
Cornerstone

I will praise you, O LORD,
with all my heart; I will tell
of all your wonders.

I will be glad and rejoice in
you; I will sing praise to your
name, O Most High.

Ps 9:1-2 A very
Happy Easter

to all our readers!
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Notes from the Manse
Dear Friends,
Very soon we will be in the midst of Easter. In faith terms
this is the high point of the Christian experience.
What great joy there is in the discovery that for all the
challenges and struggles which confront us and for the
times when we walk in darkness, a new dawn beckons
and a new day invites us to live! We believe that those
who seek will find that there is a light for our path and a
guide to our steps. Our expression of this truth is shaped
by the traditional Easter greeting:

and our response,

“Recovery” and “Response” are two words which come
to my mind as I look back over the year since last
Easter. These are key words to consider when thinking
about the future of God’s people, the church. It’s true,
no one can change history. Whether we report good or
bad in our life to date, it is done!  Though we might long
for things to be different, , in the sense of
restoring things to the way they were, is impossible.

What we can do though, and this demands our attention, is to make our
as good a response as we are able.

For the women visiting the tomb early in the morning there was a surprising
encounter and a new role for them in carrying news of Christ to the other
disciples. From those moments of difficult
uncertainty and sadness, God has worked with
grace: to heal the broken hearted; strengthen the
faint hearted and with a continuing, constant love; to
change the hard hearted.
Such is the essence of the Easter message. 

and our response, 
 and so we look to the future God has

already prepared for us.
Joyful blessings,
Ian



Cornerstone No. 191, page 3

Holy Week & Easter at the Scots Kirk

Monday 26th March
16:00 – 19:00 Open Church

Tuesday 27th March
16:00 – 19:00 Open Church

Wednesday 28th March
16:00 – 19:00 Open Church
18:30 – 19:00 Prayer Time

in the church (library)

Thursday 29th March: MAUNDY THURSDAY
16:00 – 19:00 Open Church

19:00 – 19:30 Maundy Thursday
Communion Service

Friday 30th March: GOOD FRIDAY
12:00 – 15:00 Good Friday Vigil

Sunday 1st April
10:30 Easter Morning Worship

with Holy Communion
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Annual Congregational Meeting

The Annual Congregational Meeting
of the Scots Kirk Lausanne

will take place
in the church after the service

on
Sunday, 15th April 2018

All members of the congregation are urged
to participate in this important event

in the Kirk’s activities at which
the Annual Accounts will be presented.
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News from Jacqueline & Alice Caunt in Bath
To all at the Scots Kirk
Apologies for our radio silence I just cannot believe that it will be 3 years in June
since we left…

 Life in England is thrilling
and certainly an adventure but it lacks one
thing: a fantastic church. Although we attend
church at school it is nowhere near as warm
and welcoming as the Scots Kirk. I am
currently studying for A levels — History,
Philosophy and English Literature, all of which
I am enjoying and particularly how each
subject is interlinked. My extra-curricular
activities include singing in the school choir,
mentoring a younger pupil and working
towards my D of E Gold. I am looking forward
to the expedition part which will see me
scaling the highest point in England this
summer - Scafell Pike. I have had good
practice scaling even higher peaks in
Switzerland. I do miss you all.

 We are thoroughly enjoying life in dear old Blighty. We
both love being at Prior Park College in Bath and fully appreciate our Georgian
surroundings and I can easily imagine myself as a Jane Austen heroine
(Elisabeth Bennet being my first choice). We have the most delightful commute
to school each day walking through National Trust woodland, although we had
to invest in some good wellies, and the only traffic jam is caused by a hedgehog
crossing our path. We do miss our Scots Kirk family and would love to see you
if ever you are in the Bath area and we hope to visit Switzerland again at some
point.

Jacqueline & Alice

Condolences
We send our condolences to…
● Vicky Sikora and family on the death of Vicky’s
mother at the end of last year.
● Alison & Peter Fairchild on the recent death of
Alison’s mother.
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A message from Esther in Jakarta
Dear Scots Kirk friends,
First of all, thank you very much for your warm welcome to us, although it was
only for a short while. I remember that I checked Scots Kirk’s website before I
came to Lausanne, because I knew the first thing to do in a new place was to

try to find a church. I believe there is no other
community which has a more pure and genuine
heart than church (as we have the same love
from Jesus Christ). I am really thankful for
everything given to me and Martin. We were so
blessed with all the support and encourage-
ment, also very good hospitality from friends.
Our whole journey in Lausanne would never
have been the same without Scots Kirk inside.
My favourite part was the Potluck, held every
first week in the month, together with commun-
ion. I loved this sharing moment, both the food
and chit chat with many discussions. Also I
won’t forget the day of the Christmas nativity
play (17 December 2017) in which I could play
a role.
Personally, being active and doing something for
church is a must, we call it ‘Serving’. Many of us
may think that we don’t have a special talent or
are too senior to do things, or even too busy
with life. Please don’t! There are so many bless-

