
Cornerstone

It was you who set all the boundaries of the
earth; you made both summer and winter.

Psalm 74:17
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A letter from the Interim Moderator
Heading off to the airport to bid farewell to Robert and Susan Simpson, it was
good to reflect on how well the first Locum period had gone, and how much the
Simpsons had enjoyed being part of the church fellowship in Lausanne. It was
good to get the sense that the congregation had appreciated Robert’s ministry,
and was looking forward to his return in February.

I’m sure when John Lindsay arrives with his
wife Jackie for the August Locum cover,
that he too will bring his considerable gifts
and energy to ministry, and will enrich the
shared life of the congregation. The
wonderful arrangements that have been put
in place are a great way of making Locums
feel at home very quickly, so a big thank
you to all those involved in making the
mechanics work.
It was a delight to share in the service in the

 at which Alice Goodman
completed her training period for the
Readership – and it will be a special joy to
share in the Presbytery service of “Setting
Apart” that will take place in the Scot’s Kirk,

Lausanne on August 3rd – when the Moderator of Presbytery will welcome Alice
as a fully-fledged Reader. I know her ministry will be a valued resource within
the Church of Scotland in Switzerland, and who knows where else.
This time last year, I was on study leave, visiting our church project in Malawi.
Hard to believe a year has passed – but pass it has! Yet, the memories of that
visit are very vivid – the wonderful people and their unputdownable love for life,
their joyful faith – and their patient love for us. Seeing the crushing poverty and
exhausting limitations that people have to deal with every day is shocking,
humbling and perplexing… hard to believe that in the 21st century people have
still to make do with so little, and still have to find hope in face of a relentlessly
bleak future.
And always the question – what to do about it? How to turn the deep sadness
at the plight of so many, into change-making concern and action!?
I guess the least we can do is develop a spirit of gratitude, a perspective that
stops us moaning about the little inconsequential things, the occasional
inconveniences that, for no time at all, make our life a little less comfortable,
yet which compared to the struggle of others are as nothing.
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Maybe the next time we hear ourselves saying:

… maybe the next time we hear that spirit sounding in our conversation, we can
remember that, actually, there are many, many worse things… and some
people have to live with them every single day!
So… have a good summer!
Laurence Twaddle
Interim Moderator.
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Sunday School and Crèche Involvement
"Time for chance and change” — though we don't take or do either without a
prayerful consideration.

Friends, I ask you to consider taking a chance on
the Children's Ministry to enhance the way things
are done at the moment.
If you would take a chance to be involved with
the Sunday School — we need more volunteers
to help out on a Sunday morning. Please consider
taking the children for their lesson

In addition, after 22 years of running the crèche,
the time has come for someone else to take over

and enjoy the fun I've had with our younger members of the church family.
If you think you could help out in either of these areas, please get in touch, and
I will give you more information. I'm looking forward to working with you after
the Summer holidays.
Contact details are in the front of the Cornerstone.
Thank you, Melanie Whitlow

Donation of old sun and reading
glasses
All the sun and reading glasses deposited at the
church were most gratefully received by the MEB
(Mission Evangélique Braille). The glasses are
given to people in Africa who need them after eye
surgery.
Please note that we are no longer accepting
donations of Natels (mobile phones).
For more information and if you wish to receive
the Annual Report of the MEB, please contact
Madeleine Rudolf in church or on 021 617 88 86.
Thank you.

Madeleine
Collection box in
the church vestibule
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Condolences
We send our condolences, our thoughts
and prayers to those who have suffered
the loss of someone close to them
recently, whether known to the
congregation or otherwise, and in
particular to:
● Diana & Mark Dürrenmatt & family
● Joy Hill on the death of her mother
● The family & friends of Evelyn Guisan

Appointment of Nominating Committee
The following persons have been selected by the congregation to be members
of the Nominating Committee for the choice of a minister to fill our current
vacancy; we thank them all most sincerely for their willingness to undertake this
task and congratulate them on their appointment. The first meeting took place
on Monday 16th July and the committee will be reporting back regularly on the
process and what has been done on your behalf.
At the first meeting of the Nominating Committee, it was agreed that William
Wright would serve as Convenor with Catherine Cowper as Deputy Convenor.

