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How great is the love the

Father has lavished on us,

that we should be called

children of God!

1 Jn 3:1
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Notes from the Manse
Dear Friends,

Wow, this is the Christmas issue of the Cornerstone! I am sure that by now,
your plans for the holidays will be taking shape or are already in place.

Some folks will be coming to Switzerland for the
holidays and others will perhaps be going away.
Wherever you plan to be I wish you the very best of
the season and in the company of your friends and
family, and the blessings of Christ Jesus.
My return to work following Helen’s death has been
interesting to say the least! I am grateful for the
support given by quite a few people. Those calling
upon me at the Manse, others willing to step up and
share in the conduct of worship. I am also thankful

for those who have been willing to take a lead with other initiatives and
projects across the life of the church. Various threads of work are clearly
to be seen, weaving together to make a strong cloth by which the Scots
Kirk continues to be a place where we can find solace in sadness, healing
for our brokenness and grace in our expectations of one another.
Of particular note is the emerging work of the newly constituted Worship
Team. This team offers us the opportunity to reflect upon the worship
experience. As noted at the recent Local Church Review visitation from the
Presbytery, there is always room for improvement in practice and in our
understanding. It is my prayer that we will each offer our best in worship
and that all we do will be to the glory and praise of God. Indeed, if you
harbour concern for the worship life of the Scots Kirk and desire to see us
flourish then come along to Worship Team meetings. You are invited! Make
an honest and positive contribution to the work of the Worship Team.
Come, help nurture the future shape and style of the worship programme.
It’s been great working alongside Hector as a ministry student intern.
Hector has come from Princeton Theological Seminary and will be at the
Scots Kirk Lausanne for a year. During this time I hope you will reach out
to Hector and his wife Marie, offering them your support, love and prayers.
Please invite them into your home, or arrange to meet up with them for
coffee in the town. Talk with them after Sunday services. They have a great
deal to share with us and not least, their youthful energy, enthusiasm and
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joy for faith in the service of Christ. One significant theme in Hector’s
ministry is the approach of  and of
particular note is his work with young adults.
Again, I write with good wishes to you and yours as Christmas comes!
Ian
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Scots Kirk St. Andrew’s House Building
New Roof Cover and Photovoltaic Panels
The old roof cover was made of tin and has lasted more than 50 years. It had
to be repaired many times because of leaks. It was at the end of its lifespan
and could not be repaired anymore. The Session therefore decided to have it
replaced.
Thanks to our many donors and in particular to Oak Foundation for very
generous grants, the project could be achieved. A tender document was
prepared by M. Burgos and sent to three different firms in order to receive
offers. The work was awarded to M. Burgos as his offer was the cheapest and
also because of the renowned quality of his work.
The existing insulation that was laid on top of the concrete roof slab (support-
ing the roof) was improved by adding an extra layer of insulation that was
blown onto the surface. It was quite a difficult job to carry out as the space
between the roof and slab is very restricted. The removal of the old tin cover,
the transport of the new one and of the solar panels was carried out with a
mobile crane and also with a chain hoist.
The wooden roof structure has been retained. The new cover is made of copper
and should last for a very long time. The rainwater pipes and the gutters were
also replaced by new copper ones. Many safety hooks were fixed onto the roof
in order to protect the maintenance people. The opening to the roof was
replaced by a slightly larger one, but access to the roof is still difficult.
The tops of the ventilation ducts were sealed, as they had become loose and
the chimney of the old refuse chute (no longer allowed) was demolished.
Session decided to have solar panels installed as well. These are photovoltaic
panels; there was however not enough space to also install a system that heats
running water. As the roof is almost flat, the photovoltaic panels had to be fixed
on top of the roof; another system called “integrated” would have replaced the
roof cover. Offers were solicited from five different firms and the firm Electrosol
was chosen.
The 46 panels (make ALEO, monocrystalline) installed on the roof produce
300W each, that means a total of 13.8 Kw. According to Electrosol the
estimated annual production will be about 13'400 Kwh. The panels produce
direct current that is directed to the ground floor by way of a cable going
through the old refuse chute and then to the roof of the basement and towards
the inverter. The inverter transforms direct current into alternative current and
is installed opposite the electricity switchboard.
The electrician has installed a new electricity meter that reads the consumption
of the whole building. The electricity produced is used primarily by the
building's users and the surplus is sold to the  at a reduced

