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Introduction 

Our Vision: “We are a diverse congregation working together as Christ’s body, 
seeking God’s will as his church in Lausanne, to love and serve and to become more 
Christ-like”. 

 
Following the demission of our Minister after eight years of service, we are seeking 
to call a Minister with vision and energy to encourage and deepen our faith, grow 
our church and to work with us in further engaging with the wider community. A 
Minister who: 
 
Theology and worship 

• is a strong preacher able to deliver meaningful and uplifting messages and 
sermons. 

• is able to relate biblical knowledge to everyday life and the varying challenges of 
a multi-cultural congregation. 

• is a good communicator. 

• appreciates the importance of music. 
 
Leadership 

• will rise to the challenge of growing our membership. 

• will inspire and nurture us on our Faith Journey. 

• will provide approachable and strong leadership. 

• will promote an inter-generational approach. 

• is enthusiastic about working with younger members of the congregation and 
their friends via indoor and outdoor activities and in the development of a Youth 
program. 

 
Attitude and interests 

• has an openness to the French language and an international environment. 

• is interested in and prepared to build links with the local community. 

• has a sense of humour and a love of fun. 
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History & Organisation 

The congregation was founded in 1876 by the Free Church of Scotland to meet the 
spiritual needs of the many English-speaking people who regularly visited the area 
at that time. Now it continues to serve English-speaking people from all over the 
world, and from many different Christian religious traditions.  The church was 
designed by the noted Parisian architect Eugène Viollet-le-Duc, and was dedicated 
in 1877. The adjacent St. Andrew’s House which opened in 1962 incorporates the 
Church Hall, Church offices, Fellowship Centre and Manse. In 2017, we celebrated 
the 140th anniversary of the Scots Kirk Lausanne with a special thanksgiving service 
and were delighted to welcome a descendant of Rev. A.-F. Buscarlet, the very first 
minister, on this joyful occasion.  
 
Since 2010, the Congregation of the Scots Kirk, Lausanne, functions under a Unitary 
Constitution. There are currently eight teams: Charities, Christian Education, 
Finance, Hospitality, Outreach, Pastoral Care, Property & Fabric, and Worship, all 
led by a convenor, reporting to the Kirk Session.  It also devised and approved its 
own Statutes, confirming its status as an Association under Swiss Law. 

 
The Kirk Session is composed of 13 Elders, 8 female and 5 male, 6 of whom were 
ordained in May, 2011. 
 
The Scots Kirk Lausanne should not be understood to be a “parish church” in the 
traditional Scottish sense. It is a gathered congregation, because it is truly 
international, drawn from a variety of denominational backgrounds, all appreciating 
the Scots Kirk’s form of worship and fellowship. Whereas Scots are in the minority, 
many members are of Scottish descent. 
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Some members have been attending for 40 years or more; others are employed with 
many of the international companies, sport or other organisations either 
permanently or only for a certain period of time. Worshippers come from 
throughout the Canton of Vaud and a few from even further afield. 
  
The current congregational roll is 129 including 12 adherents, approx. 10-15 of whom 
have joined in the last five years. 100 attend regularly — with an average weekly 
attendance at Sunday worship of 50-60.   The profile is mainly middle-aged 
upwards, some young people and very few children. The latter is a major concern of 
the Kirk Session 
     
Its strengths, needs and challenges are summed up in the LCR Local Church Review, 
undertaken in October 2017, with details provided on page 6, point 4.7 of six 
proposed actions in the areas of Worship, Discipleship, Ministry Team, Stewardship, 
Communication and Buildings.  Page 5, Point 4.4 of the LCR also provides an 
overview of Outreach activities. 
 

Community Profile – Lausanne & its region 

Lausanne, the capital of Vaud, the largest French-speaking canton of Switzerland, is 
some 60 km (36 miles) east of Geneva. A longish walk from its northern boundaries, 
for example from the Sauvabelin Forest, takes you down a difference in elevation of 
about 500 metres, meandering along historic streets, past the beautiful cathedral, a 
varied choice of museums and theatres, through lovely parks, and enjoying frequent 
panoramic views over the lake and the Alps as you go, until you get to the lively and 
picturesque lakeside quarter of Ouchy. Along the shores to both east and west lie the 
extensive wine-growing regions of Lavaux (UNESCO World Heritage Site) and La 
Côte. These are areas of outstanding natural beauty. 
 
The population of the greater Lausanne area is about 420,000. The city houses several 
multinational companies with headquarters within 20 km. In addition it hosts some 
prestigious international organisations, notably the headquarters of the International 
Olympic Committee, some 40 international sport organisations, IMD, one of the top 
business schools in the world, and the world-famous Lausanne Hotel School. There 
are also reputed universities including the University of Lausanne UNIL, and the 
EPFL, a top technical university. 
 
