
Cornerstone

The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim

the work of his hands.
Psalm 19:1
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A Letter from Ian
Dear Friends,
There are so many good things coming into my mind as I consider what to write
in this farewell thank you note.
Particular threads of activity I reported at the annual congregational meeting

this year are representative of the colour-
ful tapestry that will be an enduring mem-
ory of my time in Lausanne.
We’ve seen growth in participation and
change. For example, from hosting a
small Bible study group meeting at St
Andrew’s House to co-ordinating multiple
group meeting in homes across the area
and, different again this year, with study
guides written and available for home
devotion, we’ve enjoyed opportunities for
groups to meet in venues across town in
the mornings and evenings after work.
One of the first things I was called upon
to do when I arrived almost eight years
ago was to accompany our young people
on a trip to Amsterdam! This was the
beginning of many blessings which
culminated in our hosting the most recent

Youth Presbytery Gathering here in Lausanne. Over the week end 18 young
adults from 8 cities in the Presbytery thought and discussed the question “What
difference does believing in God make to how we live our lives?”. We also
laughed and played together and of course, we ate well too!
What a privilege and a deep, deep blessing to have walked alongside your
children and see them grow!
These are simply two illustrations of the wide and varied ministries we have
within the church family at the Scots Kirk Lausanne. I continually give thanks
for the rich, colourful patterns of service and devotion which have taken root
within the church. Immediately, I recall the expansion in the remit of the
Pastoral Care Team, as well as the initiatives of the Outreach Team which
created the “Open Church, open doors” themed projects and their potential for
neighbourhood and ecumenical engagement. In addition to these things,
there’s the streamlining efficiencies coming to us from the work of the Finance
Team. There is much cause for thanksgiving.
What’s more, it’s not all about expertise and confidence. It’s certainly not all
quick fixes and easy solutions. I know that the slow, emerging nature of our



Cornerstone No. 192, page 3

growth has fostered frustration or perhaps even annoyance in some. Dear
friends, what God is doing in us can be hard and difficult to measure by results.
Faithful patience is required as it can take years to see the flowering, but come
it will!
As I now prepare to leave Lausanne I am thankful for what I leave behind. A
wealth of leadership in people: enabled, strengthened, permitted and most
definitely, committed to loving and serving Christ our Lord in this world.
With dedication to the Common Good and by remaining accountable to one
another, YOU are the Body of Christ, that is this community of faith.
I pray for you all and for the Love of Christ; … 
Ian

Letter from the Interim Moderator
Hi there, and greetings to you as we move into a new and exciting phase of
the life of the congregation.

New situations can be unsettling
– and a Vacancy, as some of you
may recall, can generate a
mixture of emotions… the thrill of
the unknown, and the sense of
loss of the familiar – and it’s a
situation that brings opportunity
as well as challenge. So,
patience, understanding and
loyalty are very important…
patience as we work through
the sometimes convoluted and
bureaucratic processes of finding
a new minister, understanding
as things don’t always go quite to
plan or timetable – and loyalty
as the life of the church

continues and we meet for worship, to carry out the responsibilities, and as we
support the work with our normal levels of commitment.
Things will feel different, and we will need a good spirit of generous tolerance
and flexibility as we pray, plan and work to find a new minister for this charge.
There are scores of vacancies out there - across Scotland, and in Europe at the
moment – and not a huge number of ministers available from whom to choose.
This is the reality for church life in the Church of Scotland today, so the task
entrusted to the Nominating Committee when it is formed in the early summer,
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will be a tough and demanding one, and our prayers and support for them will
be important and valued.
We are very fortunate indeed to have been able to engage the skills and wisdom
of a range of experienced and talented ministers, all of whom are happy to
come to Lausanne and serve with us as locum for a period, and this will give
richness, variety and energy to the experience of worship and good counsel and
compassion in pastoral areas. To have so many individuals with so many gifts
assisting the congregation is a considerable blessing, and we are grateful to
them all for their willingness to change their plans and up-end their lives, to
share in ministry with us so far from home. My certainty is that the next few
months of church life in Lausanne will be vibrant and uplifting – (even on the
Sundays that it will be my turn to be with you!), as we unpick the knot of string
that is the Vacancy process!
So, let’s go for it together.
President Obama used to talk very positively of “Change we need” – well, it’s
“ !” and we will use the opportunity to consider the goals, the
needs, and the challenges this new situation presents, to move forward, in faith
and trust in the Lord without whom, we build in vain.
Laurence Twaddle

