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All things have been
committed to me by my
Father. No one knows the

Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son
and those to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him.
Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.

Matthew 11:27-29
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Notes from the Manse
Dear Friends,

What are you doing for your “Plus 10” this month? For my part, I am now
regularly coming to church on Sundays  earlier than was previously
the case. These moments in the building before I begin setting things in place
for the service are quite special. I urge you to
commit to doing the same “ . Come and
use the time to pray for all who are coming to
worship that day. We’ve also amended our
monthly standing order at the bank in favour of
the Scots Kirk, increasing our regular
giving as an offering in response to the richness
of God’s grace in our life together.

The  initiative of “Open Church” from
noon until 19h00 each Wednesday for
from  has gone well! The experience
has been engaging, with individual Scots Kirk
members giving their time to ensure a presence
in the building throughout the opening times. The
opportunity for people to come in and see the
sanctuary has been welcomed by many over the weeks. People who live or work
in the area, as well as those who simply popped in for a look because they were
passing, have enjoyed the peace and the quiet of the space provided! With
visitors coming and going throughout the afternoons, a short time of guided
worship led by different church members marked the end of the time in church.
Thank you to all who worked to organise and support the “Open Church”
Wednesdays this summer.

Elsewhere in this issue of “Cornerstone” you will find a short report from Gary
Goodman on property matters and our buildings. The big challenge today is the
replacement of the roof over our heads in St Andrew’s House. Of course, there
are others matters which will also receive attention over the coming months.
For example, we have the next phase of the fabric development within the
church building. Last year a short life Fabric Team saw a new carpet being laid
throughout the church. At that time it was also agreed we move forward to
improve on the state of the pew cushions. Look out for your opportunity to
consult and participate in these different projects and join others in this work:
a “ ” Scots Kirk refit!
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In my opening paragraph I suggested you come to church and pray! Well,
someone else approached me recently with their  to give more
opportunity for us to  at the Scots Kirk. This was also a response
to everything we’ve been talking about and sharing around the “Plus 10”
project. I am delighted with the intention of offering you a mid-week time of
prayer. This will be on Wednesdays (after the Bring and Buy Books) from
September onwards. Whilst the weather permits it will most likely happen in the
library room of the church.

 Friends,

Your minister,
Ian

Recent meeting of the Kirk Session
At the meeting of the Kirk Session on 10th June 2015, the following
subjects were discussed. Further information can be obtained from the
minutes of the meeting on the notice board in the church hall or by
speaking to a member of the Session.

Next meeting of the Kirk Session: 26th August 2015 at 7.30 p.m.

Please note that there will be

NO SOUP & CHEESE LUNCH

on Wednesday 5th August 2015
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Scots Kirk - Property Committee Report
The Property Committee has been involved in the usual areas over the year,
handling matters raised by the doctors, as well as handling ongoing mainte-
nance matters and problems that occur sporadically during the year. One such
item was dealing once again with graffiti on the wall of St Andrew’s House. This
is not the first time we have had graffiti on this wall, though hopefully the last.
A suggestion was made to the Session to approve the installation of a relatively
simple video surveillance system at the entrance to the parking area to help
dissuade the “artists”; however due to privacy concerns, the Session has
decided not to go ahead with this proposal.
On larger matters, there are two special projects which are currently being
worked on by the Property Committee. The first is dealing with flooding in the
church basement which occurs when there are heavy rains. The Session has
approved a special budget of CHF 6,000 for these works. Initially it was thought
that injecting a special mortar into the basement walls would be a solution;
however on consultation with the contractor, the idea has been abandoned and
putting in a drainage system is being examined as a permanent solution to the
flooding problem. The costing of this is not yet known; however, should the
quotes come in to more than CHF 6,000, the Committee would then approach
the Session for the approval thereof. On the other hand, if it comes within the
special budget allocation, then we will proceed with the works.
The second and larger project is the need to replace the roof of St Andrew’s
House. We have known for many years that one day this was going to be
required. That day is now on us. During the heavy rains earlier this year, water
infiltrated through the roof. On examining the roof, numerous holes were noted
in the zinc covering and temporary repairs were undertaken. The current roof
is the original one and is over sixty years old. Initial planning is underway to do
these repairs over the next twelve months or so, with an estimated cost of some
CHF 125,000. Needless to say this will require a special fundraising effort,
something that is outside the remit of the Property Committee. More about this
will come out as the full costing and works required become clearer.
As Property Convenor, I would like to thank the members of the Committee for
their help and advice, with a very special mention of André Bignens, without
whose help and wise counselling, we would not be able to manage things
anywhere near as well and professionally as we have been able to do for so
many years.
Gary Goodman
July 9, 2015
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Great Scot!
51: Flora MacNeil
A few years ago I was chatting with a colleague at the EPFL. He proclaimed that
Gaelic was simply a dialect of English! I contradicted him (of course) and that
brought me to thinking of those artistes whose  lay in a language neglected
yet loved, and in whose bosom lay the Scotland of long ago. Flora MacNeil,
songstress of the Highlands, was born on Barra, in the Outer Hebrides, on
October 6th 1928. Barra – or in the language to which I refer
above – is a charming island in the south Hebrides and one with an ‘alarming’

