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For Christ’s love
compels us,
because we are

convinced that one died
for all, and therefore all
died. And he died for all,
that those who live
should no longer live for
themselves but for him
who died for them and
was raised again.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15

A very
Happy Easter

to all our readers!



Notes from
the Manse
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Dear Friends,

In coming to church Sunday by Sunday it’s perfectly
normal to find that certain habits and expectations grow
within us. For example, over many years we have be-
come accustomed to being handed an order of service
only to find now, that it’s a service handout. This is
something which has come from the work of the Worship
Team and we acknowledge that it’s a change… and of
course, and for some people a loss, leading to the
question..

All I can say is that the introduction of a Service Handout
is not accidental. It’s the fruit of discussion across the
worship team. It is part of the response to critical
comments in the congregational survey and submitted to
the Presbytery Local Church Review visit last year.

The Service Handout does have purpose and good intention. As you will see
when you look at it, the sheet now has a clearer emphasis and focus on our
spiritual nurture. There’s still an order in the service! In fact that has not
changed and is shown “section by section” on the screen during worship
services.

The Service Handout is a tool for us to use! In the moments before the service
begins the handout can be used to help us prepare. We can look up and read
the hymns or the readings and we can pray using the prayer topics or sit and
mull over the thought for the day! It is expected that sheet will be taken home
and serve in the same way through the week, encouraging Bible reading whilst
also helping us stay mindful of the prayer requests and the worship themes.

Members of the Worship Team are aware of the challenge some people feel in
this development. However, I urge you to embrace this initiative and allow it to
become a familiar and fruitful tool! The Worship Team intends to meet regularly
this year and you are very welcome to come along and participate in the work.

Your minister and friend,

Ian
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Holy Week & Easter at the Scots Kirk

Monday 26th March
16:00 – 19:00 Open Church

Tuesday 27th March
16:00 – 19:00 Open Church

Wednesday 28th March
16:00 – 19:00 Open Church
18:30 – 19:00 Prayer Time

in the church (library)

Thursday 29th March: MAUNDY THURSDAY
16:00 – 19:00 Open Church

19:00 – 19:30 Maundy Thursday
Communion Service

Friday 30th March: GOOD FRIDAY
12:00 – 15:00 Good Friday Vigil

Sunday 1st April
10:30 Easter Morning Worship

with Holy Communion
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In the footsteps of Allenby with the Friends of St.
Andrew’s, Jerusalem. November 29 – 9 December,
2017.
A journey to commemorate the centenary of Jerusalem’s return to
Christian governance (and incidentally, the centenary of the signing of
the Balfour Declaration* 2/11/1917).

The Society of Friends of St. An-
drew’s Jerusalem supports the
Church of Scotland in its work of
maintaining the vital resources of the
Scots Memorial Church and Guest-
house in Jerusalem. General Allenby,
Commander-in-Chief of the Palestine
Campaign during World War 1 at the
time when Jerusalem was taken on
December 10, 1917, ordered his
Officers to dismount as they entered
Jerusalem in honour of the Holy City,
where the formal surrender of

the Turkish forces was taken. A large portrait of Allenby hangs in the Guest-
house lounge.
I had joined a group of 26 which had assembled at the guesthouse to begin a
tour organized by the Friends. The trip encompassed many of the battle field
sites of the campaign and Commonwealth War Graves, where the ministers
amongst us held short wreath laying ceremonies. It also allowed some group
members to find the graves of relatives amongst the fallen, and to pay their
respects. And who can forget the Scots Piper in the group, whose plaintive tunes
in these lonely, but beautifully kept cemeteries, recalled the many Scottish
soldiers who failed to return? I found many Australian graves, including the
name of an indigenous Australian who had ‘Anglicised’ his name to enlist –
Indigenous Australians were forbidden to join the Armed Forces, but enlistment
officers often turned a ‘blind eye’ as the Palestine campaign needed able
cavalrymen, which the indigenous certainly were.
We arrived in time to attend a celebration of St. Andrew’s Day with a church
service conducted by Rev. Paraic Reamonn, followed by a celebratory buffet at
the Guesthouse attended by church members and many from the local commu-
nity. Kilts and kilt skirts were in abundance and we even had our own
Scottish Piper to entertain the gathering! The group also appreciated visits to a
number of organizations which St Andrew’s and the wider church supports  -