susan_000




Cornerstone No. 189, page 5

rate. Our church will pay for the consumption shown on this meter and we will
charge the doctors for their electricity consumption as indicated by their own
electricity meter. The addition of an accumulator to store our excess electricity
was not considered, as it was very expensive. As an additional subsidy is now
available the situation is being reconsidered.
We should receive a one-off subsidy of about CHF 8,000.- from Swissgrid and
hopefully also a certain amount from the city council.
The panels should be cleaned once a year and the tinsmith is expected to do
that as well as carry out the other ordinary maintenance tasks (like cleaning
gutters and rainwater pipes).
SUMMARY OF COST CHF
Contractors:
Insulation: Stopflamme  7,180.-
Scaffolding (included in Burgos' invoice)
Tinsmith: Burgos SARL 106,800.-
Solar panels: Electrosol          31,250.-
Electrician: Romelec  4,500.-
Tinsmith adviser: Techtoit  1,200.-
Insurance     870.-
Total:       151,800.-
Loss of revenue from garage and parking places is not indicated.

André Bignens
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Ian J. Kirby (15.02.1934-23.10.2017)
No –– Ian was a not a regular member of our congregation at the Scots Kirk
but he was a constant worshipper at Christ Church, here in Lausanne –– and
his wife, Pam, is one of the Kirk’s most faithful and productive members. Ian’s
funeral at Christ Church on October 28th was numerously attended. Not only
by his fellow worshippers at the Church, but also by
former ‘colleagues’ from the University of Lausanne,

 and the  and, many of
us from the Kirk. His influence on the lives of others
was thus demonstrated.
Ian was a gifted and highly (but modestly) qualified
academic. His title(s) came as Professor, Dr. Kirby
(oh, yes) but when, at a VP Music Hall back in the
1980s, I, as the MH Chairman, announced that a
certain character had been portrayed by Professor
Kirby, Ian admonished me and told me not to refer
to his academic titles in future! Ian was a friendly and
helpful member of the ‘Amdram’ fraternity –– both in
Vevey and in Lausanne. He gave us a great deal of
advice and encouragement (although he and I argued when it came to
football…). He was the person to whom we put the questions (and there were
many) when a point arose as to who said what and where in one of the works
of Shakespeare (for here I. Kirby was an authority).
Ian’s passing leaves more than a void in the lives of his family, his theatre
colleagues and his academic contacts; his life, celebrated on October 28th,
shows us what we can achieve in this life so short.

Once again, we will be opening the church in the afternoon during Advent. The
doors will be flung wide from Monday 11 December to Friday 22 December,
from 16h to 19h. We invite you to drop by for some time to yourself, a moment
of peace and quiet. As ever, we rely on a small but committed group to welcome
visitors, but there is always room for more. On Saturday 16 December we will
be serving mulled wine, mince pies and other Christmas goodies. If you have
children or grandchildren, why not attend the Holiday Storytime (+ craft) on
Wednesday afternoons from 15h to 16h before coming along to the church? We
look forward to seeing you at Open Church.

The Outreach Team



Cornerstone No. 189, page 7

Church Flowers
Flowers decorate our church every Sunday and beautify our sanctuary
for worship. Sometimes they are provided by members of the

congregation celebrating a special occasion, like a
birthday or an anniversary. Following the service
they are often distributed (with the agreement of
the donor), to the housebound, to those who are
bereaved, to the sick or those in hospital, etc.
If you could help in delivering the flowers one
Sunday, please make yourself known to Geraldine
Ewen (Flower Lady), Catherine Cowper (Pastoral
Care Convenor), or the Minister, after the service.