Catherine Cowper; Vanessa De Luze; Robert Kenneth;
Geoffrey Peek; Sylvia Rubli; Janet Shaner;

Jacquie Walker; Melanie Whitlow; William Wright



Cornerstone No. 193, page 6

André Dürrenmatt 9.10.1935 - 25.05.2018
André grew up as an only child in the Yverdon area and was confirmed at age
16 in the Swiss Reformed church. He did technical training following his
schooling then worked at Paillard, who made Hermes typewriters and cameras,
the same company as his father. At the age of 23 he went to England, worked
for the Rank Organisation in Wales and ended up in London. He then moved
to Brussels to work for Xerox and it was there that he met a young Canadian
missionary in training, Diana Lamb. Diana and André struck up a friendship
that soon turned to love.
Diana worked for two years in the Belgian Congo
during which time André went home to Yverdon
and, on her return, they got married. They then
moved to Toronto, Canada for nine years and it
was here that Mark become a precious part of the
family. André studied business law and psychology
at university and worked for Siemens Medical
doing hospital planning. On their return to
Switzerland, and this time Lausanne, André began
work for Bobst in Prilly as N°2 in Human
Resources and remained with this company until
his retirement.
In 1974 the family chose to settle at the Scots Kirk
where André gave many years of service. He
became an Elder in 1980 and many people will remember his welcoming smile,
gentle manner and sense of humour as he interacted easily with all age
groups. He was responsible for the Free Will Offering Scheme, he was part of
the Recording team, he sat on the Property committee and he was in charge
of the church buildings. He also helped Diana when she was leading the
Sunday School for many years. As Presbytery Elder he visited other European
Scots Kirks and made lifelong friendships. André and Diana moved to All Saints
Church around 2008 where André was active for two years on the Chaplaincy
Council.
André loved history, photography, music and doing water colour painting. He
enjoyed learning about and using new technology.
André believed strongly that God guided his life and he was committed to
doing God’s work. He was a wise, soft spoken, intelligent man who was always
ready to help and give reasoned advice.
Our sincere sympathy is extended to Diana and Mark.

Peter Fairchild
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Life
& Work

Bursting bubbles
The Very Rev Dr John Chalmers urges readers to
travel with ‘an open and loving heart’, avoiding
‘bubble’ living.
PERHAPS you are familiar with the phrase – living in a
bubble. It’s a fairly recent expression which describes
our tendency to stay in our comfort zone rather than

explore the options beyond our horizons.
There’s the Westminster Bubble where those who populate the world of our
national politics can lose perspective because of the rarefied atmosphere in
which they live and work. Their bubble is
maintained by all of the industries that
support the apparatus of government and
in that space it’s easy to become divorced
from what is happening in the lives of real
people in the rest of the country. Holy-
rood, Washington, Brussels and every
seat of power has its bubble – the best
leaders find ways of seeing the world
beyond the bubble that would otherwise
imprison them.
Then there is what has become known as
the Google Bubble. Google knows what
you like and all the ‘pop-ups’ you receive
will play to your preferences. Your social media diet allows you to enjoy a place
where your world view and all of your likes and dislikes are confirmed or
affirmed by those who ‘like them’. Contrary views of the world are readily
rejected and, if necessary, you can ‘unfriend’ those who offer critical comment.
There are public figures and ordinary people living in their own parallel
universes, tweeting and sharing their undiluted wisdom, day by day confirming
their own pathology or massaging their own egos. In the world of ‘the bubble’
the message is amplified by the medium, critics are always wrong and the result
is the blinkered life. Bubbles can be harmful places to inhabit, harmful for the
individuals themselves and harmful for those who end up on the wrong side of
someone else’s parallel universe!
Sadly, the world of the church is a perfect environment for blowing bubbles!
With enough like-minded people around us and enough dogmas in our armoury,
our bubbles can become like fortresses built to defend our version of the truth
and exclude both the ideas and the people that might challenge our
assumptions. Church life was never meant to be like that; surely the life of faith
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Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone
16th September 2018