susan_000
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Presbytery Meeting, Lisbon March 2018-05-01
The meeting was actually held in Cascais, which is a tourist resort west of
Lisbon on the coast. In fact, the hotel was right on the beach and very nice,
too!
We had all our meals and meetings in the hotel which was very convenient but
made me feel a little cut off from the actual congregation as the church was
some 40 minutes away on the train in Lisbon. The upside was the easy access
to the little lanes with shops and restaurants which we made the most of when
we weren’t in meetings, of course! There were plenty of places to walk, parks
and museums. The first two days, Thursday and Friday, were very blustery and
we had some rain, but the rest of the weekend improved and we had plenty of
sunshine.

The Friday committee meetings started at 9:30 and in the Mission committee
we had a presentation from David Williams who is in charge of the “Go For It”
fund of the Church of Scotland. This fund has grants available to congregations
to “encourage creative ways of working which develop the life and mission of
the local church and are transformative for both communities and
congregations”. The scope of possibilities is very large and the amounts
available adapted to the scale of the project.
We also discussed new Mission projects and how to encourage our
congregations to bring forward new ideas to reach out where help is needed.
We were dismayed to hear how little has been collected from our congregations
for the current dual two year project. We were encouraged to promote more
giving before the end of 2018.
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In other committees, Finance noted that the Stewardship and Finance of the
CoS were very slow to respond to the Presbytery’s questions about Mission and
Renewal and the lack of stewardship support for congregational Treasurers
within the Presbytery.
The SKL was commended for the hosting of the Youth Assembly in Lausanne
and a short presentation was given by two of the participants. The Rev Eric
Foggitt was recommended to congregations as a resource in speech training for
Bible readers and the leading of prayers.
The Saturday night evening meal was held in the Officers’ Mess close to the
hotel. This splendid building is the Naval Officers’ Mess and the food was served
by serving marines! We had a delicious meal in grand surroundings and were
serenaded by one of the Lisbon Elders accompanied on the piano by another.
We were most grateful to the Session and organisers of this meeting who
showed us a warm welcome and generous hospitality.
On Sunday we were “bussed” into Lisbon for the Worship service in their lovely
church which was followed by a very tasty and copious buffet lunch.
The next meeting in October is in Amsterdam.

Sylvia McKillop, Presbytery Elder

Condolences
We send our condolences and our kindest thoughts
to those who have suffered the loss of someone
close to them recently, whether known to the
congregation or otherwise, and in particular to:
● Morven and the Bennie family on the death of
Morven’s mother;
●  The family and friends of Silver Ménasse who
died in March;
●  The family and friends of Jean Pernet who died
in April.

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone
15th July 2018
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Life
& Work

Prison Course is First for Scotland
Three inmates at Perth Prison have become the first in
Scotland to complete the Journey to Freedom course,
delivered by the prison chaplaincy team and Perth YMCA.
Journey to Freedom arose from the YMCA Restore Small
Groups course founded by Scott Reall in 2000, and is
increasingly used in penal systems in the US and else-

where as a formal part of progression and rehabilitation.
Delivered in small groups led by trained facilitators, it helps people begin to
redefine and address areas of their lives where they have seen themselves as
without hope.
Prison chaplain Deirdre Yellowlees says: “The course is led by trained facilitators
and offers a safe and encouraging place for participants to step out of contem-
plating change into real action acknowledging that a positive relationship with
God and others is critical in developing a lasting resilience.”
The Perth group was facilitated by Deirdre, with Alyxs Shaw and Franny
McGrath from Perth YMCA. Although three students dropped out through
transfer and illness, John, Matthew and Craig graduated in early March as the
first JTF students in the UK. Their achievement was recognised by a celebration
at which they were presented with certificates.
Deirdre says: “The participants testify to the skills and empathy of the facilita-
tors that enabled them to journey through material that requires courage and
commitment, finding hope renewed or even recognising this for the first time.
With confidence developed and nurtured, the growth of development within,
resources to equip and enable further self-understanding and growth the course
has been a great success.
“Moving forward, with support from YMCA locally one of the students will be
trained as a facilitator after release supporting his own development and
regeneration. We also intend to offer further courses throughout the prison
ensuring we provide positive opportunities for those in our custody.”