airport (see GS 49). It is a bilingual corner of Scotland
and one which Flora MacNeil promoted in song, verse
and poetry. GS 51 was born on that tiny island with
its 13-mile circumference and came to promote
Barra’s – and Gaelic-speaking Scotland’s – real
heritage.
Flora came from a family of singers – the girls singing
whilst their men folk were away on the seas making
the catch. Men who came home (with the catch) and
joined in the singing thus creating the Cèilidhs, those
lovely evenings of song, music and recognition of
one’s happy origins. Flora learned many of her songs
from her mother, Anne Gilles from Mingulay (an
island now uninhabited) and by the time she was 4
years old she could sing (My Fair

Young Love) – are you still with me? Flora’s father died when Flora was only 14
thus necessitating the young lass to go and earn a wee income which brought
her to the local post office to work long hours in time of war and hardship.
Peace came, causing her to move over to the capital, for in 1949 Miss MacNeil
was offered a post in Edinburgh where she fuelled the desire for Cèilidhs and
promoted the British folk revival (and not only in Scotland, remember

and ?). In 1951, there came Edinburgh’s Peoples
Festival Cèilidh where GS 51 brought Gaelic music and song on to the public
stage. It was here that Hamish Henderson spotted the Hebridean talent, leading
to (much later) the celebrated CD of the event, released by Rounder Records
in 2005; but back to the 50s. In 1951, the ‘Festival of Britain’ was also
celebrated and Gaelic traditions were on show in the exhibition – including (of
course) Flora MacNeil and her voice – in which a mixture of Scots and Irish lilts
charmed the listener. Also charmed was a certain Glaswegian lawyer, one
Alister Macinness (also of Barra) who became Flora’s husband. This union was
to bear five offspring.
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By now you might be thinking that Flora’s performances were restricted to
Scottish series such as the  (on the BBC for many years) plus
a few ‘Moira Anderson’ appearances – but no! GS51 travelled throughout
Europe and North America singing and exhibiting – dare I say ‘promoting’ – the
Gaelic tongue to welcoming ears. She was appointed MBE for her services to
folk music and her finale on the stage took place in 2013 at a tribute concert in
Glasgow, after having entertained audiences for over seven decades. She
finished the performance with a plangent solo which sparked a standing ovation
from the packed audience. Flora died on May 15th this year but she leaves us
with two albums – and . If these Gaelic titles
make you smile please note that Flora MacNeil saved from certain extinction
and for generations to come, a wealth of Gaelic song and music. Finally, if
you’re in the mood for a touch of Gaelic... did you know that you live in

and that you worship at the ?
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Looking back to July 1915
A Chaplain at the Dardanelles
THE Rev. D. A. Cameron Reid, writing from the Dardanelles, says: -
“My first Sunday here we landed, and soon after came under fire, which went
on, rifles and shrapnels, for four fourteen hours without stopping. The chap-
lain’s place is in the rear; but, as there was no rear in our action to speak of, I
was more or less under fire all the time. However, I was not touched, although
our losses were very great. I did my best to help the wounded, and put in a
number of first dressings, some on very ghastly wounds.

