your prayers and compassion will reach out to
Ian. I trust the variety and range of worship experiences over this period will
be an enrichment – and that before too long, you will have your own pastor and
friend back with you.
Yours
Laurence Twaddle
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Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
17th September 2017



Cornerstone No. 187, page 9

Forgive Your Enemies
The preacher, in his Sunday sermon, used "Forgive Your Enemies" as his subject.

After a long sermon, he asked how many were willing to forgive their enemies.
About half held up their hands. Not satisfied he harangued for another twenty
minutes and repeated his question. This time he received a response of eighty
percent. Still unsatisfied, he lectured for fifteen minutes and repeated his
question. With all thoughts now on Sunday dinner, all responded except one
elderly lady in the rear.

"Ms. Jones, are you not willing to forgive your enemies?"

"I don't have any."

"Ms. Jones, that is very unusual. How old are you?"

"Ninety-three."

"Ms. Jones, please come down in front and tell the congregation how a person
can live to ninety-three and not have an enemy in the world."

The little sweetheart of a lady teetered down the aisle, very slowly turned
around & said: "It's easy. I just outlived them all!"
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Some news from Hartzel
Dear Pam,
A literally warm greeting from Denmark as it is getting warmer now here.
I am sorry that I have to respond to your letter in email instead of by mail. It
may be unpolite, so please forgive me. I was too occupied by so many things
and doesn't able to send you a letter immediately. And I think it is much better
to do it via email since it's a bit urgent. Glad I manage to find your email in my
inbox.
Greatly appreciate of thinking about me for the church weekend. I would love
to join but unfortunately my savings won't allow me. I have just been to
Amsterdam earlier this month for a women's conference together with the
Minister's wife here and some ladies from the church. It was an amazing and
wonderful experience. We had Jill Briscoe as our speaker with the theme, My
Rock and my Refuge: Finding Joy in Difficult Places. Grateful to our Lord for
granting me that experience. He has given me a time to rest in His presence,
reminded me of His promises, strengthened me with His word that has been
shared to us and challenged me to grow more in Him.
I was saddened by the news about Ms. Helen. I am keeping her and her family
as well in my prayer. Me and my family is also going through a trial at the
moment. Every one of us is at some point have difficulties in life and goes
through trials. Thanks to our Lord for His grace and mercy that sustains us with
strength and holds us fast so that we may not fall. Indeed He is our rock and
refuge.
I may not be able to join the church weekend but will visit there on July when
I will have a longer vacation. I am just waiting for my host family for their final
decision on which week they will be traveling which means I can also travel on
my own. The Lord has placed me into a kind family as He always does. My work
isn't easy, it is so difficult and very tiring at times. But I praise the Lord that He
sustains me with strength and patience to finish what I have started here. I
decided to stay with them until next year since I am allowed to stay in Denmark
for two years. After that I am still figuring out what I should do next.
I look forward to seeing you all and spend some time with you. Thank you so
much for your thoughtfulness, love and care.
Blessings,
Hartzel

Cornerstone Publishing Programme 2017
Edition Number Deadline for text
October-November 188 17th September
December 2017-January 2018 189 12th November



Cornerstone No. 187, page 11

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
17th September 2017
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Soup & Cheese Lunch dates for 2017
2nd August, 6th September, 4th October,

1st November, 6th December
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Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the Kirk’s website
and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook page of children and young
people belonging to the Scots Kirk. If for any reason you would prefer that
a photograph of your child should not be used in this manner, please let the
editor know on cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.
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Great Scot!
63: Andrew Cruickshank
He was, in a way, one of A.J. Cronin’s creations (see GS 11) starring in

as Dr. Angus Cameron in that series that ran for many years
(1962 to 1971) on BBC Television. Andrew John Maxton Cruickshank was born
in Aberdeen on Christmas Day 1907 and there he was educated at Aberdeen
Grammar School, with all good plans laid, to continue with his formal education
by entering into further education in civil engineer-
ing … but, the call of the footlights and boards was
stronger than that of the floodlights and bawds (if
you follow my rather crude analogy) and Andrew
went into drama, touring in provincial theatres
before going on to bigger stuff such as a role in

 at the Savoy in London. Sounds easy
doesn’t it – a bit of ‘amdram’ up in the
(and perhaps in ) then the bright lights
of the but it does not go so easily.
Months of hard work, auditioning, being rejected,
living in dubious ‘digs’ and living ‘out of the can’
were to follow before his first foot on the ladder of
stardom with his role in  in
1930. The kaleidoscope world of acting beckoned
– one in which an actor can portray characters of multi-coloured and varying
backgrounds and be himself in many ways in front of an adoring public – or can
he?
Andrew Cruickshank was to become ‘typecast’ as a stern commander of
authority, such as a judge, as you soon shall read, or as a doctor (Stein in

–1957; Lynch-Cliffe in – 1958 or even
as Dr. Cameron (a different one) in – 1958. Also as a
police officer – Inspector Baxter in  – 1949 and Inspector Clement Pill
in of the same year; but he had other strings to his theatrical
bow – Maudelyn, in  on Broadway in 1934 or in

 (as three characters) in London in 1935. These were high times for our
subject – he enjoyed full employment during the terrible recession; however,
higher prizes were to come – in the cinema. A.C.’s first film role was that of
Robert Burns (a good start for a Scot) in  in 1937. In all, Andrew
Cruickshank appeared in some 30 films including the celebrated

 in 1964 as Mr. Justice Crosby and in (1984) as
Conway Jefferson. He even had a part in the 1960 Norman Wisdom Comedy
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, in the role of… McKillup (no joke – honest, and I
haven’t mis-spelled it) and The Lord Provost (typecast again) in