susan_000
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Tabeetha School; Sunbula Palestinian handcrafts; Sindyanna Olive Oil Centre,
and a few days were spent at the Scots Hotel in Tiberias. A talk from UNOCHA
– the United Nations Office for Humanitarian Affairs and an Israeli journalist,
Amos Harel gave insights into the current political situation; an Anglican priest
told us of the difficulties encountered by Christians living in the Galilee area and
we also visited St John’s Eye Hospital where we were shown around and
observed the wonderful work being done there. We were warmly welcomed by
everyone on these visits.
Nearing the end of the trip, the announcement came that the US government
would recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s Capital. Demonstrations and eventually
violence broke out and we were unable to visit Bethlehem or the West Bank, so
alternatives were proposed. I had planned to stay on for a few days to see
friends but was unable to travel to their areas, due to security concerns.
This journey, taken in the company of the Friends of St. Andrew’s was a huge
success, thanks to Walter Dunlop, former Middle East Secretary to the Church’s
World Mission Council who made arrangements from the Edinburgh side, and
to ‘AK’ Miller, an Army Officer who had recently been Military Attaché to the
British Embassy in Tel Aviv. Between them and with all the co-operation of
others, we experienced a wonderfully interesting time, rich in history and happy
memories of people and places.

Cynthia Gunn

*Lord Balfour was Foreign Secretary in Lloyd George’s Cabinet during WW 1. He was instrumental
in writing the Declaration which gave Palestine as a homeland to the Jewish people. Many would
see this was a major cause of to-day’s conflict. Balfour was an Elder of the Church of Scotland and
his descendants are to be found to-day in the St.Andrew’s area.

Condolences
We are very sorry to announce that Bernard Calmès died on 26th November
2017 in Nice, where he lived in retirement. Bernard was an Elder of the Scots
Kirk for a short period many years ago, although he mainly attended a
French-speaking church; he did, of course, maintain a very strong connection
with the Scots Kirk through his wife, Elizabeth, herself a long-standing Kirk
member and founder of the Scots Kirk bookstall. We send our condolences to
Elizabeth and their daughter Claire and their families.

No affliction would trouble the child of God
if he knew God’s reason for sending it.
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'Twas the month after Christmas
'Twas the month after Christmas, and all through the house

Nothing would fit me, not even a blouse.
The cookies I'd nibbled, the eggnog I'd taste
At the holiday parties had gone to my waist.

When I got on the scales there arose such a number!
When I walked to the store (less a walk than a lumber).

I'd remember the marvelous meals I'd prepared;
The gravies and sauces and beef nicely rared,

The wine and the rum balls, the bread and the cheese
And the way I'd never said, "No thank you, please."

As I dressed myself in my husband's old shirt
And prepared once again to do battle with dirt;

I said to myself as I only can,
"You can't spend a winter disguised as a man!"
So, away with the last of the sour cream dip,

Get rid of the fruit cake, every cracker and chip
Every last bit of food that I like must be banished

Till all the additional ounces have vanished.
I won't have a cookie--not even a lick.

I'll want only to chew on a long celery stick.
I won't have hot biscuits, or corn bread, or pie,

I'll munch on a carrot and quietly cry.
I'm hungry, I'm lonesome, and life is a bore—

But isn't that what January is for?
Unable to giggle, no longer a riot.

Happy New Year to all and to all a good diet!
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Church Flowers
Flowers decorate our church every Sunday and beautify our sanctuary
for worship. Sometimes they are provided by members of the

congregation celebrating a special occasion, like a
birthday or an anniversary. Following the service
they are often distributed (with the agreement of
the donor), to the housebound, to those who are
bereaved, to the sick or those in hospital, etc.
If you could help in delivering the flowers one
Sunday, please make yourself known to Geraldine
Ewen (Flower Lady), Catherine Cowper (Pastoral
Care Convenor), or the Minister, after the service.