“The censorship forbids a history of the cam-
paign; but you may imagine how severe it has
been when I tell you that of 8 officers at my table
on board ship coming here I am the only one left:
5 are killed and 2 severely wounded. A chaplain’s
work is not of the usual type and formal services
are impossible. To-day my R.C. brother and
myself had a short service very near the Front.
He read a lesson and I gave a prayer. That was
all, but it was one of the best services I have ever

known. As I went up to our trenches I held three burial services, but man of our
dead are in the firing line and we cannot go out to bury them.
“I have been living for ten days in a ‘dug-out,’ a shallow grave with about a foot
of head shelter, and until two days ago I had only a stout great-coat to cover
me. The days are very hot and the nights bitterly cold, but I never felt more fit.
There is a wonderful constellation just opposite me as I go to bed, one I have
never seen before. It forms a perfect cross, and I murmur each night, ‘Hold
Thou Thy Cross before my closing eyes,’ as I listen to the fierce firing of rifles
and guns and naval heavy pieces that has gone on early every night. The other
night I saw two bright flashes close to me, and felt gravel rattling over me –
two shrapnel which I was told next morning had burst close to my head.
“Our men are splendid. It is marvellous to see the pluck and patience of the
wounded. We can only do first dressings here, and they must hurt dreadfully;
but we seldom hear a groan and never a complaint.
“When I go up to the line they generally hail me with a ‘They haven’t got you
yet, Padre.’ Not that I take any needless risk, but there are always things flying
about, and there have been a great many skilful snipers at work. One learns to
take cover very soon, and it has to be carefully taken. Yesterday a man beside
me was hit with shrapnel, while I was quite safe; and the day before, a
commanding officer who was talking to me rose up to look at the position and
was immediately hit in the shoulder.
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“The most impressive service I have ever held was on board ship, after our first
battle, when I invited men and officers of every religion to a memorial service
for our many comrades we had lost the day before – Roman Catholic, Church
of England, Church of Scotland – and every man on board was present,
including the ship’s company. The service was short. It was all I could do to get
through it – when I thought of the many friends I should not see here again.
Then the bugler blew the Last Post and the pipers played ‘The Flowers of the
Forest’ and we landed next day to fight our second battle.”

From the archives of
the magazine of the Church of Scotland

Deadline for the next edition of Cornerstone:

13th September 2015

NEW ON FACEBOOK:
the Scots Kirk Lausanne Community Group

We are happy to announce that
we have created a Scots Kirk
Lausanne Community Group on
Facebook, where people can
share their photos of Kirk events
in a private group and exchange

with each other. Please do join, share, invite your friends!
We are looking forward to seeing you there!

Baptism
Isis Somang Kaiser, daughter of Lars
and Tina, was received into the church
family by the Sacrament of Baptism on
Sunday 5th July 2015.
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Souvenirs
de

Crêt Bérard
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General Assembly in Edinburgh, 16-22 May 2015
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General Assembly, Edinburgh 16-22 May 2015
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland was held from 16-22 May
2015. This was my very first GA and it was a remarkable experience. This is the
main assembly of the Church of Scotland for the year, a mixture of business,
pomp and psalm singing!
The opening session on the Saturday was the formal induction of the new
Moderator, the Rt Rev Angus Morrison. I found this very moving and the psalms
and singing, often a capella, uplifting. Then the Queen’s High Commissioner
takes his place with an entourage of military and secular officers in robes. Her
Majesty’s letter is read to the Assembly and then the High Commissioner gives
his address. This is all very solemn and formal.
The real business of the Assembly then gets under way with reports and
overtures. One of the most disputed overtures was that of the Changes to Civil
Law pertaining to same sex marriage laws. Please see the website for the
official programme and minutes.
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/about_us/general_assembly/general_ass
embly_2015
On Sunday, the Assembly Morning Service in St Giles’ Cathedral was led by the
new Moderator and the church was packed with commissioners, officials and
visitors. The commissioners of the Presbytery of Europe (International Presby-
tery) made their way to Prince’s Street Gardens to set up our “tent” for “Heart
and Soul”. This was the fourth edition and we were a bit worried about the
weather which was wet and windy in the morning. However, the afternoon
became sunny, if a bit breezy and the people came to see the stands of
organisations and congregations, many looking for ministers for their vacancies.
A large stage in front of a seating area hosted various groups of singers and
entertainers. At 4 o’clock a service was held for the public and participants, and
the seating area was packed and the singing enjoyable and enjoyed. We were
lucky as the skies began to darken just at the end! The tent was tidied and we
all went for a well deserved pizza.
The rest of the week passed with reports from the Bible Society, the Guild,
National Youth Assembly and many others. The committees, familiar to us in
our Session and Presbytery, gave reports; Finance, Fabric, Mission and Disciple-
ship, Social Care Council, World Mission Council and many more.
All business is conducted with foot stamping to show agreement. Anyone
wishing to speak uses his electronic card in the microphone and waits his turn
to be acknowledged by the Moderator. There was a great deal of passionate
debate on certain subjects and, on the whole, the debaters spoke well. I felt my
lack of knowledge in church law, but I learned a great deal about the workings
of the Church of Scotland. There are also a lot of fringe events and one can get
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a free lunch at most of them. Others lunch with friends they haven’t seen since
the last Assembly. The fabric of the church is woven with these small things and
the networking done in these fringe events.
On Thursday evening the first time Commissioners were invited by the High
Commissioner to attend the Beating of the Retreat at Holyrood House and to
the reception after inside the palace. We were glad to get inside as the wind cut
like a knife and we were standing outside for an hour watching the “Retreat”.
Friday began with worship, as it did every day, and the last of the business
committee reports. In the afternoon the last session was a mixture of worship
and appointments, presentation of the visitors to the Moderator and the final
address of the Moderator to the Assembly. A rousing “To God be the Glory” was
followed by the address of the High Commissioner and the National Anthem.
The Assembly was dissolved until next year and we were dismissed with the
Benediction. There is already an Electing Committee to choose the Moderator
for 2016!