We are very grateful to those who offer flowers during the year, but
would welcome new helpers! Should you wish to donate flowers and
need more information on how to do so, please contact Geraldine on
(021 648 37 41).
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The minister of Dornoch Cathedral, the Rev Susan Brown, has been
announced as the Moderator-Designate of the 2018 General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland.
Mrs Brown said she was ‘deeply moved and honoured’ to be chosen for the role.
She said: “This is probably the highlight of any minister’s lifetime’s work. It’s an
enormous responsibility, an enormous pleasure and it’s incredibly humbling to
think that others should think me worthy of chairing such a prestigious gathering.
“Being Moderator will not be about what I can do, but
about what God wants to do. I am conscious that it is
both a great privilege and a great responsibility – one
I can only undertake at God’s prompting.”
Mrs Brown grew up in Penicuik, Midlothian, where her
father was a miner. While the family was ‘not
especially religious’, Susan and her sisters attended
Sunday School at Penicuik North Kirk. She was 15
when she sensed a call to the ministry, and went on to
study Divinity at New College in Edinburgh.
Her first charge was at Killearnan on the Black Isle,
where she spent 13 years before moving to Dornoch
Cathedral – following former Moderator the Very Rev
Dr James Simpson.
She was in the headlines in 2000 when she performed
the marriage of pop star Madonna to Guy Ritchie, and
baptised their son Rocco. She also gained international
media attention last year when she wrote a spiritual
reflection for each of the 18 holes of the Royal
Dornoch golf course.
“Dornoch is a beautiful place to be and Dornoch people
have a warmth and hospitality,” she says.
“When you’re in the far north you are much more likely to be at the heart of
everything and that’s very important to me. In the Highlands you will find the
church at the heart of the community and the community in the heart of the
church.”
After 32 years as a parish minister, she says she still feels pride in the role: “I
am one of those strange creatures who went straight into ministry from school,
and I have thoroughly enjoyed every experience I have had It’s a great privilege
and also a great responsibility. You see people at their most vulnerable and their
most ecstatic.”
Mrs Brown was the first woman to serve in both Ross and Sutherland
Presbyteries and the first woman to be moderator of both.
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Her year as Moderator of the General Assembly will coincide with the 50th
anniversary of the decision to ordain women to the Ministry of Word and
Sacrament. She said: “I count myself incredibly fortunate that there were
people who forged the way, in order that people like me could go forward on
this path. I am not strident about it: I am a minister who happens to be a
woman.”
Mrs Brown has been married for 36 years to Derek, lead chaplain for NHS
Highland, whom she met at Sunday School aged 10. They have two children:
Simon, a novelist, and Hannah, a social anthropology graduate.
In addition to her parish ministry, she has served the church nationally as
vice-convener of the Ecumenical Relations committee and is currently vice
convener of the World Mission Council. She is also a Chaplain in Ordinary to the
Queen.
She says she will bring her love of the outdoors to the role of Moderator, making
her theme walking alongside people. “When you walk alongside people, you
listen and you exchange stories,” she says. “It gives us a chance to talk more
deeply than when we are face to face.”
“Deliberately making the time to walk in our communities, praying as we go,
talking with those we meet, listening to the stories of friends and strangers
alike, seems to me to be following in Jesus’ footsteps.”
Mrs Brown said her experience comforting families who have lost loved ones to
suicide confirmed her choice.
“I want to encourage people to get out more because while it can be one of the
hardest things to do when you are depressed it is also very healing,” she added.
The year will also coincide with centenary commemorations for the end of the
First World War, and with the Scottish Year of Young People.
“In looking back on this milestone anniversary, we need to let the past remind
us of the huge toll war exacts and we need to learn from the experience of
those young men and women who paid a price beyond asking,” she said.
“The fact that 2018 has also been designated the Year of Young People provides
a poignant reminder of the connection of the past, the present and the future.”

From the magazine of the Church of Scotland
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News from the Lotz-Holz family, now in Potsdam**
Hello Susan
Thank you so much for your mail!
We are doing well, liking it here very much. The little one has grown so much,
end of November (29) he is turning 2 already. He’s a real sunshine in our lives.
And for May 2018 we are expecting a little sibling for Niclas. Hoping all will go
well…
And for you it must already be Bazaar Season?
With our very very best regards to you and the entire congregation.
Love
Katrin
** address available from the editor
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A note of thanks from Hetty
Dear friends!
Thank you SO much for the wonderful gift of
Sfr1,073.52 that arrived on our account! We
appreciate it very much indeed and it is so
much!
The whole team of Evangile-en-chemin is very
grateful indeed.
Love
Hetty

May the Lord bless you all and guide you!

A very

Happy
Christmas

to all our readers!
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Some pictures from
the Scots Kirk year