We are very grateful to those who offer flowers during the year, but
would welcome new helpers! Should you wish to donate flowers and
need more information on how to do so, please contact Geraldine on
(021 648 37 41).
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Time for Change

Terry Deary and Martin Brown are the brains behind the
Horrible Histories series, which has made history both
accessible and interesting to young readers. I’ve often
wondered about asking them to write a history of the
Church of Scotland – I’m not sure how many readers it
would attract, but it would certainly fall into their genre
of writing!
Tertullian noted that the distinguishing mark of the early
church was the quality of their love for one another and
that they seemed willing to die for each other. The
history which has shaped the present-day Church of
Scotland does not have as its most obvious characteristic
such deep roots in love for those who belong to the same

community of faith.
Our past is deeply scarred by disagreement, separation and secession and that
kind of stuff has become lodged in our psyche, providing an ideal breeding
ground for conflict and making it hard for us to know how to live with our
differences.
Perhaps it is a comment made by Principal John Cunningham of St Mary’s
College in St Andrews which best sums up the character which has blighted the
Church in Scotland for too long. Writing just a few years after the Disruption
which gave birth to the Free Church of Scotland, he says: “Never perhaps, in
the history of any Church has so great a voluntary sacrifice been made for so
slender a principle – but yet not too slender for the Scottish Ecclesiastical
conscience to apprehend and exalt it into a question of life and death.”
The 1929 reunion was welcomed in a great public fanfare; but a few years later
John Burleigh, pre-eminent Professor of Scottish church history and Moderator
of the General Assembly in 1960, wrote in his : “It is
one thing to unite denominations, and quite another to unite congregations
which are proud of their traditions and tenacious of their rights. Presbyterianism
has always fostered strong congregational life. It is easy to be critical of
parochialism or congregationalism in this sense and to demand thorough
rationalisation. But grave spiritual damage may be done if this problem is not
handled with patience, sympathy and Christian insight.”

Life
& Work
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Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:
11th March 2018

He was right. Burleigh notes that in the first 30 years of the Union 700 local
unions and readjustments had been effected. That represents an average of 23
per year and that rate has never slowed up. Given our natural propensity for
resisting change and our inherited predisposition for dispute we have paid no
small price in the process of restructuring the church.
I don’t know how it could have been avoided but I do know that it has cost us
in time, talent and money and it has cost us in a general drift away from the
local church.
The point of this potted history is to encourage us to stop and think about how
we must resist the patterns of behaviour which have beset us in the past and
adopt a new and more positive attitude to building and planning for the future.
Urgent change is needed in almost every part of our church life. The structure
of our version of Presbyterianism is groaning under the weight of too much
bureaucracy. Presbytery reform is still a crucial requirement. The ministry of the
local church needs a new reformation. Even our confession and expression of
faith needs radically reframed.
It was Albert Einstein who famously said, “We cannot solve our problems with
the same thinking we used when we created them.” This Titanic of a church
may well be sailing very close to its iceberg and I wonder if instead of trading
the same old arguments we are any closer to listening to and learning from one
another. I wonder if we might have grown up enough to realise that there are
no knock-out blows on matters of so-called ‘great principle’.
I wonder if we can learn from our horrible history and build a more inclusive,
accepting, understanding and loving community of faith.

From  the magazine of the Church of Scotland

Biblical Faith:
It's not a leap into the dark;

rather it is a step into the light.
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News from the Bakker family
Dear Scots Kirk,
Herewith an update from the Bakker Family. We live since July 2016 in London,
Kingston upon Thames/Surbiton, where we both work for the NGO Tearfund.
When we left in the summer 2014 the plan was to move to South Africa, which
after two years became clear that this would not happen. Awaiting this move
we lived as a family in Holland from where Pieter travelled the world till the
summer of 2016 when we moved as said to the UK. The girls are doing great
and our girls Aurelie (6) and Davita (4) enjoy going to school and we love their
energy to explore life.
Although we haven't been back in the Scots Kirk since, we hold warm memories
towards the Kirk as we thoroughly enjoyed our time in Switzerland.
We wish the Kirk all the best and hope to be able to visit a service when in
Switzerland. God’s blessings!
The Bakker family