Sport in every form, ranging from hiking and skiing to sailing, golf and curling, is an 
integral part of the environment in Lausanne. There are all kinds of water sports, 
and there are plenty of tours on the lake available for paddle steamer enthusiasts, 
with attractive local destinations, including Geneva and, a few km across Lac Léman 
(Lake Geneva) in France.  
 
Lausanne has an internationally recognized university hospital (CHUV) and 
Switzerland enjoys an excellent health care system. 
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Lausanne also has good state schools for children of all ages, and great care is always 
taken to integrate English-speaking children into the local French-speaking system.  

 

Worship Life & Social Activities 
Worship Life 
Weekly Sunday worship begins at 10.30 am, with the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. The format and music is, 

generally, traditional. More information can be found on Page 3 of the LCR. 

• A Healing Service follows Morning Worship on the second Sunday of each 
month. 

• Involvement of elders and congregation in services. 

• Communion is also celebrated at Christmas, Easter and Pentecost. 

• There are Harvest Thanksgiving and Remembrance Sunday services.  

• There are occasional baptisms during the Sunday service, but recently only very 
few weddings and funerals per year. 
Main joint services are: 
o Service of lessons and carols organised in turn with the English-speaking 

Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches at Église St. François in the town 
centre at 5 pm on the third Sunday of Advent. 

o World Day of Prayer in March, a joint midday service held in turn with 
English-speaking Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches in the area. 
 

There is an active Worship Team; a printed service sheet; audio-visual equipment in 
church; pipe organ; CH4 hymnbook is used; two regular organists. 

 

 
 



7 
 

 

Social Activities 
The nature of the congregation means that people value the opportunity for the 
fellowship offered by social events. Coffee is served after the service every Sunday 
and once a month there is a potluck lunch, generally after the communion service. 
Mid-week monthly soup & cheese lunches (raising money for a local charity). BBQs 
in the church garden. Others are: 

• Informal Art Class on Monday afternoons. 

• Scottish Country Dance Class on Monday evenings. 

• Wednesday Bring & Buy Book Sales. 

• Saturday Quarterly “Open Mic” Night. 

• Summer Walks. 

• Picnic following Harvest Thanksgiving Service. 

• Annual Bazaar (first Saturday in November), a major fundraiser. 

• Occasional fundraisers, Scottish evenings, Wine Tasting, etc. 
 

 
 

Cornerstone, our bi-monthly magazine, and the “What’s On” tab on our website, 
keep members informed about forthcoming activities and events in the life of the 
Kirk. The Minister contributes a “Word from the Manse.” 
 

Pastoral Care 

There is an active Pastoral Care Team of 11, under the Convenorship of an Elder, 
offering support to the church family and others, depending on their needs. This can 
range from a home/hospital visit, transportation to church, the supply of meals to 
simply listening with respect and in confidence. The Convenor is in regular contact 
with the Minister and team members and also holds at least two meetings per year. 
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All members have undergone safeguarding training, and are identifiable by wearing 
badges on a Sunday. Often the needs of individuals in the church family are brought 
to the attention of the team by the Elders or others in the congregation. In addition to 
the prayer book available in the Church vestibule, the team has its own confidential 
prayer list, which is regularly updated based on requests.  We have a caring 
congregation, ready and willing to support the Manse Family. 
 

Christian Education 

The Crèche and Sunday School children under the age of 12 are going 

through a transitional stage. 
 
We have about 5-6 crèche aged children and the parents are given access to the side 
room in the sanctuary which is supplied with some toys and colouring so they can 
quietly play during the service, or sit with their parents in the front pews. When 
numbers grow we will again look into using the fully equipped crèche in the St. 
Andrew’s building next door.  
 
There are about 6-8 Sunday School aged children – but not all attend the Sunday 
School on the same Sunday.  There are teachers and a rich amount of material 
available when the time comes that we have more families with Sunday School aged 
children. Numbers have decreased due to children growing up and families 
repatriating along with the challenge of attracting new members and families.  
 

Youth Group 
From September 2017 to January 2018, we hosted a Princeton Seminary Student and 
his wife. While here, he met weekly with our older youth (3-4 students aged between 
16-18 years) to chat and discuss pertinent subjects. They hosted the Youth Presbytery 
in February with the help of our previous minister and other young professionals in 
the congregation. Some of these youths are now moving on to university this 
Autumn.  
 

Adults 
In recent years, the Scots Kirk, Lausanne, has provided  Weekends Away, seasonal 
Bible studies, a Film study, Marriage Course, book study in home groups, etc. 
During our time of locums, we are organising workshops for the congregation to 
take advantage of the skills and talents of our visiting ministers. Our Reader is 
actively looking to develop a full range of activities to help congregants to grow in 
their faith and feel confident in sharing it with others. 
 