From  the magazine of the Church of Scotland

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone
15th July 2018
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Church Flowers
Flowers decorate our church Sunday by Sunday and beautify our
sanctuary for worship. There is a rota in the vestibule of the church

where you can put your name on the Sunday of
your choice. Following the service they are often
distributed (with the agreement of the donor), to the
housebound, to those who are bereaved, to the sick
or those in hospital, etc.
If you could help in delivering the flowers one
Sunday, please make yourself known to Catherine
Cowper (Pastoral Care Convenor), or the Minister,

after the service.
We are very grateful to those who offer flowers during the year, but
would welcome new helpers! Should you wish to donate flowers and
need more information on how to do so, please contact Sylvia McKillop
024 441 15 71 or by email sylviamckillop@gmail.com
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Cornerstone Publishing Programme 2018
Edition Number Deadline for text
August-September 193 15th July
October-November 194 16th September
December 2018-January 2019 195 11th November
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Jean Pernet 29.07.1943 - 18.04.2018
Jean Russell and her older brother Billy were brought up in Dublin by their
Scottish Mum and Irish Dad. Jean was a keen Girl Guide, and a pupil of
Alexandra College Dublin where her interest in history and languages was
nurtured. She learned to play tennis and squash — and kept these up until a
couple of years ago with the AIWC. She was a good hockey player too — and
was on the Alexandra College 1st Eleven team.
Jean came to Geneva in the 1960s to
work as a secretary in the World
Council of Churches Refugee
Department. She met and fell madly
in love with one of the few eligible
guys working there - Pierre Pernet.
They were married in 1970 in
Donore Presbyterian Church (now a
mosque) in Dublin, and lived in
Versoix until they moved to Aclens in
1974. They were blessed with two
sons - David and Marc.
The family immersed themselves in
village life in Aclens, along with
enthusiastic commitment to the
Scots Kirk Lausanne - Jean was on
the Congregational Board and was
more recently involved with the
renovation of the Manse bathroom.
She took a very active part in the
annual church Bazaar, dressing in
Vaudoise costume on occasion, and
doing a lot of sorting and selling on the White Elephant stall, as well as
contributing her baking and mincemeat. She was involved with the Living in
Lausanne programme of the AIWC to welcome newcomers to the area, along
with her sporting activities. All the while, Jean had a lunch time reception job
in Logitech which was near her home.
Jean had a keen musical ear, and she sang sweetly in a few choirs over the
years, including the Glee Club of the AIWC, the Christmas Carol Service choir,
and the Chœur Symphonique of the Université Populaire of Lausanne. She and
Pierre enjoyed attending the Lausanne Opera season with friends.
Jean's qualities as a welcoming hostess were well known. Those garden parties,
her delicious food at so many family gatherings and dinner parties for friends
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were so wonderful - her table was always beautiful to behold! Jean was such a
kind, gentle, generous and discreet person - she would go out of her way to
help anyone who was in need.
Family was very important to Jean - her sons David and Marc now have their
own families. She and Pierre took part in the baby sitting and loved having their
grandchildren to stay in Aclens or in Gryon.
Jean and Pierre must have travelled many miles exploring the world - to South
America, China, Russia and a few times around Ireland and Switzerland too,
and their annual trip to Aegina, Greece with the Art Group of the SKL. Memories
were made when their sons were young with camping and caravanning with
Grandad Pernet.
Jean was an elegant lady with a penchant for lovely clothes (and Hermès
scarves!).
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Pierre, David and Anne and their children
Loàn, Colleen and Liam, and to Marc and Sandrine with Louise and Irène at this
so sad time.
Jean's funeral took place in the Scots Kirk Lausanne on the 25th April 2018, and
she is laid to rest in Aclens.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam.
May she rest in peace.

Joy Hill

A request from Dave and Lucie Robinson

“Dear Peter & Janet,
The purpose of this email is to ask, if you hear of anyone connected with
the Church who would like someone (like Dave, Lucie & Margaret) to look
after their home during the summer holidays then, depending on time and
place, we would to be very pleased to  assist. There might even be a family
who would like to use our home, along with our car. We have a fairly large
house with all the usual amenities and very close to public transport,
shopping and beaches.
With love
Dave and Lucie”
Dave Robinson<robinson1@iinet.net.au
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Bringing pleasure to and helping others
Have you ever had your lunch at the Scots Kirk Soup and Cheese lunch? Never?
Well, you have been missing out, haven’t you! Once a month, devoted helpers
organise a lunch in the Church Fellowship Centre.
This consists of soup, bread, cheese, fruit, tea/coffee and biscuits. All for
Sfrs.10.-.
The profits from the lunch are sent twice a year to charity.  The charity this year
is “La Soupe Populaire” in Lausanne. Each evening, this organisation, run by
volunteers, prepares soup for up to 300 needy people. In 2017 we were able to
contribute Sfrs.1300.- to this worthy cause.
The Soup and Cheese lunches have been running for over 70 years.
The church would like to continue this long tradition. However, the organiser
will be withdrawing from the “soup ladle” later this year after many years of
devoted stirring!