"God left you on earth
for a purpose. Do it."
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Robert Kenneth, you are an Ironman!
These were the famous words I heard as I arrived at the finish line of the
Ironman World Championship on 14th October.
I had qualified for this event back in September 2016 when I completed my 12th
Ironman Race. What is an Ironman? It is a long distance triathlon which
comprises a 3.8km swim, 180km bike, and a 42.2km run. All to be completed
in under 17 hour.
The original race was held on 18th February 1978, with 15 competitors. Now
there are nearly 100,000 people taking part in Ironman races throughout the
world, and they all want one thing: to qualify to go to the World Championships
in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii.
Qualifying is the first hurdle, then comes the logistics of getting yourself, your
family who want to come and support, clothes, race kit, and a bike half way
around the word. I am glad to say all the logistics worked with no hiccups.
Arriving 6 days before the race, I had time to soak up the atmosphere and
watch the infrastructure being put in place for the big day. I also had time to
swim, bike and run. To get used to the heat and humidity on the Hawaiian
Islands. All too quickly the race day was on me, there was no more training, no
more worrying, there was nothing I could do — it was my day to take on the
Ironman.
There was what seemed like a lot of waiting about that morning, then the time
for the competitors to enter the water came around. I walked down onto the
very small beach and then stood and waited till about 10 minutes before the
start gun. I did not want to waste any more energy than I had to, by treading
water on the start line. I then slowly entered the water and swam out the back
of the line. And then the start gun sounded.
The swim was very calm despite the photos, and was very relaxed, I knew I
could swim the distance in the time I needed. I just got myself in behind some
other swimmers and let them tow me round the course. It took me 1:20:19 to
finish the swim, and I was back on dry land to change from swim to bike.
Transition is something to rehearse and to prepare mentally so you don’t forget
anything important. Then it was time to pick up my bike and make my way out
onto the bike course.
The names of the streets and villages we passed through on the bike course
were well ingrained in my mind. I had been dreaming of this day since I started
to do triathlon back in 2006. There was not a cloud in the sky and the sun was
now beating down. The column comprised 2,500 competitors as we made our
way from the pier at Kona to the half way point at Hawi. The first bit of the
course was easy and I was soon into my pace. Then at about 1/3 of the way to
Hawi the wind started to blow right into our faces. Unlike the Tour de France,
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we are not allowed to ride in a “peloton”, or big group, so there was no way to
escape the wind. Another 30 km up the road the wind died down, only to come
back as a cross wind and then a head wind for the last 20km as we climbed to
the highest point of the course; the village of Hawi. As I turned around I
realised I had lots of time to get back to the pier in Kona. I just had to cycle
safely.
On the way back to Kona the wind had swung round and there was a headwind
for the last 60km of the bike ride. Arriving back at the pier and getting off the
bike I had lots of time to complete the marathon, 42.2 km run, but the wind
and the undulating course had taken a lot of energy out of my legs. The
marathon was going to be a very long walk.
In Hawaii it gets dark very early and I was glad I had placed a small head torch
into my pocket. It served me well. My family were all watching my progress on
the athlete tracking system; we all knew I had plenty of time I just had to grind
out the marathon. I had rehearsed this run in my mind so many times over the
weeks building up to the race. As I made the last turn-around in the Natural
Energy Lab, I looked at my watch and I still had 4½ hours to walk the last 14km
back to the finish line on Ali’i Drive. I had time. I kept walking with my head
held high.
I kept drinking water and coke and eating fruit, as I went and then I was back
in the town of Kona, The support started to grow as I made my way down the
hill of Palani Road for the last time. Then to be greeted like a hero by my family
I had just a mile to go. The number of supporters kept growing as I jogged
gently downhill to the sea and the famous Ali’i Drive. The encouragement grew
more and more vocal as I made my way towards the carpet which marks the
last 50m of the course. The crowds were leaning over the railing holding their
hands out to hi-5 and congratulate me. I really felt like a star as I ran up the
carpet with my arms outstretched soaking up the atmosphere, and the energy.
It felt as if I had won, and in my own terms I had.
It was worth every single penny it had cost me to get there; all the hours of
training; all the previous races; all the restless nights. It all made perfect sense
– it was all for this one moment on the carpet they had laid out on Ali’i drive to
welcome us home. And then it was all over, I had crossed the Finish line. Race
Time: 14:43:16
Thank you to everyone who has supported me over the years, my family, and
my friends. It has been one amazing journey, and it continues. I want to go
back to Kona. I don’t know how, I don’t know when. But there really is a pot of
human gold on that finish line, and I want more.