Sylvia McKillop, Presbytery Elder

Notice to parents and guardians
We occasionally publish photographs in Cornerstone, on the
Kirk’s website and—to a lesser extent—on the Kirk’s facebook
page of children and young people belonging to the Scots
Kirk. If for any reason you would prefer that a photograph of
your child should not be used in this manner, please let the
editor know on cornerstone@scotskirklausanne.ch. Thank you.

Reserve the date now!

7th November 2015

The Scots Kirk Annual Bazaar!
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Glory Be!
First in an exclusive series of reflections by the Very Rev Dr James
Simpson.
An Irish poet exclaimed, “What can we cry but Glory Be, when God
breaks out in an apple tree.”
It was in the Spring of 1976 that I moved from Glasgow to Dornoch, an area
described by the Countryside Commission as the area of greatest natural
beauty on the East Coast of Scotland.
In the weeks that followed, as I walked the beach or played the golf course,
breathing in the fresh sea air and observing the riot of colour in the yellow banks
of gorse, I often exclaimed ‘Glory Be'. It was no different later in the year when
I enjoyed the beauty of ‘the purple headed mountains and the rivers running by.'
“Earth’s crammed with heaven,” wrote Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “And every
common bush afire with God.” Then she added, “But only he who sees takes
off his shoes.”

The week prior to the Brit-
ish Amateur being played
at Royal Dornoch, I asked
Duffy Waldorf, the leading
American contender, how
his practising was going. “I
have not really started
practising yet” he said, “I
am still soaking up the
scenery.” Some of the lo-
cals on the other hand,
seeing only what they ex-
pected to see, often
missed the wonder of the
surrounding scenery.
Most of us, if asked to paint

a tree, would paint the trunk black or brown. But in fact tree trunks are just about
every colour except black or brown, grey, yellow-green, purple. It was a keen
observer of nature who coined the word ‘saunter’ from the French words, ‘sainte
terre’, meaning ‘holy land.’ Going for a walk was for him a pilgrimage through
the holy land that lay all around him. Within a few miles of his home, he
observed more of interest than many do on a world tour.
Perhaps we should measure life, not by the number of breaths taken, but by the
number of moments when our breath is taken away, when the air is drawn out
of our lungs in some such exclamation as ‘Look’ or ‘Glory Be.’

From Life and Work, the magazine of the Church of Scotland
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Churches in Zimbabwe establish Gender and Faith
Network
13 July 2015
To strengthen the work of churches in achieving gender justice, the Zimbabwe
Council of Churches (ZCC) has launched the Gender and Faith Network. The
network is a movement of faith leaders in Zimbabwe committed to build a
church that understands the cause of gender justice and supports local
communities with deeper insight and sensitivity.
The network reiterates the need for church leaders to be agents of social
transformation.

The network was formed by the ZCC in
collaboration with the Padare-Enkundleni Men’s
Forum on Gender and Christian Aid, with
facilitation from the World Council of Churches
(WCC) Ecumenical HIV and AIDS Initiatives and
Advocacy, Harare office.
The ZCC, which represents WCC member
churches as well as other churches in Zimbabwe,
formed the network at its Consultative
Conference held in Nyanga from 29 June to 2
July.