ings that can be obtained from serving, but what I love the most is that serving
allows us to experience God’s presence in new ways. Furthermore, do not forget
we have to serve Him because He has already served us before. All things in
this earth are His creation; even Salvation is given by Him. We should serve God
as a form of thanksgiving to Him. Do not worry about doing good or wrong, just
do something.
I will close my message with one of my favourite verses, Romans 8:28: “And
we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who
have been called according to his purpose.” May God bless the whole Scots Kirk
congregation, may He always guide our lives. Also my big respect to Pastor Ian
and all the Elders, may God use you all more and more. Scots Kirk: Au revoir!
Much love from Martin and me (back in Jakarta),
Esther
PS: 
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Life
& Work

A Divine Gift

One Monday as I was packing my golf clubs into the car,
a lady member of my Dornoch congregation said, as she
passed: “I am glad to see you are going away to enjoy
yourself on the golf-course, for you ministers cannot

have much enjoyment.”
Had she seen the way I played that morning, the drives I mishit, the putts I
missed, she might well have concluded I knew no joy in life whatsoever. How
wrong she would have been. Though the ministry has its serious side, it
fortunately also has its lighter side, plenty of sunshine, joy and humour, plenty
of opportunity to exercise our ‘chuckle muscles’.
David Kossoff once wrote a piece about humour in the form of a prayer.

I would agree with Kossoff. Humour is a divine gift.
Humour and laughter, like faith, can help us transcend life’s heartbreaks and
jumbled contradictions. Adversity being present in the world, I wonder if God
sought to balance things out by giving us a sense of humour, the ability to
perceive and appreciate the incongruous in life. I sometimes think of laughter
as God’s hand on the shoulder of a troubled world. I honestly don’t think I could
have survived in the ministry for forty years if I had not had a sense of humour,
the ability to laugh at my own foibles and pretensions, and more quietly at other
people’s foibles and pretensions.
As an old preacher once said, “If you could just sit on the wall and see yourself
pass by, you would die laughing at the sight.”
I am sorry that sense of humour and common sense were not listed with the
other five senses, for both these overlooked senses provide perspective.
Many years ago I was asked to give the annual lecture in honour of Professor
William Barclay. Recalling his lively sense of humour, I decided to entitle the
lecture “The Laugh Shall be First”. As I prepared, I could almost feel John Calvin
breathing down my neck saying: “You ought to use this special occasion to
speak about more weighty matters than laughter and humour.” But I have no
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regrets. Life for me is a blend of seriousness and humour, sense and nonsense,
sacred moments and comic interludes.
During the seventh grinding week of the peace negotiations that finally led up
to the signing of the Good Friday Agreement, Senator George Mitchell, the
American mediator, who was commuting weekly between Ireland and America,
one Monday surprised those present, by saying, “This morning I want us to talk
to each other about things other than politics. Over a cup of coffee, let us see
if we can just have a good time together.” The conversation turned to fishing,
family, sports, and the weather.
When someone mentioned opera, Senator Mitchell interjected. “I love listening
to opera. When I return to America and put on , I know Rodolfo is
going to sing the same words every time. That prepares me for my return to
Belfast, because the one thing I know is that I’m going to sit here and listen to
you guys saying the same thing over and over again.” The representatives on
both sides actually laughed. That light-hearted remark helped break the
deadlock between long-time antagonists.
To help commissioners distinguish between ministers and elders present at the
General Assembly, an elder once proposed that the ministers present should all
wear clerical collars. The motion resulted in a very heated debate. A humorous
remark by another commissioner finally eased the tension “Can I suggest that
a good way to distinguish the elders from ministers, is to note who pays for the
coffees at the coffee breaks. It is almost always the elders!”
In church life as well as political life, a light-hearted remark often achieves far
more than criticism. We rightly speak of a saving sense of humour.