is a journey of constant discovery and rediscovery. Surely it is a good thing to
try seeing the world as others see it, surely there is more good than harm in
constructive criticism and the best friends are the ones that help us to “see
ourselves as others see us”.
The truth as it is in our bubble cannot be the only version of the truth and
beyond our adopted view of the world there are exciting prospects for personal
growth and deeper insight.
I think it was Mark Twain who said that the “only essential travel accessory was
an open mind”, this truth does not only apply to the adventures we might have
in visiting new places and seeing new things; it also applies to our journey in
the faith. Don’t let yourself get trapped in any of the bubbles that might restrict
your view of the world or of God. Travel with an open and enquiring mind, travel
with an open and loving heart, search vigorously for the truth and it will set you
free.

Mark Twain certainly did say: “The two most important days in your life are the
day you are born and the day you find out why.” For my part it’s the exciting
days of discovering why that matters the most – and you won’t find out why if
you stay trapped in a bubble.
Most surely Jesus did not live in a bubble. Surrounded as he was by the
religiously orthodox, the severely legalistic and the aggression of an oppressive
occupier; he was still able to command a world view which was generous and
open. He could see beyond Galilee, he could see beyond Jerusalem and he
could see a God whose love was as liberal as it was unconditional. Jesus sets
the standard for bursting bubbles.

From the magazine of the Church of Scotland

"God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks
in our conscience, but shouts in our pain."

- C. S. Lewis
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Church Flowers
Flowers decorate our church Sunday by Sunday and beautify our
sanctuary for worship. There is a rota in the vestibule of the church

where you can put your name on the Sunday of
your choice. Following the service they are often
distributed (with the agreement of the donor), to the
housebound, to those who are bereaved, to the sick
or those in hospital, etc.
If you could help in delivering the flowers one
Sunday, please make yourself known to Catherine
Cowper (Pastoral Care Convenor), or the Minister,

after the service.
We are very grateful to those who offer flowers during the year, but
would welcome new helpers! Should you wish to donate flowers and
need more information on how to do so, please contact Sylvia McKillop
024 441 15 71 or by email sylviamckillop@gmail.com
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Report on the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland took place in Edinburgh
between the 19th and 25th of May. It was my privilege to attend for the second
time and it was a fascinating week.
The opening on the Saturday morning is full
of ritual pomp and circumstance as the new
Moderator is elected and takes their place at
the head of the table. This year’s Moderator
is a familiar face of the International
Presbytery through her time as Convenor of
the Mission Council. The Very Rev Susan
Brown, minister of Dornoch Cathedral, was
interviewed in the May edition of Life and
Work. She is passionate about her Highland
ministry in Dornoch. It was only fitting that a
woman should be elected as Moderator in this
50th year of the ordination of the first woman
in the Church of Scotland.
The second part of the opening ceremony is
the Commission of the Lord High
Commissioner, this year the Duke of
Buccleuch, Her Majesty’s representative
during the General Assembly. The business of
the GA then started in earnest. I will not
explain here all that was debated, but the
sessions, although fascinating, could be long!
On Sunday there was the traditional Worship service in St Giles’ Cathedral,
where the Moderator delivers the sermon. In the afternoon, “Heart and Soul” is
held in Princes Street Gardens, where different councils, congregations and
charities gather to exchange information and fellowship with the public and
each other. The weather was good and the public came in great numbers. At
the end of the afternoon, large numbers gathered at the stage to sing hymns,
a very inspiring moment!
Monday morning is the Communion Service of the General Assembly and this
year I was asked to be an Assistant in the distribution of the elements. There
were 44 of us! And some 500+ commissioners! We were required to attend a
rehearsal and the whole procedure was carried out with precision! It was deeply
moving to share the gifts of Christ with so many.
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In the afternoon we celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of
Women. We heard three inspiring stories from women who have followed
Christ’s calling, in particular, the Very Reverend Dr Margaret Forrester. There is
also an interview with this pioneering lady in the May edition of Life and Work.
Many things important to the church and its members were discussed. If you
would like to know more, the Church of Scotland website has many articles and
information. The Consolidated Deliverances for the GA 2018 contains certain
items which are most relevant to the International Presbytery. Without the
relevant reports from the various committees, it is not always easy to
understand where the deliverances are coming from. I have a copy of the Blue
Book in which all the reports are published if anyone is interested to see it or
look on the link; https://www.gapublications.co.uk/publications/assembly-
reports-blue-book
The GA was truly memorable, the singing, the preaching, the sharing and
meeting with other commissioners, and I was very grateful to be part of it.
Thank you for allowing me to attend to be part of it.
Sylvia McKillop, Presbytery Elder
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After church walk to the Dent de Vaulion