In Nyanga, conference participants using the Contextual Bible Study method
focused on the role of church leaders in promoting gender justice. They
reflected on different biblical passages and analyzed the role of religion and
culture in gender injustice.
The participants also deliberated on the concept of patriarchy and power while
planning actions regarding their churches’ response to gender-based violence.
Participants also discussed the national laws related to gender equality and how
such laws can support families, churches and communities in upholding cultures
of peace.
While the senior church leaders expressed their unwavering commitment to
gender justice by establishing the Gender and Faith Network, they also joined
the “Thursdays in Black” initiative which, through the simple gesture of wearing
black on Thursdays, promotes an end to violence against women. Together, the
church participants pledged to work for a world in which no one is excluded on
the grounds of gender and where diversity is celebrated.
The conference participants agreed to conduct training sessions for church
leaders and lay community leaders to spread awareness about gender issues
and achieve their vision of gender justice.

www.oikoumene.org, World Council of Churches
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Charities team Update
The Scots Kirk Charity Team is working hard to plan the church’s charitable
donations for the next year and to select a new group of charities that will
receive funds in the near and medium future. The process started with the
development of policy guidelines and the team is now working on rationalising
the number of charities and projects that will receive funds. The team takes a
needs-based approach to its work and welcomes any suggestions that members
of the congregation may have on how to make our giving more effective and
also for potential recipients.
The policy guidelines are published on the website and a hard copy is available
in the Church hall. The next meeting will be announced on the website and in
the Order of Service. All members of the congregation are warmly invited to
attend. Please contact Jeremy McTeague for further information
(Jeremy@mcteague.ch).
Sethule Garden Project Report
The Scots Kirk’s five-year project is now in its fourth year. Michael and Thabbeth
Cotton run the project and they report that things are going well. The rains

were good and the harvest bountiful (a
big thank you to God). There are regular
foster parent users of the garden, and a
full-time person is now in charge, which
has helped security (versus baboons
mainly, and errant cows!). The (manual)
pump installed a few years ago brings
river water without problems, and this has
enabled two good crops in the year (one
in the needy dry season time). An increas-

ing number of children have become the responsibility of Sethule as our project
becomes better known, and our bereavement counselling, positive parenting
and other workshops are now getting more attendees.
The produce of the garden has been able to sustain these activities (and the
children in need) and we are very pleased to have had a great crop of beans
and nuts (which the kids love!)
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Request from Ian
From time to time I send a newsletter via email. I recently lost all the email
contact details held within the office computer and I am currently rebuilding the
distribution lists.
Maybe you have enjoyed receiving the newsletter updates but have not seen one
so far this summer or you have never received a newsletter but would like to
start doing so, then please email me:
minister@scotskirklausanne.ch.
I will add your email address to my list.
Thank you, Ian

Cornerstone Classifieds
Organic, flower/sapin honey for sale. Call: cell phone: 079 230 45 40
or 021 652 62 10 if possible afternoons or evenings please for informa-
tion. Diana Sears or B. Vuillemin, Montolieu 25, 1010 Lausanne.
BUKI’S PET PARADISE. Pet Care and Boarding, many years’ experi-
ence spoiling your best friend. www.as3.ch/bpp; contact Tania on 078
790 02 51 or goudast@yahoo.com
I’m looking for work as a concierge or similar in the Lausanne or
Geneva area. If you can help, please contact Simon Sieman on 079 100
93 82. Thank you.
English speaking car experts. We are A2B Automotive, a small compa-
ny who specialise in helping people with all aspects of car related issues
here in Switzerland. If you have any questions relating to a car, we can
probably offer a service that suits you, or just give you honest advice.
We are based in Pampigny near to Morges but serve the Geneva and
Lausanne area. www.a2bautomotive.com;
Contact: info@a2bautomotive.com; 078 878 43 18/078 868 18 08.
FOR RENTAL: Beautifully appointed, unfurnished 3½ roomed apart-
ment on 1st floor with large south-facing balcony in quiet location of
Pully La Rosiaz. Near all amenities. Parking space in heated garage.
Details on request: 021.799.27.53. or 079.476.40.50.
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WHAT’S ON AT THE KIRK!

All are welcome to attend
these mid-week activities!

Mondays at 7.30 p.m.
Scottish Country Dancing

Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.
Informal Art Group

Wednesdays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Bring & Buy Books

First Wednesday in the month
at 12.30 p.m.

Soup & Cheese Lunch

Some of these regular activities  may not
take place during the summer holiday peri-
od or at special festivals, such as Easter or
Christmas, so do check before you come!