From  the magazine of the Church of Scotland
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Church Flowers
Flowers decorate our church Sunday by Sunday and beautify our
sanctuary for worship. There is a rota in the vestibule of the church

where you can put your name on the Sunday of
your choice. Following the service they are often
distributed (with the agreement of the donor), to the
housebound, to those who are bereaved, to the sick
or those in hospital, etc.
If you could help in delivering the flowers one
Sunday, please make yourself known to Catherine
Cowper (Pastoral Care Convenor), or the Minister,

after the service.
We are very grateful to those who offer flowers during the year, but
would welcome new helpers! Should you wish to donate flowers and
need more information on how to do so, please contact Sylvia McKillop
024 441 15 71 or by email sylviamckillop@gmail.com
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Presbytery Youth Event:
16 - 18 February at the Scots Kirk Lausanne.
A group of 18 young people ages ranging from 18 to 28 years old attended this
year’s Youth Presbytery hosted by the Scots Kirk Lausanne. They gathered from
Amsterdam, Bochum, Brussels, Budapest, Lausanne, Paris, Rotterdam and Sri
Lanka. We played, laughed and of course, we ate well together! A Swiss 
provided a “Welcome Supper” on the Friday evening. Catering for expressed dietary
requirements, the dinner choices for Saturday night included Lasagnes, Shepherd’s
Pie and a very pleasing Vegan Cheesecake!
Throughout the programme we spent time thinking and talking, worshipping and
praying. In developing the proposed theme of “Happiness” we asked ourselves the
questions:
● What difference does believing in God make to how we live and respond to the

highs and lows, the joys and the sadnesses in life?
● Does having faith help us address the challenging and complex questions facing

us today?
“Celebration” (Philippians 4.4-9) , “Resilience” (2 Corinthians 4) and “Trust” (Psalm
62:1-8) emerged as keywords for us over the weekend.
The programme closed with the Youth Presbyters participating in the worship
service on Sunday morning. After a farewell potluck lunch which was time shared
with many members of the congregation, the youth participants began their
journeys home. A follow-up email to all participants invited feedback and comment
on the experience of the Lausanne Youth Presbytery 2018. The following feedback
and comments have been received:
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Youth Presbytery
in Lausanne

16-18 February
2018
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Torchlight Procession
on 24th January

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity
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A big
THANK YOU!

to Johnny and his
helpers for the delicious

Ghana Day lunch
which was much

appreciated by all.
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On 28th February, BnB Books were delighted
to welcome Jean-Denis Kraege to present his
latest book.

World Day
of Prayer

2018
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World Day of Prayer
On Friday, March 2nd, the World Day of Prayer was celebrated at Christ Church,
our sister church in Lausanne.
We woke up to thick SNOW and therefore many people found it difficult, even
with public transport, to attend the Service. We had planned to bring Melody,
our faithful organist, but accidents and holdups on the icy snowy roads made it
impossible for her to be with us.
Fortunately, Mr. Edgar Wilson, husband of Rev. Marée Wilson, was with us and
had all the hymns on a CD! He really saved the situation and although numbers
were down quite significantly, we were able to join fellow worshippers the world
over to pray for Suriname and for the world with all its present uncertainty and
suffering. A group of young people from Youth with a Mission were able to be
with us and enjoyed sharing the buffet lunch when we were able to make their
acquaintance.
As each year, this ecumenical celebration is a golden opportunity to meet with
friends and members of other English speaking churches in the area and we
thank everyone for their valuable contribution both in presence and financial
donations for Suriname.

Geraldine Ewen

Suriname WDP Committee

Espérer contre toute espérance
By Jean-Denis Kraege
Product details

� Paperback
� Publisher: Van Dieren (28 Feb. 2017)
� Language: French
� ISBN-10: 2374660052
� ISBN-13: 978-2374660059
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68: Moira Shearer
Are you interested in Ballet? Well I’m not BUT – this
subject is so fascinating (and was so beautiful) as to be
irresistible! Need I say “read on” (especially if you like
redheads…). This talented ballerina/actress was born in
Dunfermline on January 17th, 1926, as Moira King; little
did she know that later in life Miss King was to become

a ‘queen’. Although her fame as a magnetic and accomplished ballet dancer set
her on the pedestal of celebrity, she was to abandon this ‘pirouetting’ spotlight

in order to become an actress, a writer and a
mother of four beaming children – this is a journey
that few are able undertake; but let’s start with the
ballet.
She was nicknamed “ballet’s answer to Greta
Garbo“ (what does that mean?) but in reality,
Moira Shearer was the answer to no-one and
every-one and the following might prove it. At age
22, she dancingly starred in  as
Victoria Page, – a performance that popularised
ballet in the eyes of many a fresh audience. She
became principal dancer of the soon-to-become
‘Royal Ballet’ and murmurs were heard that GS 68
was to fill the ballet points of none other than

