
Scots Kirk History: The Building 
 

The Scots Kirk was founded by the Church of Scotland in 1876 according to the reformed Presbyterian tradition in 

order to serve the needs of Scots living in the Lausanne region. The great French architect Eugène Emmanuel 

Viollet-le-Duc was convalescing in Lausanne after a serious illness and became interested in the project and drew 

up the plans – the only ones he ever compiled for a church outside France. 

 

 

As well as designing the Scots 

Kirk in Lausanne, the French 

architect Eugène Emmanuel 

Viollet-le-Duc was responsible 

for renovations of the city’s 

cathedral. He also renovated 

Notre Dame in Paris. 

 
 

The church is recognized as a fine example of modern neo-gothic architecture. The interior roof design with its 

exposed beams is typically English in conception and very unusual in Switzerland. The French influence can be 

detected in the high pitched roof with its row of clerestory windows.  

 

 

Viollet-le-Duc 

himself designed the 

furniture, communion 

table, pews and 

chairs, which are still 

in regular use. 

 
 

The construction, which cost a total of £3,400 was directed by a local architect, Jules Verrey, a specialist in church 

buildings. The Scots Kirk was formally dedicated on 12th April 1877. 

 

 

As a country church in 1877, the year it was 

built. Because the building was conceived as 

a country church in rural surroundings, it is 

exceedingly simple and depends for its effect 

on the fine proportions carefully calculated 

by the architect. 

 



 

The first alteration to the original structure was the addition of a vestry in 1912. A pipe organ was installed at the 

same time. Initially a harmonium stood at the back of the church. The room to the side of the sanctuary, now called 

the Library, was originally a transept, open to the church, but in the 1950s it was closed off by a wooden partition. 

The two alcoves at the front originally contained heating stoves; they now provide a focus for the Lectern on the 

left and the Baptismal Font on the right. The organ was replaced in 1974 thanks to the generosity of Mr Ian 

Reddihough, creator of the tapestries on the walls. The central pulpit, emphasizing the centrality of preaching in 

reformed worship, is of a design very common in the Free Church of Scotland, with stairs at both sides. 

 

  
The interior around 1912, with no central aisle but 

after the pipe organ was installed. 

The interior after 1912, with two rows of pews 

and a central aisle. 

 

When the land next to the church came on the market in 1925, part of it was bought for £1,000 for the construction 

of a manse. Thirty years passed before this became possible. Marcel Mueller, the architect of St Andrew’s House, 

faced an astonishing challenge with the design – the building had to be constructed on a meteor, only part of which 

could be removed. The building, which houses the manse on the top floor and various rooms that the church uses 

or rents out, is unusual in that the expansive hall on the ground floor has no supporting pillars. Work was 

completed in 1962. 

 

 

Left: A city church circa 

1965, with the newly 

constructed St Andrew’s 

House on the left. 

 

Right: In 1979 the City of 

Lausanne presented the 

church with a plaque 

commemorating the 100
th
 

anniversary of the death 

of Viollet-le-Duc. It is 

displayed outside the 

church entrance. 

 

 

In 1982 significant renovations of the roof and external walls of the church were completed, along with some 

interior decoration, at a cost of CHF 400,000. Many members of local French-speaking churches shared in the 

celebration of the rededication of the church. 

 