Robert Kenneth
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Sunday School in the
park with Daniel!
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Some photos
from the
Christmas
season at the
Scots Kirk
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67: Eric Linklater
Yet another thoroughly Scottish Great Scot born ‘over-
seas’ (this prolific writer was born in Penarth, Wales on
March 8th, 1899) who achieved celebrity status via the
creation of novels, short stories, children’s fantasies,
travel books and military histories. Eric Linklater was
born to ‘Norse’ parents – his father an Orcadian and his

mother of Swedish descent – and identified, all his days, with the Orkneys. The
good people of these islands, like those in Shetland, are not Gaels, rather
Scandinavian; indeed, Linklater is an Orcadian name derived from Old Norse (a
rough translation gives us ‘at the stone of the heather’).
Our subject however, was educated on the Scottish
mainland at Aberdeen Grammar School followed by
Aberdeen University. Another facet of his education, a
somewhat more violent one, came from his activities in
military service. Linklater was a member of the Black
Watch in WW I and was wounded at The Somme in
1918. In WW II he served with the Orkney section of the
Royal Engineers, worked in the publicity department of
the War Office and saw service in Italy 1944/45. In 1951
he served as a temporary Lieutenant-Colonel in Korea.
These experiences were to have an influence on E.L.’s
writing – and perhaps, due to his writing, on many more of us; however, GS 67
did not set out to be a writer for he began his studies in medicine before
realising that he was travelling up the wrong academic path.
He discontinued medicine and started to read English literature obtaining an MA
in 1925. He travelled a great deal becoming assistant editor of the

 in Bombay (1925–1927) and returned to Scotland by a somewhat
circuitous route that entailed crossing Persia and the Caspian Sea to the
Caucasus before regaining his beloved islands. Following work at the University
of Aberdeen, Linklater spent two years oscillating between the USA and China
on a Commonwealth Fellowship. It was during this period that he became
determined to be a novelist but he still had itchy feet, the wanderlust taking him
to India again, in 1935, to China, to Japan then crossing the Pacific to the USA
before returning to Scotland. So, where is this taking us?
All writers of distinction base their scripts on personal experiences (perhaps
with the exceptions of the Brontë Sisters and that of Karl May) then give back
to their readers stories and accounts which are elaborations and embellish-
ments of those experiences. Such accounts can thus allude to real occurrences
– often political – and lead the reader to concur with popular opinion or reject

Great Scot!
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it. Linklater’s work (1939) superficially deals with treachery and loyalty
BUT carries a strong indictment of Britain’s and France’s desertion of Czecho-
slovakia under the pretence of appeasement. Further, his novel
(1937) found its seeds in his experiences during prohibition in the USA and
points a veiled accusing finger at the authorities who failed to acknowledge the
role played by prohibition in the rise in gangster activities.
Not all of Eric Linklater’s works were of such a serious nature. In a more
light-hearted vein was (1946), the story of a none too brave
Italian soldier (influence of E.L.’s war service 1944/45). This was made into a
successful film in 1949, with Peter Ustinov in the title role. The next children’s
novels demonstrate our subject’s talent for entertaining young minds –

 (1944),  (1949) and
 (1958). The first of this trio won him the Carnegie Medal. Altogether

Linklater wrote 23 novels, 3 volumes of stories, 2 books of verse, 10 plays, 3
autobiographies plus several essays and various histories – truly the trail of a
successful literary man. Not so successful was his venture into politics. Eric
Linklater was a Scottish nationalist. He stood for the National Party of Scotland
at the East Fife by-election of 1933 but polled less than 4% of the vote. Thus
ended his political ‘career’ and he soon lost faith in the National Party. This
particular experience led Linklater to write  (1934) a novel in
which E.L. describes a fictitious by-election. In this work he creates a prickly
character named Beaty Bracken and has her flush the Union Jack down the
toilet (would a Scottish nationalist do such a thing….). Unfortunately Beaty was
quite transparently based on a real national activist, one Wendy Wood, who
sued Linklater for libel. The case was settled out of court.
On a happier front GS 67 married Majorie MacIntyre who hailed from Edin-
burgh. Their union was to produce two sons and two daughters. Academic
honours came in the form of rector of Aberdeen University (1945–48), an
honorary degree therefrom in 1949, a CBE in 1954, the appointment as Deputy
Lieutenant of Ross and Cromarty (1968–1973) and the fellowship of the Royal
Society of Edinburgh in 1971. Eric Robert Russell Linklater died on November
7th 1974, in Aberdeen and now lies in Harray on Mainland, Orkney.