(1961). Away from cinema and on to the ‘telly’ GS63 portrayed Mr.
Justice Lorrimer in before going on, in 1963, to be Mr. Justice
Duncannon, playing the title role in that series. ‘Typecast’ you say? Well, his
final stage appearance was in the guise of Mr. Justice Treadwell in

 at the Queen’s Theatre in 1987. His very last portrayal and
appearance was as Mr. Hodinett (no ‘Justice’) in a television production of

 in 1988. It was on air just more than a week after his death.
Andrew J. M. Cruickshank died on April 29th, 1988. He was chairman of the
board of directors of the Edinburgh Festival Fringe from 1970 to 1983 and, a
little-known fact concerning his interests away from the theatre, he was a
Scottish nationalist. He left a son and two daughters and perhaps one Dr.
Cameron. However, his memory lives on in (of all places) Milton Keynes where
there is a Cruickshank Grove and if you wish to visit the place of Dr. Cameron’s
practice go to Callander (‘Tannochbrae’ in the series) a homely town that lies
between Stirling and the ‘Road to the Isles’… yeh canna beat it!

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
17th September 2017

The Beauty of the Rose
We have a very beautiful red rose on the first page of this edition of
Cornerstone and red roses were very much in evidence at Helen’s funeral.
Several of the family members carried them and a single red rose was on the
front page of the Order of Service under Helen’s photograph. Everybody loves
roses but they were obviously deeply symbolic and especially appropriate on
that otherwise very sad day. I did not myself know until the day of the funeral
that Helen was born and spent her early years in Lancaster, a city and county
town in the north of England. The red rose was a very important badge of
identification for Lancastrians during the bitter Wars of the Roses (1455-1487)
and later became and remains to this day the unofficial emblem of Lancashire.
Then at the funeral Alice Goodman sang very beautifully what is unquestionably
Robert Burns best known love song My Love is Like a Red Red Rose thus linking
Helen’s English upbringing with her future Scottish family and life and the fact
that for all of us red roses will always remind us of her.

Pam Kirby
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Talk to the Children
is a storybook based

on the many talks given by Rev. Douglas
Murray during his numerous years as the
Minister of our Church. This book is a delight-
ful way of building children’s loving hearts
and minds by reading them Christian short
stories full of humour and good sense.

 is available at the book stall
for CHF 25.-. If you wish to buy several
copies, you can also  contact Vreni:
+ 41 210 47 24 or v.gehring@bluewin.ch

Visit on 23rd July by the Wylie family
The Rev. Andrew Wylie was the minister of our church for seven years and left
in 1967. Three of his children, Fiona, Heather and Jean, were born in Lausanne
and the last daughter, Kirstie, was born in Scotland. Mr Wylie was the co-
founder of the  Commonwealth American School which is now called the
International School of Lausanne. The school started with seven students and
this has now increased to 900 students. Mr. Wylie’s widow, Sheila, has not
returned to Lausanne since leaving in 1967 and she and her daughters were
thrilled to be able to visit the Scots Kirk on 23rd July and join in the Sunday
Morning Worship. Mrs. Wylie is now 89 years old and still very fit. There are a
number of people from the “olden days” who remember the Wylie family with
affection and they were very pleased to have the opportunity of meeting them
again over lunch after the service.

Gisela Barbey
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Church weekend
at Crêt Bérard
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Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
17th September 2017

Open Mic

Crêt Bérard
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Recent meeting of the Kirk Session
At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 21st June 2017, the following
subjects were discussed. Further information can be obtained from
the minutes of the meeting on the notice board in the church hall
or by speaking to a member of the Session.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session:
23rd August 2017 at 7.30 p.m.
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Cornerstone Classifieds
Mr. Be’s bees offer excellent honey for cooking and cakes; please call
Mr. B. Vuillemin/Sears (evenings) at 079 230 45 40 or 021 652 62 10.
BUKI’S PET PARADISE. Pet Care and Boarding, many years’
experience spoiling your best friend. www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on
078 790 02 51 or goudast@yahoo.com
English speaking car experts. We are A2B Automotive, a small
company who specialise in helping people with all aspects of car related
issues here in Switzerland. If you have any questions relating to a car,
we can probably offer a service that suits you, or just give you honest
advice. We are based in Pampigny near to Morges but serve the Geneva
and Lausanne area. www.a2bautomotive.com; Contact:
info@a2bautomotive.com; 078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
French Christian offers French and Spanish lessons (A1-B2 levels, that
is beginners and intermediate), CHF 30.-/h. Contact Alexandre
Dominique on 0787924269.
Request for English-French translation collaboration: Who is inter-
ested in discovering more about children’s sleep? A Swedish author,
Anna Wahlgren, mother of 9 children, has written a comprehensive
education manual, the title of which is “For the love of children”. This
book is now being translated by a collective team, in France, chapter
after chapter. I accepted to translate the chapter about the sleep of little
babies (10 pages A4). This whole French collective translation will later
be published in French. I now need to work on this with a native English
language lady who also has an excellent knowledge of the French
language. If you are interested, I would be happy to hear from you.
Please contact me:
nelly.bellot@sunrise.ch Tel: 021.729.55.12 Mobile: 076-439-38.73;
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