Harvest Sunday

Picnic at Mivy
After-church walk
at Grangettes
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A fun evening
was had by all
who attended the
Wine Tasting and
Quiz event in the
church hall on
Friday evening,
29th September
2017. The event
raised CHF 1200
for church funds.
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Great Scot!
66: Donald Caskie
There follow the adventures of the … no, you are not on the
wrong column, and (as I’ve written before) read on! We deal here with Donald
Caskie. He was nicknamed thus –  – for very good reasons
as you now shall peruse (I hope). DS was born in Bowmore (Islay) on May
22nd, 1902. Bowmore – known for its distillery (one of several on the island)
but also for its circular church (now, why would a church be round in shape?
Either ask the Minister or ask the
undersigned…). No matter, for Donald
Caskie was to become celebrated… and
neglected, as you will see. Our subject
attended the local school and thereafter
went to Dunoon Grammar and then the
University of Edinburgh. He became a
minister of the Church of Scotland in
1924 and reported for duty at the parish
of Gretna St. Andrews; but continental
Europe was calling and in 1935 Caskie
became Minister of the Scots Kirk in
Paris. That would have been that were it
not for a little matter called World War II.
Donald Caskie became readily involved in
the activities of the French Resistance
when, after the annexation of Austria
and the invasions of Poland, Belgium
then France, he preached, each Sunday,
against the Nazi regime. Realising that
Caskie’s continued presence in occupied
France might lead to the minister’s death, the local authorities, in June 1940,
asked him if he would like to go back to .” His attitude was unequivocal
– and was also thus – “God wanted me to stay in France” whereupon he
continued – “I cannot desert my own people in such a dreadful hour of need.”
He ‘fled’ south, to Marseilles (part of the Vichy France) and was soon helping
allied servicemen to escape to GB (via Spain or Switzerland). The German
occupiers did not suspect Caskie – after all, he was a ‘seltssamer Mann’ ah yes
– because he baffled them with his Gaelic when called upon to converse!
Unfortunately, he was betrayed by an informer. He was hauled before a Vichy
court and feared for his life. He defended himself as a SCOT, pointing out the

 (1295 if you’d like to look it up) and when the judge asked if he
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was English, he replied “No sir, I am Scottish.” He then went on to underline
the value of the Franco-Scottish alliance and how he was part of it! His sentence
was, of course ‘guilty’, but for only two years in jail. Donald Caskie was then
transferred to Grenoble (not far from neutral Switzerland).
In Grenoble, DC’s work continued. For two years he was a University
Chaplain there until the Gestapo came bashing on his door. He was moved to
Nice, thence to Fresnes Prison, to the south of Paris where, after a ‘mock’ trial,
he was sentenced to death. Now, a question: whose side is God on––?? Look
at this: Donald Caskie was to face a firing squad BUT a German Army Padre
intervened. Hans-Helmut Peters, so impressed by the comportment and
expression of faith shown by GS66, appealed to Berlin and the death sentenced
was commuted. By this time Caskie had been instrumental in over-seeing the
liberation of 500 servicemen and some 1’500 civilians. For the duration, Donald
C. saw out the war in a POW camp where he saw to the spiritual needs of his
fellow prisoners. By the end of hostilities, he felt the need to go back to Scotland
and there he became a when he penned the tale of his war-time
experiences in his book .
Here, the story ends not, for the Rev. Caskie’s heart was till partly in ‘Gay Paree’
for it was there that, with much of the royalties from his best-seller, he financed
the rebuilding of the Kirk in Paris (in fact, it had to be renovated twice and
Caskie footed the bill each time). He was, for a time, Chaplain of the Caledonian
Society of France. On August 24th 1959, Donald Caskie was the subject of 

on the BBC. One of the guests was the aforementioned Hans-
Helmut Peters – tears flowed (and why not?). By then Caskie had become quite
celebrated. However, we do not finish with a happy ending. Returning to
Scotland in the 1960s, the reverend gentleman ministered at Old Gourock
Wemyss Bay, Skelmorlie and finally at St. Cuthbert’s at Monkton. Well, ‘nothing
sad about that’ I hear you utter but this subject lived out a lonely life, moving
from the Royal Scots Club to various bed-and-breakfast hostels before finding
a permanent spot with his brother Tom in Greenock. His last resting place is
(very fittingly) Kilarrow Church (the ‘round’ one) on Islay. There you can inspect
The Reverend Caskie’s World War II medals and relax in Donald Caskie Square,
named in honour of the great man. The Rev. Dr. Donald Currie Caskie DD, OBE,
OCF died in Greenock on December 27th, 1983.

Next Cornerstone deadline
14th January 2018
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Rosemary Green †21.10.2017
Having been a member of the Scots Kirk for 18 years, I knew Rosemary from
there and also from the English Library in Vevey, where we were both librarians.
Although there was a quite a big age gap between
us, Rosemary always managed to recommend a
good book for me, always a librarian’s hardest job,
to fit the book to the person. I was going through
a very difficult time and Rosemary elected to
become my ‘surrogate mum’ as she knew I had
recently lost my own mother. I gave her computer
lessons, and my son Philip was technical support,
and many lovely meals were shared at her kitchen
table in Ouchy, or in local restaurants. As a treat I
took her out in my son’s Smart and then his Audi
TT, and she loved every moment, ever young at
heart. She taught me how to make the best soups,
50g of butter, 500gm of vegetables, and 500 ml of
stock, a foolproof recipe ! When Rosemary moved
to the Bristol Residence in Territet, I was very
pleased, not only to know that she would be well
looked after in her autumn years, but also because
I would see more of her and could invite her to eat with me and with other
friends at our restaurant in Territet. She was an avid reader and until Easter this
year, I was still ordering books for her from Amazon. Rosemary was a past
headmistress of Roedean South Africa, and as we were both teachers, we
always had good stories to tell each other. She married Roger Green, the love
of her life, in her forties and enjoyed a happy and fulfilling marriage. Rosemary
always spoke of Roger so lovingly,  proof that it doesn’t matter when you marry,
but whom, and she was so very sad when he died from cancer. I have
wonderful memories of Rosemary’s kindness, generosity and thoughtfulness,
sense of humour, and I could not have had a better friend. May she rest in
peace.