Margot Fonteyn! Principle roles in and 
followed; however, Moira said that her role in had led her career
as a dancer to a full stop and at the age of 27 she more or less turned away
from dancing. ‘More or less’ = ‘not quite’ and a painter known for his 

 caused her to perform, in 1987, as Elizabeth Lowry in Lynne’s 
 for L.S. Lowry’s centenary. This was to be her last dance appearance. So

we now turn to our heroine’s other pursuits…
Moira Shearer resolved to become an actress. Before that we must mention
MS’s domestic endeavours and these are not without import. She was judging
a fancy-dress ball when a young librarian-cum-author asked her for a dance.
She accepted adding “I don’t dance very well” (!!!) and proceeded to step on
his shoes – almost tripping him. (Ballerinas are not given to ballroom dancing.)
The young gent from the library was the budding broadcaster and journalist
Ludovic (later Sir…) Kennedy. That ‘dance’ led to great things and in 1950 Moira
and Ludovic married. Their happy union gave the world four offspring – one son
and three daughters. As for the actress, film roles rolled in: 

(1952), (1954 – possibly biographical?);

Great Scot!
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Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone
14th May 2018

(1960) and (1961 – possibly autobiographical??). On
stage she incarnated Titania in  (Edinburgh Festival
1954) a production that was to tour the USA and Canada and she toured for six
months as Sally Bowles in Isherwood’s . Moira was a star at the
Bristol Old Vic, notably in  by GB Shaw (1956). After a maternity
break Moira Shearer returned to ‘the Boards’ (and here we have the mark of all
great performers – those who can step out of the limelight and who can so
readily and successfully step back in)
appearing in and

(both in Edinburgh,
respectively 1977 and 1978) then in
Glasgow as Juliana Bordereau in 

(1994).
Lady Kennedy (as she now was) went on
to show her mettle as writer,
broadcaster and lecturer – reading on
BBC Radio 4’s , lecturing
on the history of ballet and reciting
poetry and prose, accompanied by Sir
Ludovic. From 1971 to 1973 she served
on the Scottish Arts Council and later
was a director of Border Television. A
biography of Ellen Terry flowed from her
fruitful pen in 1998 and regular book
reviews for the Daily Telegraph and for
the Sunday edition kept her views in the
public eye until encephalitis, in 2000, slowed her down. Moira Shearer was, to
many of her rivals, her colleagues, her fans – not least her family – a
fascinating, illuminating personage but to her self-effacing self… well, she tried
to write her memoirs but after a couple of weeks gave the idea up (as she put
it “out of boredom”). Our subject died, in Oxford, on January 31st, 2006.
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News from Chris Brown
Vicky Sikora was recently in touch with Chris Brown:
Hi Veronique,
It was nice chatting with you again.
Attached  are current pictures of Roger (left, older and shorter) and
Douglas. They were 7 and 3 when we left in August 1989.
Roger and Douglas both went to Hanover High School in NH although we lived
in Norwich Vermont and went to the Congregational Church there.
Roger went to Dartmouth where he studied engineering, was NCAA slalom
champion, before going on to be a NorAm champion and spending 2 years on
the World Cup. He and his wife Jenny have three children.
Douglas was captain of the ski team at Saint Lawrence University where he
studied biology and is now the principal sugar maker, CFO, CTO, CEO and
innovator for Slopeside and Untapped.
Marilyn, their Mom, is coaching skiing and helping at Cochran's ski area in
Richmond VT, that her parents built.
Here is the website for Slopeside Syrup:
http://www.slopesidesyrup.com/

Then…

Now…
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Help to entertain at the Scots Kirk
Pot luck lunches, Open Mics, fund-raising and social events are a welcome and
popular feature at the Scots Kirk. They add colour, fellowship, buzz and
enjoyment to the life of the congregation. We enjoy delicious and diverse foods,
surprisingly good wines, talented musicians and artists, and most importantly,
great company.
But who makes it all happen? To date we need to thank a very small band of
people – “The Usual Suspects” who organise diaries, publicise events, buy in
supplies, prepare food, lay out chairs and tables, set tables, serve drinks, dish
up food, clear tables, wipe down and stow furniture, stack dish-washers, scrub
pans, clean the kitchens, wash and iron table cloths, sort the re-cycling and take
out the bins over-flowing with the detritus of a good event.
As it is only fair that as many capable people as possible help with these tasks,
the Session has decided that each Potluck (always on the first Sunday of the
month) should be organised by a different team (see the rota below). This will
spread the load and encourage more people to lend a hand. However, there is
no need to wait to be asked to help – even if you are not a member of a team,
just get up and help or offer to take on a task in advance. And… if you’d like to
join a team, just let Ian or one of the Elders know!
As time-honoured Confucius says “many hands make light work”. 