This is not a strenuous responsibility. The lunch is held once a month only, on
the first Wednesday of each month. Of course, this day could always be
changed according to which day suits best. There is a rota for soup makers, so
there is no need for you yourself to prepare the soup.
If you would like to have some more information as to what is involved, why
not come along to one of the next lunches on

Wednesday,  6th June/4th July.
Contact the Session Clerk, Janet Shaner (021 616 67 14), for further details
Or telephone the current organiser:
Ilze Condemi: 021 646 86 80 or 079 745 35 92

Church Mice Problem
Three pastors were having lunch together at a diner.
The first pastor said, “Ya know, since summer started I’ve been having
trouble with mice in my church. I’ve tried everything — noise, spray, cats
— nothing seems to scare them away.”
The second pastor then said “Yea, me too. I’ve got hundreds living in
the basement of the church. I’ve set traps and even called an expert to
get rid of them, yet they still won’t go away.”
With a grin on his face, the third pastor said, “I have the same problem
so I baptized all mine and made them members of the church… Haven’t
seen one back since!!!”.
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East of Edinburgh
Are you considering a holiday in
Scotland? Sandy's Mill is a small
group of beautifully restored stone
cottages near the town of
Haddington in East Lothian, about
40 minutes east of Edinburgh, just
off the A1 motorway. One cottage
has been dedicated as a
holiday/retreat house with a
garden set amongst attractive
walks by woodland and river.
Completely modernized, it can
accommodate 6 in three double
bedrooms. There is ample car
space and maps, tourist brochures, books and bus timetables are available.
Cost is £500 per week. Cynthia Gunn has brochures and has visited Sandy's Mill.
It comes highly recommended!

BnBB
Dear Friends of the Secondhand Bookshop,
Building on the success of book presentations by authors and the English
conversation group, we are pleased to announce a new monthly event at the
bookshop:

A Storytelling Session
which will take place every third Wednesday of the month

(July and August excepted).

These storytelling sessions will be performed alternately, one month in English
and the next month in French, and will be narrated by volunteers. If you are a
narrator and are interested in sharing your talent in this way, please let me
know.
We thank you for your interest in the bookshop and your visits on Wednesday
afternoons, not forgetting also our thanks to you for the books you bring.
Daniel Blaser (079 606 3479)

BnBB - 2nd hand Bookshop of The Scots Kirk Lausanne
Avenue Rumine 26, Lausanne
Every Wednesday afternoon, 15:00 to 17:30
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69: Euphemia Irvine
In this year of 2018 –  and the
centenary of when the vote was granted to the fair ones
– truly, a page has turned, so please come and meet a
person who has verily caused that page to turn. (Don’t
let me forget the centenary of the Royal Air Force – in
which the girls also played an important role.) This GS

biography will not be as long as others in
our list of 68, but will carry more
significance and – I hope – more belief
into why we attend the Kirk on a Sunday
morning. I write ‘a page has turned’
because the Rev. Effie Irvine was, at the
same time, a Minister of our church AND
the first female Minister of Word and
Sacrament. She was born on August 28th,
1924 and made history when she was
ordained to the linked charge of Campsie
Trinity-with-Milton of Campsie on June 1st
1972; but that is all ecclesiastical chat,
let’s look at why this ‘mere woman’
became such an important figure in the
history – perhaps the ‘expansion’ – of the
Scots Kirk. Mrs Irvine grew up in Whiteinch
in Glasgow, where her parents were
members of Jordanvale Parish Church.
She was a housewife for 16 years before
deciding to become a religious studies teacher. However, when she was a year
into her course at Glasgow University, the Church of Scotland made a decision
that was to accelerate Effie’s journey in the Kirk – that to admit women as
ministers. It may be run-of-the-mill today, but in days-long-gone-bye, t’was a
turning point in the direction in which the Scots Kirk was heading.
Following an ‘assistantship’ at Renfield Church, Glasgow, Effie became the first
woman to be called, as is described above, when she was appointed Minister of
the above-mentioned linked parishes (she actually turned down the offer before
accepting the post). Let us quote: “I was a townie and didn’t want to go to the
country!” She stayed on as Minister of Milton of Campsie until her retirement in
1988. (In 1978, six years after Effie’s ordainment, the link between the parishes
of Campsie Trinity and Milton of Campsie was dissolved.) In 2003 she published
her autobiography entitled . This year we celebrate 50 years