Lyn Baerfuss
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Potluck Lunch
The numbers staying on after the service on the first Sunday of the month show
that the potluck lunches are a popular part of congregational life. As well as
providing the chance to talk to different people more deeply than at coffee time,
there is the element of delight and surprise in the food on offer. Sometimes it
is a simple lunch, with perhaps a salad, a piece of cheese and a slice of bread.
Other times it is a veritable feast, with people who spent the previous day being
creative in the kitchen bringing all manner of delicious dishes to share. Two
things are certain – there is always more than enough for everyone, and Johnny
always impresses with his culinary skills, whether grilled aubergine salad with
rocket and pesto, huge bowls of fresh hummus or Ghanaian beans and rice.
At the recent meeting of team convenors, the subject of “hosting” the lunches
came up. All too often it is the same people who set up and clear away. So that
everyone can have a chance to “have a day off” and enjoy the fellowship, it was
decided that each of the teams would take it in turns to be responsible for the
setting up and clearing away for a lunch. Of course, people should still bring
food to share, and the “duty team” would appreciate help from others attend-
ing. So next time you stay for lunch, it would be great if you could lend a hand.
The next potluck, in December, will be hosted by the Outreach team – hope to
see you there!

Lindsay McTeague
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Cheese Lunch dates for 2018

3rd January, 7th February, 7th March, 4th April, 2nd May,
6th June, 4th July, 5th September,

3rd October, 7th November, 5th December
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Recent meeting of the Kirk Session
At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 11th October 2017, the
following subjects were discussed. Further information can be
obtained from the minutes of the meeting on the notice board in
the church hall or by speaking to a member of the Session.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session:
13th December at 7.30 p.m.
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NOTICES
Fire extinguishers in the Scots Kirk: where are they?
Church:
1. Vestibule: just inside the front door
2. Library: by the door leading to the toilet
St. Andrew’s House:
3. Basement: in the cloakroom
4. First floor landing: at the entrance of the Appin Rooms
5. Third floor/Manse: landing
Fire Blankets:
One in the basement kitchen
One in the Fellowship Centre kitchen first floor

To all users of the Fellowship Centre kitchen
The instructions for using the vitroceram top, the oven and the
washing-up machine (which was chosen for its short cycle, and is
very easy to use), are to be found in the kitchen, on plastic cards.
The cleaning products that are used are phosphate-free and
therefore eco-friendly.

Please note that nothing should be stored in the boiler room
in the basement or in the organ loft. This is not only highly
dangerous and against official fire regulations, but our fire
insurer would consider their liability to be reduced in the
event of a fire and we could well not  be reimbursed in full
for any damage.

Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the Kirk’s
website and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook page of
children and young people belonging to the Scots Kirk.
If for any reason you would prefer that a photograph of your child
should not be used in this manner, please let the editor know on
cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.

mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
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Cornerstone Classifieds
Mr. Be’s bees offer excellent honey for cooking and cakes; please call
Mr. B. Vuillemin/Sears (evenings) at 079 230 45 40 or 021 652 62 10.
BUKI’S PET PARADISE. Pet Care and Boarding, many years’
experience spoiling your best friend. www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on
078 790 02 51 or goudast@yahoo.com
English speaking car experts. We are A2B Automotive, a small
company who specialise in helping people with all aspects of car related
issues here in Switzerland. If you have any questions relating to a car,
we can probably offer a service that suits you, or just give you honest
advice. We are based in Pampigny near to Morges but serve the Geneva
and Lausanne area. www.a2bautomotive.com;
Contact: info@a2bautomotive.com; 078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
French Christian offers French and Spanish lessons (A1-B2 levels, that
is beginners and intermediate), CHF 30.-/h. Contact Alexandre
Dominique on 0787924269.
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Link to the online calendar:
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=scotskirkcalendar%40gmail.com&ctz=Europe/Zurich