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone
11th March 2018
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News from Rebecca
At the start of my second year as a child health nursing student at Edinburgh
Napier University, I was given the opportunity to participate in a mobility
placement. Having a passion for travelling as well as learning new skills, I spent
a few evenings researching the possibilities that Edinburgh Napier had to offer.
During a society training event, I was introduced to a charity called “First Aid
Africa” and after having a long discussion with the president of the society
attached to the charity, after this I decided to apply for a position as a volunteer
for summer 2018. Being a student nurse, I felt this was the perfect mobility
opportunity for me and would be perfect for gaining practical health care
experience outside of an ordinary environment, help develop new skills and
further my existing skills by teaching my knowledge to others.
After a long interview with two of the society members, my application was
accepted and I was now a member of the Edinburgh Napier ‘First Aid Africa’
team. First Aid Africa is an international partnership, which provides emergency
healthcare training in rural communities, where access to healthcare is limited.
They provide first aid to communities across Tanzania, Uganda, Malawi and
Kenya. In the UK they are a registered charity and the volunteers are trained
before joining colleagues from across Africa to provide lifesaving skills in areas
where they are needed the most.
After the annual meeting I was informed I would be spending 6 weeks in Moshi,
Tanzania starting in June 2018. In order to partake in the trip I would be
required to raise the funds for the charity. I have already organised a fundrais-
ing pub quiz which went great. Currently a group of volunteers are doing a
sponsored virtual run from Arthur's Seat, Edinburgh to Mount Kilimanjaro,
Tanzania a total of 7,527km! We are running, walking, cycling or swimming the
full distance! Please feel free to check out my givepenny page at:
www.givepenny.com/beky1995_run_to_kilimanjaro_fitbit_challenge<http://w
ww.givepenny.com/beky1995_run_to_kilimanjaro_fitbit_challenge>
(https://goo.gl/ajpg32) to sponsor my run!
Furthermore you can donate directly to total giving page at:
www.totalgiving.co.uk/mypage/rebeccagoestoafrica<http://www.totalgiving.co
.uk/mypage/rebeccagoestoafrica> (https://goo.gl/Gf3mto)
I will be hosting a fundraiser at the Scots Kirk on Friday 30th March so save the
date and keep an eye out for details soon!

Rebecca Whitlow
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Kirk appoints first ever dedicated “farming minister”
The Church of Scotland has appointed its first ever dedicated "farming minister"
to help support people in the hard-pressed agricultural industry. Rev Chris
Blackshaw visits farms across Ayrshire to provide spiritual and family support,
counselling and encourages people to buy local produce. The 57-year-old also
interacts with young farmer groups, National Farmers Union Scotland
representatives, visits the weekly livestock mart and attends annual agriculture
shows. Mr Blackshaw, a farmer’s son, will also draw together groups of people
linked to the industry like vets, government agencies, livestock mart staff, those
servicing the farming industry and estate workers. A retired police sergeant, he

has experience enabling him
to provide support to people
dealing with a wide range of
issues such as bereavement,
addictions, illness,
depression, stress, suicide
and isolation.
The "innovative and creative"
Pioneer Ministry post is an
initial five-year appointment
supported by the Church of
Scotland’s Ministries Council
and the Presbytery of Ayr.
The new role has been