After church walk at Sauvabelin
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All the same under the skin

Learning to give jabs
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Susan Simpson
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New Online Congregation Trialled

A former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church
of Scotland is aiming to build an entirely new
congregation based around an online community.
The Very Rev Albert Bogle has taken up a post looking at building on the
success of the Sanctuary First website and app.
Sanctuary First was established in 2009 from Bo’Ness St Andrew's, where Mr
Bogle was minister for 34 years. The church has pioneered the use of the
internet for reaching out to people, and was the first to make its services
available through a live stream for
iPhone and iPad users.
Mr Bogle, who demitted his charge
at St Andrew's to take on this new
pioneer ministry post through
Falkirk Presbytery, said: “We’re
looking to move Sanctuary First
from its present identity as a
devotional website, and see if it
could become a 
congregation of the Church of
Scotland in online and offline
worshipping.
“I’ll be working with present members to help model such a pilot congregation,
and through worship, mission and pastoral care research and model how it
might look.”
Sanctuary First has a team of about 50 people writing on a regular basis,
offering daily worship, prayers, readings and videos. The material is available
through apps for Apple, Android and Microsoft devices, daily email and at the
website www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk. It currently has about 1700 users.
“It came out of a worshipping congregation and has been developed over a
number of years,” says Mr Bogle. “Now we think we have got the potential to
go further and connect with the wider community of Christian people who do
not attend church regularly.”
Mr Bogle stepped down from St Andrew's at the end of last year, and only took
up the new post in April, so is just starting to talk to people about the new
venture, and to explore the legal and organisational challenges. “We want to
network with as many people as possible around the church, so we are not
trying to work on our own.
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“It’s very early stages yet, but I see no reason why we can’t have regular
worship events at different places throughout Scotland.
“It will take time to work out what an online-offline worshipping congregation
will require. So initially I will not be seeking to carry out weddings or funerals.
This however may change as opportunities for mission and pastoral care
become evident. However Sanctuary First has the ability to be linked with every
congregation, and local congregations may well find that Sanctuary First are
passing on to them people who live in their area who have expressed an interest
in faith.”
He emphasises that he is not aiming to compete with local churches but to
‘augment and help’ them.
“We shouldn’t be seen as a lazy man’s church, that’s not what it’s about.
Sanctuary First users are either church attenders who find our material good,
or people who cannot get to church and are able to connect in this way. And
we are going to build on that.”

From  the magazine of the Church of Scotland

Hello from the Tomkinsons
In May we said goodbye to the Scots Kirk after fourteen years of calling this our
church home. We are now back in North Yorkshire and, thanks to the vagaries

of the Jet Stream, are enjoying Swiss
summer weather!
We would like to say a big thank you
to all of you for the time we shared
with you. We have such happy
memories of making good friends, of
the Sunday school and youth work
leading to our daughter’s
confirmation, of church weekends,
ski Sundays, concerts, the candlelit
Christmas service, the bazaar and, of
course, worshipping together on
Sunday mornings. We wish you well
as you plan for the future.
Our “old” church, the Methodist