Cathy FitzSimons

Pay attention at the back please!
The minister gave his Sunday morning service, as usual, but this
particular Sunday, it was considerably longer than normal. Later,
at the door, shaking hands with parishioners as they moved out,
one man said, "Your sermon, Pastor, was simply wonderful — so
invigorating and inspiring and refreshing."
The minister, of course, broke out in a big smile, only to hear the
man say, "Why I felt like a new man when I woke up!"
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Bringing pleasure to and helping others
Have you ever had your lunch at the Scots Kirk Soup and Cheese lunch? Never?
Well, you have been missing out, haven’t you! Once a month, devoted helpers
organise a lunch in the church Fellowship Centre.
This consists of soup, bread, cheese, fruit, tea/coffee and biscuits. All for
Sfrs.10.-.
The profits from the lunch are sent twice a year to charity.  The charity this year
is “La Soupe Populaire” in Lausanne. Each evening, this organisation, run by
volunteers, prepares soup for up to 300 needy people. In 2017 we were able to
contribute Sfrs.1300.- to this worthy cause.
The Soup and Cheese lunches have been running for over 70 years.
The church would like to continue this long tradition. However, the organiser
will be withdrawing from the “soup ladle” later this year after many years of
devoted stirring!

This is not a strenuous responsibility. The lunch is held once a month only, on
the first Wednesday of each month. Of course, this day could always be
changed according to which day suits best. There is a rota for soup makers, so
there is no need for you yourself to prepare the soup.
If you would like to have some more information as to what is involved, why
not come along to the next lunch on

WEDNESDAY,  4th APRIL.
Contact the Minister for further details
Or telephone the current organiser:
Ilze Condemi: 021 646 86 80 or 079 745 35 92
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Cheese Lunch dates for 2018

4th April, 2nd May, 6th June,
4th July, 5th September, 3rd October,

7th November, 5th December
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Recent meeting of the Kirk Session

At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 14th February 2018, the following subjects
were discussed. Further information can be obtained from the minutes of the
meeting on the notice board in the church hall or by speaking to a member of the
Session.
Electricity contract with doctors; Open Mic night; St. François carol service;
Soup and Cheese lunch; Potluck lunch hosting; Marché des flambeaux;
Presbytery Local Church Review; Youth Presbytery; Team re approach for
youth perspective; Update from Daniel Blaser; Commission to General
Assembly; Worship team update; Lent activities; Open church for Lent;
Crèche location; Crèche responsibilities; Date for ACM; Update on giving;
Elders’ workshop Scotland; Safeguarding; Website; Church roll; Corre-
spondence; Letter from Geraldine Ewen; Feedback from visitors.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session:
11th April 2018 at 7.30 p.m.



Cornerstone No. 191, page 25Cornerstone No. 191, page 25

NOTICES
Fire extinguishers in the Scots Kirk: where are they?
Church:
1. Vestibule: just inside the front door
2. Library: by the door leading to the toilet
St. Andrew’s House:
3. Basement: in the cloakroom
4. First floor landing: at the entrance of the Appin Rooms
5. Third floor/Manse: landing
Fire Blankets:
One in the basement kitchen
One in the Fellowship Centre kitchen first floor

To all users of the Fellowship Centre kitchen
The instructions for using the vitroceram top, the oven and the
washing-up machine (which was chosen for its short cycle, and is
very easy to use), are to be found in the kitchen, on plastic cards.
The cleaning products that are used are phosphate-free and
therefore eco-friendly.

Please note that nothing should be stored in the boiler room
in the basement or in the organ loft. This is not only highly
dangerous and against official fire regulations, but our fire
insurer would consider their liability to be reduced in the
event of a fire and we could well not  be reimbursed in full
for any damage.

Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the Kirk’s
website and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook page of
children and young people belonging to the Scots Kirk.
If for any reason you would prefer that a photograph of your child
should not be used in this manner, please let the editor know on
cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.

mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
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Cornerstone Classifieds
BUKI’S PET PARADISE.
Pet Care and Boarding, many years’ experience spoiling your best
friend. www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on 078 790 02 51 or
goudast@yahoo.com
English speaking car experts.
We are A2B Automotive, a small company who specialise in helping
people with all aspects of car related issues here in Switzerland. If you
have any questions relating to a car, we can probably offer a service that
suits you, or just give you honest advice. We are based in Pampigny
near to Morges but serve the Geneva and Lausanne area.
www.a2bautomotive.com;
Contact: info@a2bautomotive.com; 078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
French Christian
offers French and Spanish lessons (A1-B2 levels, that is beginners and
intermediate), CHF 30.-/h. Contact Alexandre Dominique on
0787924269.
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