warmly welcomed by National Farmers Union Scotland and rural charity RSABI
who say the perilous state of the ailing sector is taking a "serious" toll on the
health and wellbeing of many people who too often "suffer in silence".
Love of Christ
Mr Blackshaw, who was previously a minister to the agricultural community in
Cumbria, said: “I absolutely love my new job and the feedback I have received
since I started in September has been very positive. I was born and bred on a
Derbyshire hill farm and have a good understanding of farming. There are not
many jobs I couldn’t do on a farm so this is the ideal job for me – showing
people the love of Christ by walking alongside them.” Mr Blackshaw, who owns
a smallholding in Cumbria and has seven English long horn cattle, said farming
can be a very isolating profession.
“For some farmers there are not many people who they can turn to and have
a confidential conversation with,” he explained. “I have met vets who have told
me that they often go back to farms, not to look at the animals but to make
sure the farmers are okay.” Rev Blackshaw is from a farming family himself.
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Mr Blackshaw, who lives near Maybole, says he is a “shoulder to lean upon in
hard times”.
“I go to the local market and call at farms to let people know I am there to
provide support and share in celebrations and happy times as well,” he added.
“My job is about letting people know there is someone there who cares and
wants to help them, especially when they think there isn’t anyone and showing
them that Church is very relevant in their day-to-day lives. It is about
communicating with people in a language and context that they understand
and feel comfortable in. I have been very pleasantly surprised by the faith that
exists amongst the farming community. Special acts of worship have taken
place already with around 250 people attending carols in Ayr market”. A bucket
collection was held and raised £900 for Ayr Farm Support and RSABI. Mr
Blackshaw plans to hold further acts of worship, which will include a lambing
thanksgiving service on a sheep farm, a farm walk BBQ and praise in the
summer and a harvest thanksgiving.
Isabell Montgomerie says the minister brings "warmth, care and compassion"
to the role. Kirk elder, Isabell Montgomerie, a former Presbytery of Ayr
moderator, described Mr Blackshaw as a “huge asset. He brings warmth, care
and compassion to the role,” she said. “People are so impressed by how easy
he is to talk to and happy to share their issues and problems with him. His
background means farmers feel comfortable speaking to him because he
understands them. The majority of farming people in Ayrshire are Christians
and they care more, in a lot of cases, about their animals than themselves. It
is great that Chris is able to really show that the Church cares about the farming
community.” Mrs Montgomerie, a farmer herself, said many people in the sector
are too busy to attend church on Sundays. “Chris is bringing out the faith in the
people he visits and I hope it will encourage them to share their faith with
others,” she added.
Rev Kenneth Elliott, clerk to the Presbytery of Ayr, said the Pioneer Ministry
position was akin to a church with fields and no boundaries. “We are aware that
the farming community has been under a great deal of stress in recent times,
highlighted by the poor harvest,” he added. “Chris has come in at a good time.
People have not just appreciated the fact that he is the Pioneer Minister for
farming, but also the fact that the Church of Scotland has had the foresight to
see there is a need for this type of ministry. I think that shows a very caring
and broad minded Church that is willing to try new ideas.”
The five-year pilot post could be rolled out across other parts of rural Scotland
in the future if it proves successful in reconnecting rural Ayrshire with
Christianity.

From the magazine of the Church of Scotland
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Cheese Lunch dates for 2018

7th February, 7th March, 4th April, 2nd May,
6th June, 4th July, 5th September,

3rd October, 7th November, 5th December
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Recent meeting of the Kirk Session
At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 13th December 2017, the following subjects
were discussed. Further information can be obtained from the minutes of the
meeting on the notice board in the church hall or by speaking to a member of the
Session.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session:
14th February at 7.30 p.m.
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NOTICES
Fire extinguishers in the Scots Kirk: where are they?
Church:
1. Vestibule: just inside the front door
2. Library: by the door leading to the toilet
St. Andrew’s House:
3. Basement: in the cloakroom
4. First floor landing: at the entrance of the Appin Rooms
5. Third floor/Manse: landing
Fire Blankets:
One in the basement kitchen
One in the Fellowship Centre kitchen first floor

To all users of the Fellowship Centre kitchen
The instructions for using the vitroceram top, the oven and the
washing-up machine (which was chosen for its short cycle, and is
very easy to use), are to be found in the kitchen, on plastic cards.
The cleaning products that are used are phosphate-free and
therefore eco-friendly.

Please note that nothing should be stored in the boiler room
in the basement or in the organ loft. This is not only highly
dangerous and against official fire regulations, but our fire
insurer would consider their liability to be reduced in the
event of a fire and we could well not  be reimbursed in full
for any damage.

Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the Kirk’s
website and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook page of
children and young people belonging to the Scots Kirk.
If for any reason you would prefer that a photograph of your child
should not be used in this manner, please let the editor know on
cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.

mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.


Cornerstone No. 190, page 26

Cornerstone Classifieds
BUKI’S PET PARADISE.
Pet Care and Boarding, many years’ experience spoiling your best
friend. www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on 078 790 02 51 or
goudast@yahoo.com
English speaking car experts.
We are A2B Automotive, a small company who specialise in helping
people with all aspects of car related issues here in Switzerland. If you
have any questions relating to a car, we can probably offer a service that
suits you, or just give you honest advice. We are based in Pampigny
near to Morges but serve the Geneva and Lausanne area.
www.a2bautomotive.com;
Contact: info@a2bautomotive.com; 078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
French Christian
offers French and Spanish lessons (A1-B2 levels, that is beginners and
intermediate), CHF 30.-/h. Contact Alexandre Dominique on
0787924269.
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