Church in Richmond, has welcomed us back. They have recently welcomed
another couple just returned from the Lac Leman area!
We are looking forward to seeing you all again – we will definitely be returning
to Switzerland for holidays.
Paul and Rachel Tomkinson
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Bringing pleasure to and helping others
Have you ever had your lunch at the Scots Kirk Soup and Cheese lunch? Never?
Well, you have been missing out, haven’t you! Once a month, devoted helpers
organise a lunch in the Church Fellowship Centre.
This consists of soup, bread, cheese, fruit, tea/coffee and biscuits. All for
Sfrs.10.-.
The profits from the lunch are sent twice a year to charity.  The charity this year
is “La Soupe Populaire” in Lausanne. Each evening, this organisation, run by
volunteers, prepares soup for up to 300 needy people. In 2017 we were able to
contribute Sfrs.1300.- to this worthy cause.
The Soup and Cheese lunches have been running for over 70 years.
The church would like to continue this long tradition. However, the organiser
will be withdrawing from the “soup ladle” later this year after many years of
devoted stirring!

This is not a strenuous responsibility. The lunch is held once a month only, on
the first Wednesday of each month. Of course, this day could always be
changed according to which day suits best. There is a rota for soup makers, so
there is no need for you yourself to prepare the soup.
If you would like to have some more information as to what is involved, why
not come along to the next lunch on

Wednesday,  5th September (no cheese lunch in August).
Contact the Session Clerk, Janet Shaner (021 616 67 14), for further details
Or telephone the current organiser:
Ilze Condemi: 021 646 86 80 or 079 745 35 92

Harvest Sunday, 23rd September
All donations of vegetables for

will be gratefully received!
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Cheese Lunch dates for 2018

5th September, 3rd October,
7th November (to be confirmed),

5th December (tbc)
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Recent meeting of the Kirk Session

At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 13th June 2018, the following subjects were
discussed. Further information can be obtained from the minutes of the meeting
on the notice board in the church hall or by speaking to a member of the Session.

Electricity contract with doctors; Team re approach for youth perspective;
Ian’s last Sunday; Vacancy – what are we looking for in a minister;
Electoral register; Nominating committee selection; General Assembly
report and confirmation of Presbytery Elder; Update on giving; New team
convenors – Finance and Property; Bank signatories; Carol Service; Setting
apart service; GDPR update; Safeguarding; Forward planning;
Correspondence.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session:
22nd August 2018 at 7.30 p.m.
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NOTICES
Fire extinguishers in the Scots Kirk: where are they?
Church:
1. Vestibule: just inside the front door
2. Library: by the door leading to the toilet
St. Andrew’s House:
3. Basement: in the cloakroom
4. First floor landing: at the entrance of the Appin Rooms
5. Third floor/Manse: landing
Fire Blankets:
One in the basement kitchen
One in the Fellowship Centre kitchen first floor

To all users of the Fellowship Centre kitchen
The instructions for using the vitroceram top, the oven and the
washing-up machine (which was chosen for its short cycle, and is
very easy to use), are to be found in the kitchen, on plastic cards.
The cleaning products that are used are phosphate-free and
therefore eco-friendly.

Please note that nothing should be stored in the boiler room
in the basement or in the organ loft. This is not only highly
dangerous and against official fire regulations, but our fire
insurer would consider their liability to be reduced in the
event of a fire and we could well not  be reimbursed in full
for any damage.

Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the Kirk’s
website and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook page of
children and young people belonging to the Scots Kirk.
If for any reason you would prefer that a photograph of your child
should not be used in this manner, please let the editor know on
cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.

mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
mailto:cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch.
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Cornerstone Classifieds
BUKI’S PET PARADISE.
Pet Care and Boarding, many years’ experience spoiling your best
friend. www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on 078 790 02 51 or
goudast@yahoo.com
English speaking car experts.
We are A2B Automotive, a small company who specialise in helping
people with all aspects of car related issues here in Switzerland. If you
have any questions relating to a car, we can probably offer a service that
suits you, or just give you honest advice. We are based in Pampigny
near to Morges but serve the Geneva and Lausanne area.
www.a2bautomotive.com;
Contact: info@a2bautomotive.com; 078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
French Christian
offers French and Spanish lessons (A1-B2 levels, that is beginners and
intermediate), CHF 30.-/h. Contact Alexandre Dominique on
0787924269.
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