Great Scot!
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of women being ordained to minister in the Church of Scotland and Effie Irvine
was a ‘trail blazer’ – a pioneer – for later members of the fair sex who went on
to make their mark in the Kirk. However, Effie’s appointment was not without
controversy, after all “a woman, a minister in the Kirk?!” But such was the
strength, faith and commitment of our subject that she won over the detractors
and ‘silent’ critics by hard work and spiritual support to her parishioners. Outside
of Scotland, on numerous journeys to Jerusalem, she was active in bringing
relief and support to many in need.
Euphemia Irvine died, aged 93, on February 1st this year, but her presence lives
on – not only in the memories of those who were touched by her, but also in
the parish gardens, Milton of Campsie – Irvine Gardens.

22nd May 2018: Hundreds of women ministers and supporters today processed
to the Assembly Hall to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the decision to permit
the ordination of women to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament in the Church
of Scotland. Around 500 people sang 'We are Marching in the Light of God' as
they walked up the Mound and gathered in the quad of New College, under the
statue of John Knox. The Moderator, the Rt Rev Susan Brown, told them they
were celebrating 'when the community of women and men were given their
place in the church, not because they deserve that place but because it's the
place to which Christ himself has called us'.               
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Cheese Lunch dates for 2018

6th June, 4th July, 5th September, 3rd October,
7th November, 5th December
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Recent meeting of the Kirk Session

At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 11th April 2018, the following subjects were
discussed. Further information can be obtained from the minutes of the meeting
on the notice board in the church hall or by speaking to a member of the Session.

Electricity contract with doctors; Lent Activities; Open Church for Lent;
Crèche location; Website sharing in church; Team re approach for youth
perspective; Church roll; Approval of 2017 accounts; Auditor’s report;
Presbytery report; Ian’s last Sunday, 6th May; Interim Moderator; Team
Convenors’ meeting; Safeguarding; Additional items for the agenda;
Church Walks; Correspondence.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session:
13th June 2018 at 7.30 p.m.
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NOTICES
Fire extinguishers in the Scots Kirk: where are they?
Church:
1. Vestibule: just inside the front door
2. Library: by the door leading to the toilet
St. Andrew’s House:
3. Basement: in the cloakroom
4. First floor landing: at the entrance of the Appin Rooms
5. Third floor/Manse: landing
Fire Blankets:
One in the basement kitchen
One in the Fellowship Centre kitchen first floor

To all users of the Fellowship Centre kitchen
The instructions for using the vitroceram top, the oven and the
washing-up machine (which was chosen for its short cycle, and is
very easy to use), are to be found in the kitchen, on plastic cards.
The cleaning products that are used are phosphate-free and
therefore eco-friendly.

Please note that nothing should be stored in the boiler room
in the basement or in the organ loft. This is not only highly
dangerous and against official fire regulations, but our fire
insurer would consider their liability to be reduced in the
event of a fire and we could well not  be reimbursed in full
for any damage.

Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the Kirk’s
website and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook page of
children and young people belonging to the Scots Kirk.
If for any reason you would prefer that a photograph of your child
should not be used in this manner, please let the editor know on
cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.

mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
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Cornerstone Classifieds
BUKI’S PET PARADISE.
Pet Care and Boarding, many years’ experience spoiling your best
friend. www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on 078 790 02 51 or
goudast@yahoo.com
English speaking car experts.
We are A2B Automotive, a small company who specialise in helping
people with all aspects of car related issues here in Switzerland. If you
have any questions relating to a car, we can probably offer a service that
suits you, or just give you honest advice. We are based in Pampigny
near to Morges but serve the Geneva and Lausanne area.
www.a2bautomotive.com;
Contact: info@a2bautomotive.com; 078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
French Christian
offers French and Spanish lessons (A1-B2 levels, that is beginners and
intermediate), CHF 30.-/h. Contact Alexandre Dominique on
0787924269.
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After church walk through
the Lavaux vineyards
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