Ecumenical Context 

 The Scots Kirk is part of the Church of Scotland’s International Presbytery, which 
meets twice a year over a long weekend. Meetings are hosted by the congregations 
in turn. There are good relationships with other churches of the English-speaking 
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community: Christ Church, Anglican, Lausanne; Our Lady of Faith, RC, Lausanne; 
All Saints Church, Anglican, Vevey; and St. John’s Church, Anglican, Montreux-
Territet. The church is involved in the work of the “Communauté des Églises 
Chrétiennes dans le Canton de Vaud” (CECCV), and the Minister of the Scots Kirk is 
invited to meetings (in French). Through the CECCV there are various opportunities 
for ecumenical links. The “Marche aux flambeaux” and the “Nuit des Églises”. 
 

 
 
There is also a Church of Scotland congregation in Geneva; The Ministers normally 
keep close contact with each other and, in the past, there have been joint Elder and 
Safeguarding training sessions. 

 

World Church 

The only World Church relationships we have, are via our Charity Team, which 
made a donation to Christian Aid in 2015 & 2016, and supports “Kalunba”, the Scots 
Kirk in Budapest’s project in aid of refugees, for 5 years – 2016-2021. 
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Stewardship & Finance 

• Our financial results for the years 2016 and 2017 were deficits of CHF 10,500 and 
CHF 6,500 respectively. Income in 2017 amounted to CHF 194,000 against 
expenditure of CHF 200,500. 

• We have a Renovations Fund of CHF 268,500 which will contribute towards 
significant renovation needs, but which will nevertheless need replenishing from 
our annual offerings and donations. 

• Our Mission and Renewal contribution to Scotland has been provisionally set at 
CHF 5,000 for 2017, rising to CHF 9,500 for 2018 and then again rising 
incrementally over the next three years. We are, however, in continuing 
discussions regarding a reduction of this burden, in view of our high local 
Ministry costs, all of which are fully borne by our Church. 

• We are experiencing a steady decline in offerings and donations. We recognise 
that we need to actively pursue a campaign of stewardship, though no such plans 
have yet been drawn up. 

 

Staffing 

The Scots Kirk has no permanent designated staff, other than a caretaker, who also 
deals with the reservation of lettings of the church and St. Andrew’s House. The 
Session Clerk, the Treasurer, other Elders and members of the congregation offer 
support to the minister on an ad-hoc basis. 

 

Church, Manse & Halls 

The Scots Kirk is an architectural gem, which gives the people who worship in it a 
sense of peace and beauty. At various times during the church year (Advent, Holy 
Week, summer period) the church is opened to the general public for a few hours, 
with volunteers on hand, to assist those wishing to take a look inside, the church 
usually being locked during the week.  
 
The church and its buildings are centrally located. St. Andrew’s House, consisting of 
four floors and a basement, is adjacent to the church. There is a lift to all floors 
(except the basement). The basement houses a cloakroom, toilets, a small kitchen and 
various storage rooms. The ground floor houses the church hall, which is rented to 
various community organisations for events like gym classes and youth activities as 
well as to private individuals. The first floor has a church office, various meeting 
rooms and another small kitchen. The second floor is rented out to two 
neurosurgeons and provides significant rental income.  

 
The furnished Manse is on the third floor and comprises a modern kitchen, large 
lounge, dining room, three bedrooms, a guest toilet and a full bathroom. There is 
central heating throughout the building, a garage and a small, open garden between 
the church and St. Andrew’s House, which is put to good use for occasional 
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barbecues in the summer. The roof of St. Andrew’s House was entirely renovated in 
2017 and solar panels have been installed.  

 

Further information 

The Kirk Session voted to depart from the Church’s traditional position in respect of 

ministers in civil partnerships and same sex marriages. 

 

Web links 

Scots Kirk Lausanne website: www.scotskirklausanne.ch 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ScotsKirkLausanne/ 
Church of Scotland International Presbytery: www.internationalpresbytery.net  
http://www.lausanne.ch/en/lausanne-en-bref/lausanne-un-portrait.html  
https://www.vaud.swiss/en/  
https://www.region-du-leman.ch/en/ 
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Should you have any questions or require further information about the Scots 

Kirk Lausanne please feel free to contact the following: 

 

Clerk to the Nominating Committee 

Email: nominatingcommittee@scotskirklausanne.ch 

 

Interim Moderator 

Rev. Laurence Twaddle 

Church of Scotland, Geneva 

Tel. + 41 22 788 08 31 

Email: LTwaddle@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

 

Applications should include a cover letter, a CV and a recording of a recent service 

and should be submitted to nominatingcommittee@scotskirklausanne.ch by         

12 November 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 September 2018 
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